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That little Flock, the Church of 
Chriſt at Bury, over which (I 
humbly truſt) the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made me Overſeer, though 
IJ am nothing. 


Dearly Beloved in the Lord, and Longed for, 


O have a Place and Name in the 
Houſe of God, to have à Nail 
in his holy Place, ought to be 
. eſteemed, as it really is, no ſmall 
Privilege. And not only to worſhip in his 
Temple, but to be his Temple and Habi- 
tation; not only to dwell in his Houſe, but 
to be as lively Stones, built up a Spiritual 
Houſe, an holy Prieſthood to God, by 
Jeſus Chriſt ; this is an Honour and peculiar 
Favour vouchſafed not to all, but to ſome 
A2 only, 
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only, who are called into the Fellowſhip 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and are the Work- 
manſhip of his Holy Spirit. Among whom 
are ye alſo, the Called of Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 
i. 65 Of theſe the P/alni/t Gin Bleſſed 
are they that dwell in thy Houſe ; they will 
be till praiſing thee. Selah. P/al. Ixxxiv. 4, 
Zion has the Promiſe of the Divine Pre- 
ſence ; there God will dwell ; there Chriſt 
will meet his People, and bleſs them ; there 
are the /ively Oracles diſpenſed ; and out of 
Zion ſhall go forth the Law, the glorious 
Goſpel ſoundeth forth in the Churches. 
Theſe are the Gardens in which our Lord 
ever loves to walk. Theſe are taken our 
of the World, and are his Incloſures, 
fenced in by his Love and Care, by his 
Laws, and ſacred Immunities beſtowed on 
them. And as he hath given his Word to 
be diſpenſed in Zion, for gathering in a 
People to his Name, and building up thoſe 
who are gathered : So alſo his Sacraments, 
to be the Signs and Seals of his Covenant 
with us; that as we are at firſt devoted 
to the Service of our great Lord, and en- 
gaged for him, whoſe Name, as Father, 
Son, and Spirit, is named upon us in Bap. 
til : ſo we might again and again be 
owning our Covenant-Relation, be renew- 

ing 


rr 4 244 —— 4 12549. i. 


DEDICATION. «7 
ing our Covenant-Engagetnents, and be 
nouriſhed from time to time, by that holy 
Ordinance the Lord's Supper, wherein 
Chriſt, the Food of our Souls, is ſet before 
us Bees 


Howbeit, my Brethren, reſt not in theſe 
your Privileges, however great ; nor in your 
Duties of Church-Relation and Worſhip, 
but in the Blood and Righteouſneſs of the 
great Redeemer : And be preſſing on unto 
PerfeCtion, reaching after the Communion 
of his upper Houſe. Every Church of 
Chriſt, rightly conſtituted, is the Image of 
the Church inviſible, the myſtical Body of 
Chriſt: And as it is ſo by Inſtitution and 
Privilege; ſo it ought to be ſo in Purity 
and Holineſs, blameleſs and harmleſs, the 
Sons of God without Rebuke—holding forth 
the Word of Life, Phil. ii. 15, 16. When 
I conſider Church- Fellowſhip, and the 
Materials of Chriſt's Houſe, in the abſtract 
Idea of them, an holy People, ſeparated 
from the World, not regarding things be- 
low, but aſpiring after heavenly Things, 
walking in the Ways of the Lord blame- 
leſs : O what high and lofty Thoughts doth 
this raiſe of ſuch a Fellowſhip, of ſuch a 
People, and ſuch Privileges | But when I 
conſider them in the Concrete, and what we 
. | Fi 


. ———— ———————— + SB <, 


vi DEDICATION. 


do really attain unto, and what our Walk 
really is, as a Mixture of wiſe and fooliſh 
Virgins, as but a vifible Church, a profeſſ- 
ing People, and every Believer as two Men, 
an old Man and a new: How is the high 
Idea abaſed! What. Allowances muſt we 
make! What Abatements from thoſe 
wonderful things, that are ſpoken of Saints 
and Churches! How far ſhort do we fall ! 
And (to our Shame) what do we more than 
others? Lord ! Help and heal thy People. 
The preſent State of Churches and Chrifti- 
ans is not what we aſpire after: We are 
yet in Via, in the Way; and but in a State 
of Preparation (tho' not merely of Probation) 
for the Purity and Glory of the New Feru- 
ſalem, making our Way thro' this World to 
the heavenly Canaan. 

All things, my Beloved, are yours, 
whether Paul, Apollos, or Cephas, &c. 
The Miniſters of Chriſt are in the In- 
ventory of your good Things. And all 
Things are for your Sakes, whether we are 
afflicted, or tempted, or live or die, 2 Cor. 
iv. 15. I fpeak of a common Privilege to 
all the Churches and Believers in Chriſt, 
But in a ſpecial Manner, I reckon my 
Strength, my Time and Labours, to be yours, 
as a particular Church, And as theſe are 
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for your Sakes, ſo may they be for your 
great Benefit, that the abundant Grace 
might, thro' the Thankſgiving of many, re- 
doung to the Glory of God, viz, in that Day, 
when God ſhall raiſe up us his Miniſters by 
Jeſus, and preſent us with you. | | 

Among my other Labours, theſe following 
Meditations are your Due in the firſt Place; 
as having been delivered among you, at ſe- 
veral Times, eſpecially from p. 14. at the 
Table of our Lord; and as thoſe which, I 
hope, may be of future Advantage, thro' the 
Bleſſing of the Spirit. And foraſmuch ag 
the Subject is of general Concernment to 
all Churches, and their ſeveral Members, I 
hope it may find Acceptance among thoſe, 
who have taſted that the Lord is gracious, 
who have known his dying Love, and da 
often ſolemnize the Memory of his Death 
in his Supper. I know, that others have 
laboured well, and with good Succeſs, in 
this Province: And who am I, to bring my 
Mite to the Lord's Treaſury, after the 
Abundance that has been caſt in? But ſome 
ſhorter Meditations, directly to the Occaſion 
of Communicating, and adapted to ſtir up 
ſuitable Affections therein, ſeemed to me 
ſomething neceſſary ſtill : In which, how I 


have ſucceeded, is left to the Judgment of 
OE A4 others, 
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| | others. Love to Chriſt, I truſt, thro Grace} 
hath dictated ſome Part of theſe Compoſures : 
And if they may aſſiſt the Love of others 
W to Him, who is a/together lovely, L have my 
F End, 

And you, my beloved Hearers, tho' not 
walking in Church-Communion, nor par- 
taking with us at the Lord's Table, I long af- 
ter you greatly, to ſee you hewn and living 
Stones, fitted for the Building. Some of you, 
I doubt not, have taſted that Love of Chriſt 
which paflſeth Knowlege ; and hope theſe 
Papers may, one Day, be of Ule to you, as 
eating the ſame ſpiritual Bread, and drinking 
the ſame Cup, with us. And for others, the 
Lord help you to conſider, you muſt, one 
Day know the Goſpel hath been preached to 
you ; and O that you alſo may know the joy- 
ful Sound, and bleſs God for the Treaſure 
committed to an earthen Veſſel, that I may 
rejoice in the Day of Chriſt, that I haye not 
run in vain, with reſpect, if it may be, to 
any of you that attend on my Miniſtry! 

The Contents will ſhew the Method of 
this Work, and the Heads I go upon, My 
Thoughts inlarged beyond my firſt Deſign, 
and I ſoon found it was poſſible to bring the 
whole Compaſs of Goſpel- doctrine into this 
Subject: But I approve not ſuch a Way of 

handling 
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handling any Text or Subject of Diſcourſe. 
The Reader will do well to read thro' the 
following Sheets: But my Deſign hath been, 
and my Advice is, that, to furniſh Meditation 
for communicating at the Lord's Table, he 
read one Chapter, or one Meditation only, at 
once, and fix and inlarge upon it in his own 
Thoughts and Contemplations. For alas! 
we have narrow Veſlels, and cannot take in 
all Things at once, and are apt to tire in fol- 
lowing any one Point ſomewhat far. 

Dwell much, my Brethren, upon the Me- 
ditation of the Perſon and Love of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Heb. iii. 1. Conſider the Apoſtle 
and High- Prieſt of our Profeſſion, &c. con- 
ſider him in the Glory and Perfection of his 
Prieſthood; and how vaſt an Idea doth this 
give us of him! that the God of Heaven 
came down on Mount Siuai, and there in- 
ſtitutes a Frame of Worſhip great and ſo- 
lemn, commands a Tabernacle to be reared 
up, an Altar to be built, and daily Sacrifices 
offered, till the Times of Reformation. Now 
what means all this Solemnity, all this Shew, 
all theſe Ordinances of divine Worſhip? 
With what Solemnity is the Tabernacle tet 
up and anointed (Exod. xl.), and Aaron and 
his Sons initiated and conlecrated (Lev. viii.), 
and the Altar itſelt dedicated? (N96. vii.) 

And 
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And afterwards, what more magnificent 
than the Building of the Temple by Solomon, 
or more ſolemn than the Dedication of it, 
1 Kings Ch. vi. and viii. ? When theſe Things 
were thus ordained, the Prieſts always at- 
tended, accompliſhing the Service of God; 
and this Worſhip endured about Fifteen hun- 
dred Years. Now it was not for the Sake 
of the Prieſts that miniſtred, nor of the Wore 
ſhip performed by them, but to hold forth 
and lead unto the One High-Prieſt, and One 
Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt ; who, by one Offer- 
ing, hath perfefed for ever them that are 
ſanctiſied, Heb. x. 14. All that Glory is 
ſwallowed up of a ſuperior Glory ; and the 
Prieſthood given up to him who came in 
Meanneſs and Humiliation, who was put to 
Death by means of thoſe Prieſts, who, by 
his Favour, miniſtred at the Altar. 

And not only ſo, but the Glory of this new 
Creation outſhines the Glory of the firſt. And 
ſo greatis this marvellous Work of our Redem- 

tion, that God himſelf ſays, Do not remember 
the former Things, nor conſider the things of 
old. And whyſo? It follows, Behold, I will do 
a new thing, &c, Ia. xliii. 18, 19, It is impe- 
rative in v. 18. and means, that in Compa- 
riſon of his new Works, wrought by Chriſt, 
the former ſhould be forgotten, When we 
there 


DEDICATION. «i 
therefore remember the Lord's Death, we 


muſt look upon it as the chief of the Ways 
and Works of God. 


of the Lord's Death, that when we teſtify 
and confeſs ourſelves the Servants of the 
Moſt High God, Creator of Heaven and 
Earth, by keeping holy to him a Seventh 
Part of Time ; we teſtify and profeſs our- 
ſelves the Servants of the Great Redeemer, 
by keeping holy to him his Day, the firſt 
Day of the Week. For he alſo hath ceaſed 
from his own Works, as God did from his. 
To conclude: Let me beſeech you, Bre- 
thren, to confider and improve your Rela- 
tion and Engagement to each other in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and the ſolemn Engagements that 
the Lord's Supper lays you under thereunto, 
Love, reprove, exhort, and comfort one an- 
other, as thoſe that eat the jame ſpiritual 
Bread, and drink the ſame ſpiritual Drink ; 
viz. the Fleſh and Blood of Jefus Chriſt. 
Our God hath given us Reſt and Liberty, 
under a wiſe, juſt, and good King, who 
judges THE 'TOLERATION OF PROTESTANT 
DissENT ERS TO BE AGREEABLE TO CHRI= 
STIAN CHARITY, AND NECESSARY TO 
THE Riches and TRADE OF ThE KING- 
DoM, Bleſſed be God, who hath heard the 


5 Pravers 


TheLord's Day is for the Commemoration 


#5 098 "ww tf wwe 
_ 


— EY 


— = 


"Aqed*... 
22. KR ĩ »2ſ 0 Re _ 


. ——— 1 a a+ 4 = 


xi DEDICATION. 


Prayers of his People; and hath put ſuch & 
thing as this in the King's Heart ! Let us 
ſtndy what Returns we may make unto 
God, and to the glorious Inſtrument of our 
new Deliverance, 
Pray for me, that I may not want the 
Divine Preſence and Bleſſing in my Lord's 
Work; that he who hath ſown, and they 
who reap, may, one Day, rejoice together; 
which, that it may be ſo, is the earneſt 
Prayer of 


Your unworthy Paſtor, and 
Brother in the Lord, 
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MEDITATIO 


Suited to the Occaſion of 


BrEAKiNG BREAD. 


— — — 


PART I. 


Containing brief Diſcourſes on cer- 1 
tain Portions of Scripture. 1 


_— — — 


Cnaye. I. 
Of Examination for the Lord's Supper. 


E holy Apoſtle Paul, writing to a 
= ©0J Church of Chriſt, when he came par- 
Ig ticularly to treat of this Ordinance, lays 

5 SY down this Rule, 1 Cor. xi. 28. But let a 

Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of 

that Bread, and drink of that Cup. Now there are 

two Things principally of which we are to examine 


Ourſelves, 
B I. Of 


15 
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2 Of Examination for 

I. Of our State, 

II. Of our preſent Frame. 

I. Of our State God- ward. Whether we are in a 
State of Grace and of ſpiritual Life ? Whether we are 
Regenerate and New-born, and ſo paſſed from Death to 
Life? How weighty and ſolemn is this Inquiry! Now 
here let me advertiſe in the Beginning of this Work, 
that they who are not in a State of Grace, can receive 
no ſpiritual Good or Advantage by this Ordinance, 
nor ſhall it profit them at all. The Reaſon is, becauſe 
it is intended for the Nouriſhment of ſpiritual Life, 
and the Increaſe of Grace, and is therefore admini- 
ſtred as the ſpiritual Food of our Souls. But how can 
ſpiritual Life be nouriſhed where it is not begun, or 
Grace increaſed where it is not wrought? They were 
his Diſciples to whom Chriſt adminiſtred, and they 
were ſanctiſed in Chriſt Teſus, and called to be Saints, 
to whom the Apoſtle is writing here, Chap. i. ii. Hence 
that Preaching or Writing is not to be approved, that 
puts and preſſes Men upon a receiving of the Lord's 
Supper, who are Profeſſors only at large, and have not 

nown a new Birth, Some there are who anſwer 


that Objection, I am not fit, I am not prepared, to this 


Purpoſe, Fit is a Sin to come, it is a greater Sin to 
negleft ſo known a Duty. I ſay, it is not an immediate 
Duty. It is not their Duty, in their preſent State, if 
they are not fit ; but rather their Duty to forbear, and 
walt to be made meet for the Kingdom of Grace here, 
and of Glory hercaſter, They cannot anſwer the 
Ends of this holy Sol-mnity, and therefore ought not 
to come. Nor may this Childrens Bread be given to 
Dogs. Beſides, it is againſt this very Text, which I am 
ſpeaking to: For to what Purpoſe is Self-examination, 
it they ought to come whether they are fitted for this 
Ordinance or no ? | 


There are two Things required in order to a Partici- 
pation of the Lord's Suppper. 


1, That 


4 


the Lord's Supper. 3 
1. That a Man be in CHRIST. San#ified in 


Chrift Feſus. Partaker of the Things ſignified, That 
he knows the Power of his Reſurrection, the Fell;wyhip 


of his Sufferings, and be conformed to his Death. And 


ſo be enabled to diſcern the Lord's Body. 

2. That he be in the Church. A Member in full 
Communion with ſome particular Church of Chriſt. 
The former gives a remote Right, and this an im- 
mediate Right to this Ordinance. The Apoſtle is 
writing here, to the Church of God, which is at Co- 
rinth, Chap. i. ii. that particular Church, called ard 
gathered out of the World. Corinth was a City of 


Greece, famous for Trade and Riches, infamous for 


Plays celebrated to Neptune, and on that Account 
called by Pindar, bleſſed Corinth, the Threſhold of Nep- 


tunes Iſthmus, famous for young Men. It was addicted 


to Idolatry, unbounded Luft, and Drunkenneſs. See 
Du Veil on Acts xviii. 1. The Apoſtle tells them, and 
appeals to themſelves in it, Chap. xii. 2. Ye #now that 
ye were Gentiles, carried away unto theſe dumb Idols, 
even as ye were led. Among theſe poor Heathens, 
the Goſpel triumphed in the Converſion of many, and 
gathering a Goſpel- Church to the Name of the LORD 
Jeſus, Acts xviii. 8—11. But all the City were not 
converted. Therefore he ſaith, The Church A T Co- 
rinth, viz. that were gathered out from the reſt, being 
called and ſanctified, and embody'd in a Chriſtian 
Communion. And they were theſe Chriſtians, aſſem- 
bling in the Church, and as a Church, that did par- 
take of the Lord's Supper, Chap. xi. 18, 20, 22. 
Now this is a common Miſtake among Chriſtians, they 
thiok that Church Communion is for this Ordinance 
wen this and cther Ordinances are for Church Com- 
munion. They come and ſay, They would partake of 
the Lord's Supper. That may be a good and gracious 
Deſire. But they ſhould defire Communion with the 
Church in all Ordinances, and look upon Church Re- 
lation, and Church Communion, as a precious'Ordi- 

2 nance, 


4 Of Examination for 


- Nance, even though there were not the Lord's Supper, 
for want of a Paſtor, or the like, to be adminiſtred. 
Nor have they a Right to the Lord's Supper till they 
are firſt Members, Acts ii. 41, 42. Then, O Believer, 
when thou haſt given the Evidences of a New-Birth, 
and art laid as a living Stone in the ſpiritual Building, 
who can forbid thee to come and partake in the Privi- 
leges of Chriſt's Houſe ? 

I would not be miſunderſtood, and therefore I add, 
1. That it is a very incumbent Duty upon all gracious 
Souls, upon all that have taſted the Lord is Gracious, 
to join themſelves in Fellowſhip with ſome Church of 
Chriſt. And it is the Duty alſo of Churches to receive 
them that are weak in the Faith, as well as them that 
are ſtrong, and not to deſpiſe the Day of ſmall Things. 
2. That it is a very incumbent and immediate Duty 
upon every Church-Member, ordinarily, to comme- 
morate the Sufferings of Chriſt, in this holy Ordinance 
of his Supper ; and to look upon themſelves under that 

reat Command, This de in Remembrance of me. A 
Negledt in either of theſe is very ſinful. The Lord 
lay it upon the Conſciences of all that truly love him. 

Howbeit, we lay not the Streſs of Satin upon 
any outward Ordinance whatſoever. Souls may be 
ſaved, and all true Believers ſhall be ſo, whether they 
ever have Communion with a viſible Church, or no, 
whether they ever receive the Lord's Supper, or no, 
And on the other hand, Church-Members and Com- 
municants that are not true Believers, ſhall periſh at 
laſt. Have we not eat and drank, (ay they, in thy 
Preſence ? The Ground of this is, That it is by a vital 
Union with, and Relation to, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that we partake of his ſaving Benefits ; and every Soul 
ought to have that vital Union and Relation, in a 
Judgment of Charity, before he is added to a Church 
of Chrift. As ii. 47. The Lord added cs ſaved 
oncs to the Church daily. So it is rendered, Rev. xxi. 
24. The Nations f the ſaved. Compare 1 Cor. i. - 

, 


the Lord's Supper. 5 


To us who are ſaved it is the Power of God. v. 21. it 
pleaſed God to ſave them that believe ; which is explained 
v. 24. But unto them which are called. Were not 
theſe Corinthians called ones, before they were a 
Church of Chriſt ? and of theſe ſaved, called ones, 
that Church was formed. Being called they were 
already in a State of Salvation, from which they ſhould 
not fall, but perſevere unto eternal Life. 

II. We are to examine ourſelves of our preſent Frame. 
Whether there is a ſuitable Frame and Diſpoſition of 
Heart for the Lord's Supper? This Point of Self- ex- 
amination is not to be carry'd fo, as if Believers 
were ever, and every time, to be inquiring about their 
State and their Relation to Chriſt ; at leaſt, if that 
ſhould ſuppoſe that they are to doubt it, and to call it 
into Queſtion. True Believers are not to examine 
themſelves concerning their State, as if it were a 
Matter of Uncertainty to them, although in fact it is 
often ſo to their Apprehenſion. This were to bring up 
the Popiſh Doctrine of Doubts and Uncertainty of our 
Salvation. Do we always examine, and never arrive 
at a Certainty ? Doth it not ſhame thee, O Believer, 
after a long Profeſſion, ſtill to be at Uncertainty, what 
thy preſent State is, and what thy eternal State is like 
to be? Canſt thou not yet prove thine own York, and 
make out that Chrift is in thee, that thou mighteſt 
have Rejoicing in thine own Soul? There are ſome 
Believers who walk in the daily Senſe of God's Love. 
They may review their Evidences, and that is not 
amiſs. They may look back upon paſt Experiences, 
and bleſs God for calling Grace : They may look over 
their preſent Experiences, and ſee their firm Truſt and 
Dependance on the Blood and Righteouſneſs of a dear 
Saviour. But to doubt and queſtion their Intereſt is 
not their Duty, but the Work of Unbelief. 

It remains then that they examine concerning the 
preſent Frame and Diſpoſition of their Souls. "They 
ſhould look back to the laſt Time of Communicating, 
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and fee the Workings of. Corruption ſince that Time; 
the Inroads which the Temptations of Satan, of Sin, 
and of the World, have made upon them : And come 
and be humbled, and mourn over their dying Lord. 
They may ſee what unbelieving and unſuitable Frames 
are found with them, and endeavour to lay them aſide, 
and get them crucified by Faith in him who died for 
them. They may conſider their Ends in coming, and 
ſee what Grace is in Exerciſe, or whether it is ſo or 
no: And prefs after ſuch a Frame as is ſuited to the 
great Ends of the Lord's Supper ; and by earneſt 
Prayer try to engage the Preſence of Chriſt with them, 
that when the King fits at his Table, their Spikenard may 
ſend forth the Smell there,. 


S Lade sbs Ke ee dd id dd ES & e. f. & 


Cm r. . 
Of Preparation for the Lord's Supper. 


N Prov. xvi. 1. We read, The Preparations [or 
Diſpoſings] of the Heart in Man, and the Anſwer 

of the Tongue, is of the Lord. 
cannot approve their Yer ſion who read theſe Words, 
The Preparations of the Heart are of Man (or, in the 
Power of Man) but the Anſwer of the Tongue is from 
the Lord. As if to ſpcak were not as much a natural 
Act, and in the Power of Man, as to think : Or as if 
to think, or order the Meditations of the Heart, were 
not as much of God as the Anſwer of the Tongue, or 
Ordering the Words, I doubt not our. Tranſlation 
reads It according to the Mind of, the Holy Ghoſt, and, 
I think, is as much, nay more favour'd by the Otiginal. 
than the other; only would ſay [| for Man] or [of 
Man] for ſo the Hebrew is, but this alters not the 
denſe. The Word rendered [Preparations] ſignifies : 
Diſpolings] 
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[ Diſpoſings] aud  Orderings. It is uſed in a military 
Senſe concerning Ordering of Armies, and of the 
Ordering and Ranging of the Loaves of Propoſition or 
Shew-Bread in the Sanctuary, 1 Sam. iv. 16. Lev. iv. 
26, 27. It meaneth then the putting in Order, and 
right Diſpoſing and Guiding of the inward Thoughts, 
Motions, and Frames of the Heart. All this zs of the 
Lord. The Apoſtle aſſures us, not only that we can- 
not. ſpeak, but that we cannot /% much as think any 
thing of ourſelves. And the Anſwer of the Tongue 1s 
of the Lord. When that ſo anſwers in Gracious 
Speeches theſe inward Gracious Diſpoſings, that the 
Meditation of the Heart, and Wards of the Mouth, are 
acceptable to the Lord, Pſal. xix. 14. 

Now Preparation alſo is twofold. 

I. Habitual. 2. Actual. The former reſpects the 
State, the latter the Frame and Diſpoſition of the Soul 
God- ward. The former includes both Juſtification 
and Regeneration; that a poor Soul be found in Chriſt, 
cloathed with his Righteouſneſs, juſtified by his Blood, 
and ſo accepted of God in that Beloved, for that is the 
whole Ground of our Acceptance ; and again, that he 
be renewed and ſanctified by the Spirit of God, 
cleanſed from the Defilement and Pollution of Sin, fo 
that he doth not love it, nor live in it, doth not ſerve 
nor obey it in the Luſts of it. And that there be con- 
trary Principles of Grace and Holineſs fixed and ſet 
up in the Heart ; the Spirit himſelf dwelling in him, 
with his bleſſed Train, thoſe Fruits of the Spirit, 2 
are Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, rd Meekneſs, 93 

Actual Preparation reſpects eipecially the Exerci/e of 
Grace. 'That thoſe Graces of the Holy Spirit be not 
altogether obſtructed and hindered in their Exerciſe, by 
the Prevalence of any Luſt, by ſinful Frames, or by 
the Cares and Concerns of Life, but that there be the 
Fong forth of the Soul in Faith, Repentance, Joy, 

ve, Hope, and ſuch-like. For then it is that our 
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Spices flow forth, and our Beloved comes and takes of his 
pleaſant Fruits. 

Now both theſe Preparations are of the Lord. As 
in the Text, and 2 Chron. xxix. 36. at that great 
Celebration of the Paſſover by good Hezekiah, We 
read Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the People, that GOD 
had prepared the People, for the Thing was done ſuddenly. 
The Meaning is, that God had inclined and diſpoſed 
them for the Work, and aſſiſted them in the Perform- 
ance. That there was Love and Joy, and other ſuitable 
Affections, for ſo great a Work. 

But under the Goſpel we do not need thoſe Prepa- 
rations, by Waſhings and Purifyings, and ſuch-like 
legal Services, which were in Uſe under the Law. 

he Goſpel makes ſhorter Work, and requires ſome- 
thing more ſpiritual, viz. the Sacrificing of our Luſts, 
- the offering up of our Souls to God in Flames of 

Ve. 

Query, Do we not then need Days of Preparation? 1 
anſwer; We may eaſily conceive too legally of ſuch 
Days. When we think our Preparation depends on 
them, as if we were then prepared when we have kept 
ſuch a Day, and gone throngh the Services thereof ; 
or as if we were not prepared without it, Theſe are 
legal and carnal Thoughts, and carry us off from true 
Goſpel- Preparation. I ſay then, 

1. Men may be far from Preparation, who have 
kept a Day or — in whatever Exerciſes of Religion, 
whether Publick or Private. Nay perhaps they are 
not a whit the nearer, as to their State or Frame. 
How eaſy were it to be prepared, if this would do! I 
would not inſinuate, that all who keep a Day do 
imagine that ſufficient ; but to inſtruct the Ignorant, 
and to warn any from taking up here. 

2. A true Believer may be truly prepared without 
any of theſe Preparatory Exerciſes. The Primitive 
Chriſtians, in all likelihood, brake Bread every Sab- 
bath-Day, and perhaps oftener. But though no doubt 


they 


the Lord's Supper. 9 


they ſometimes met on other Days, yet it doth not 
appear that they did ſo in any ſtated Way: For it that 
had been intended, there would have needed an In- 
ſtitution of every fifth, or ſixth, or ſeventh Day, as a 
Preparation-Day. But all that we find is, that they 
were converted, and added to the Church, and then 
continued in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Felliwſhip, and 
breaking of Bread, and Prayers. 

Of Preparation-Days we find nothing, much leſs a 
whole Week's preparatory Devotions, and a long Roll 
of Directions, how they were to walk before, how they 
were to walk after; which tacitly ſuggeſts, that inter- 
mediate Time (if there is ee may be paſſed at a larger 
and looſer Rate. But who ſees not, that all Time is 
either what goes before or follows after ; and then ſuch 
Directions amount to no more, than how we ought to 
walk with God all our Days, which ſhould be without 
Fear, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him all the 
Days of our Lives, Luke i. 74. 

A true Believer is always habitually prepared ; that is, 
he is ready, he is worthy in a Goſpel-Senſe. He has 
that Faith and Love, that Fear and Hatred of Sin, that 
Joy and Peace, or at leaſt that Hope in Chriſt, that in 
the main diſpoſe him for this great Work. Do you not 
upbraid yourſelves with a very unbecoming Walk, who 
think you cannot be prepared without ſome Days Notice? 
Have you not received the Spirit of Adoption, the Spirit 
of Sons ? Have you not learned to come to God as a 
Father, and to draw near with Boldneſs to the Throne 
of Grace ? Is not the Veil of the Temple rent, and 
the Way into the Holieſt made manifeft ? What are 
you doing in the Week ? Are you not ſerving God in 
your Families, and in your lawful Occaſions ? Theſe 
are good Mors, if done in Faith. But more than that, 
do 2 not walk with GOD every Day, and live upon 
Jeſus Chriſt, and call upon his Name, and converſe 
with the Father through him? It is high time you 
ſhould, if it be otherwiſe. Nay this you do, in ſome 
meaſure, if you are what you profeſs to be. l 
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1 tell you, Believers! you ought to have your 
ſpiritual State ſetthd, to ſee yourſelves in Chriſt, and 
in the Number of his called, and not to go on thus, 
having all to make out, to the End of your Days: 
And then ſo to walk with God, as not at all to fear to 
draw nigh to him in the greateſt Goſpel-Solemnities; 
but at all times to come with Liberty, with Boldneſs, 
with full Aſſurance of Faith, Heb. x. 22. 

Object. But I ought not to come reeking out of the 
World to ſuch a olemnity. 

Anſ. Jo come reeking from the World is to come 
with covetous, carnal, worldly Frames. Such I fear 
are not fit indeed. But to come from ſerving God in 
thy lawful Occaſions, and walking with him in obey- 
ing his Commands, Six Days ſhalt thou labour; to 
obey his Command, This do in Remembrance of me; is 
nothing blame- worthy. 

Vet in all this, I intend nothing againſt Church- 
Aſſemblies, as at other Times, and on other Occa- 
ſions, ſo on this Occaſion I mean on ſome Week- 
Day before breaking of Bread, and rhat with a ſpecial 
regard to the Work of the approaching Sabbath ; ſee- 
ing the ordinary Practice of breaking Bread is not 
every Lord's-Day, nor can well be attained in the 
preſent State of Things. Such Days, kept in Prayer 
and Preaching ſuitable to the Occation, have been 
found of Uſe, and ought' to be attended, by all that 
conveniently can. This we conſtantly practiſe, and 
perhaps all the Churches. But I ſpeak for the Sake of 
thoſe, who at ſuch Times are abſent ; and thoſe who 
may not know the Time of breaking Bread, till on the 
Lord's Day, they find it is a Part of the preſent Work; 
and thoſe who in journeying are Providentially with 
other Churches; and that none might lay the Streſs of 
their Preparation in ſome foregoing Religious Exerciſes, 
Such Chr:ſtians as I have mentioned may and ought ta 
communicate, and to reckon themſelves prepared for 
the Work, by virtue of their Relation to the Lord 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt, and to his People. But when the Time 
is known and fixed by Church-Agreement, Bclievers 
may and ought to direct their Meditations, Self-Exa- 
minations and Prayers, that Way, both before (tho? 
in their lawful] Occaſions), and on the Day, when it is 
adminiſtred. This is all I know of Preparation. 

For, to tell Men that are not habitually prepared (I 
mean that are not converted) they muſt prepare them- 
ſelves, is to tell them, they muſt convert themſelves. 
And as for thoſe, who, when poor Souls do rightly 
enough. object, They are not fit to come to the Lord's 
Tale, da tell them in a very ſlightly Manner, they 
muſt go and make themſelves fit, or prepare themſelves ; 
I ſay, they. ſhew that they themſelves know nothing 
of the Matter, nor have Part nor Lot therein, tho? 


they may be Teachers of others. Farther, to tell 


Believers, they muſt prepare themſelves, doth not 
ſound altogether ſo evangelically, as to tell them, they 
muſt wait on G OD for Heart-Preparation, that he 
would prepare their Hearts to himſelf, and enable them 
to diſcern the Lord's Body. 

I only add, as to that Preparation which conſiſts in 
right and gracious Frames : Be not diſcouraged, 
Believer, if thou doſt not find thy Heart ſo diſpoſed as 
thou deſireſt, it is not a ſufficient Bar to the Ordinance. 
The Frame and Temper of thy Heart may be 
changed in a Moment, and Grace drawn into Exerciſe, 
either immediately before, or in the very Ordinance. 
It depends on a Gale from Heaven. Cant. iv. 16. 
Thou haſt an inlarged Frame the Evening before, and 
thou haſt loſt it on the Lord's-Day Morning ; or thy 
Heart is enlarged under the Word the ſame Day, and 
thou doſt not find it ſo at the Lord's Table. Again ; 
thy Heart was dead and backward, in all the foregoing 

ork : But a Smile from thy dear Lord, a Touch, a 
Look of Love from him, melts and overcomes thee at 
laſt, and, ere thou art aware, thy S makes thee as the 
Chariots of a willing People. And it 7 7s net /o, who 
will make me a Liar, and make my Speech nothing worth ? 

CHAP, 
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CH Ax. III. 
Of Eating and Drinking unworthily. 


rt C0k-2. 25, 


Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, and 
drin this Cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be 
guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord. v. 


29.—-He eateth and drinketh Damnation to 
himſelf, &c. | 


As theſe Words have been a ſacred Fence and Guard 
| about the Lord's Table, to keep profane Sinners, 
and Perſons unworthy, who are called Chriſtians, at a 
Diſtance from this Solemnity ; ſo they have often been 
a Terror to ſincere Perſons, who, thro' a Miſunder- 
ftanding of them, have been too long deterred from 
what was plainly their Duty ; or, after the Perform- 
ance, have been terrified with Fears of having incurred 
what is here threatened. It is needful therefore a little 
to open this awful Portion of Scripture. 


W hat therefore is it to eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, unworthily ? 


Anſw. There is an Unworthineſs of the Perſon, and 
of the Partating or Receiving. . 

I. Of the Perſon. As when ſuch an One is an Un- 
believer or Unregenerate. And even here there are 
Degrees of Guilt. Some are under a common Work, 
which the) miſtake for a Saving, and ſo deceive them- 
ſelves, and perhaps don't aim at deceiving others. 
Theſe may aim at receiving ſome Good, and have a 
Right to the Ordinance in Foro Eccleſiæ, in the Judg- 


ment. 
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ment of the Church. Others may intend to deceive, 
and deſign to cover ſinful Ways by a Profeſſion, or ſeek 
to commend themſelves to Men. Others more wicked 
may ſecretly deſpiſe the Ordinance, look upon it as a 
common Thing, and make a Mock of what they do. 
That there are ſuch Degrees of Sinning, as to Religious 
Performances, among the Unregenerate, ſee Prov. xxi. 
27. The Sacrifice of the Wicked is Abomination, how 
much more when he bringeth it in Wickedneſs, or with a 
wicked Mind? It is ſuppoſed, that beſides the natural 
Wickedneſs of the Heart, there may be a wicked 
Mind, or farther Wickedneſs, in bringing of his 
Sacrifice. Some are guilty only of the former, ſome 
of both theſe, Some may think to make their Peace 
with God by coming, or think, as the /raelites by the 
ARK, It ſhall fave us. 1 Sam. iv. 3. It ſhall kill our 
Luſts, chaſe away Satan, give us Peace of Conſcience. 
But they will ſooner or later fee their Miſtake, as the 
Iſraelites did, when they put their Truſt in the Ark, 
though a precious Ordinance of GOD, and the Sym- 
bol of his Preſence. Thus ſome may fin more pre- 
ſumptuouſly, and others through Ignorance. 

II. There's an Unworthineſs of the Participation. 
And this is twofold, 

1. In the inward Frame. And may not a Believer, 
who is truly ſo, be ſomewhat Guilty here ? Guilty of 
undue Frames, and ſo eat unworthily ? But then 
(mark it) this doth not lie in ſomething merely Nega- 
tive: As, that Grace is not in Jae It is true, it 
ought to be in Exerciſe ; but if it is not ſo, this is not 
that Eating unworthily. The Wind blows when and 
where it liſteth, and the Exerciſe of Grace depends on 
a Gale of the Spirit. It lies then in ſomething Poſitive, 
viz. when there are finful worldly Frames, Paſſion, 
Anger, evil Concupiſcence, carnal Defires and Aﬀec- 
tions, prevailing in the Heart. Such Frames therefore 
require a Forbearing, till there be a Compoſure of 
Spirit: But that the Heart be not in Frame ſpiritually 
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(a leaſt, as to the Senſe and Apprehenſion of the 

eliever) this doth not require a Forbearance, or Ab. 
taining from the Lord's Supper, For then perhaps we 
ſhould ſeldom be at the Lord's Table, or half be ab- 
ſent, or the Miniſter fail as well as others. We have 
A to expect our Lord will meet us zz his ways, 
1/a lxiv. 5. And how oft doth he come leaping upon the 

ountains, and ſkipping upon the Hills © | 

2. In the outward Performance. As when Perſons 
talk, or look about, minding others more than what 
they are engaged in, or fleep, or when there is any 
irrcyvcrent or undue Carriage, or conſiderable wrong 
Management, one taking before another unduly, or 
Crinking too largely, as it was with theſe Corinthians. 
In any of theſe there is an unworthy Receiving. Tho 
the Perſons may be worthy, yet there is an unworthy 
unbecoming Performance of ſo great a Work, v. 21. 
22. one is hungry, and another is drunken, 1. e. drinks 
too laigely and plentifully, for ſuch a Solemnity, that 
there is not ſufficient for others. | 

You ſee then the different Ways of eating and 
drinking unworthily, and the different Degrees in each. 
Now comes a terrible Word, He /hall be guilty of the 
Body and Blood of the Lord. God looks upon them as 
in his Preſence, whether they look upon themſelves ſo 
or no. And he will make them know they have to do 
with holy Things, and that as they behave and carry 
themſelves in this Ordinance, ſo they are reckoned to 
treat the Body and Blood of the LORD Jeſus. But 
as there are Degrees of the Unworthineſs already ſpoken 
to, ſo alſo of the Guilt ; he is Guilty either of Pro- 
faning, or of Abuſing, or of diſorderly or undue Uſing, 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt here ſignified, according 
to the Degree of the Unworthineſs mentioned before in 
Eating and Drinking. When not only Perſons un- 
regencrate do partake, but come with wicked Ends, or 
deſpiſe the Ordinance, as a common Thing, without 
any Awe of the Divine Preſence, it is a horrid Pro- 
fanation. 
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nation, When the Ordinance is applied to other 
Ends than thoſe for which it was appointed, there is 
an Abuſe of it. When Believers come with worldly 
Frames, or are diſorderly in their Behaviours, by Sleep- 
ing, or otherways, there is a faulty guiliy Ul of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt. For whatever it be in 
Eating and Drinking that is miſdone with Reſpect to 
the 2 of Bread and Wine; it is reckoned as 
done to the Body and Blood of Chriſt. For they are 
ſo, by Repreſentation and Signification. As he that 
abuſes the Picture of a Prince, offers an Affront to the 
Prince whoſe Picture it is; ſo it is as to the Symbols 
of Chriſt's Body and Blood. He is Guilty, &c. q. d. 
What ! don't you know Chriſt is preſent ? don't you 
know what you are doing, that you have to do with 


Holy Things, the Body and Blood of Jeſus, tho* not 


in Corporal Preſence, yet in the Meaning and Deſign 
of the Ordinance ? 

The Relief is, if a Man fin againſt the Father, 
there is Relief in Chriſt for him ; it he fin againſt the 
Son, there is Relief in the Spirit for him : But if he 
ſin that Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, there is no other 
to relieve him ; it remaineth therefore unpardonable. 
This in the Text is a Sin againſt the Sen and the 
Apoſtle did not intend to ſignify that it was any un- 
pardonable Sin. The Jews that crucified our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, were, almoſt to the laſt Degree, guilty of 
the Body and Blood of the Son of GOD; yet were 
pardoned and ſaved many of them. Yet I deny not, 
that a wicked Man, coming with a wicked Mind, may 
run upon the Pikes of Damnation, in Profaning of 
this Ordinance. Therefore (ſaith the Apoſtle) v. 28. 
Let a Man examine himſelf. Let him come with Re- 
ligion, Reverence, Seriouſneſs, proving his own Heart, 
Life, and Ends, and approving himſelf to others who 
love Jeſus Chriſt. v. 29. For he that eateth and drink- 
th unworthily, eateth and drinketh Damnation to him- 
felf, net diſcerning the Lord's Body. 
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The Greet Word «pipe ſignifies Fudgment, Punifp- 
ment, Chaſtiſement. It is uſed Luke xxiii. 40. Rom. 
Xiii. 2. Gal. v. 10. where it is not likely it means 
eternal Damnation, but Puniſhment, or ſome Sentence 
of Judgment. It is alſo uſed, Luke xx. 47. Rom. iii. 
8. 1 Tim. iii. 6. 2 Pet. ii. 3. where perhaps what we 
mean by Damnation is intended, not as the preciſe 
Signification of the Word ; but the Context ſhews, 
that no leſs Judgment or Puniſhment is deſigned. In the 
laſt quoted Place, as if xp: Judgment did not fully 
expreſs his Deſign, he adds n 4T&>«z, Perdition, which 
we render Damnation. The compound Word x- 
* fignifies Law-Condemnation, Rom. v. 18. and is 
of a more rigid and forcible Signification in the Yerb 
than the Simple. Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth not, 
z&]axpidno:]ai, ſhall be damned, viz. eternally, which 
we ſhall find alſo by-and-by in this Context. I wiſh 
our Tranſlators had not here rendered it Damnation, 
which, in the rigid Senſe, is ſo contrary to the Deſign 
of the Apoſtle. For the fimple Word [Damnation] 
is of a more horrid and affrightening Sound in our 
Engliſh Tongue than the Compound [ Condemnation] ; but 
it is the contrary in the Greek, at leaſt in this Context. 
It is therefore (as I take it) Judgment either in the 
Conſcience, or on the Body by Affliction, or even by 
Death, that is intended. He that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily ſhall feel ſore Scourges in his Conſcience, 
which may ſometimes cut deep ; or be chaſtened with 
Affliction and Pain in his Body. Which is made out, 
v. 30. For this Cauſe many are weak and fichly among 
you, and many Sleep. Here the Apoſtle explains his 
own Meaning. It was a Church-Miſcarriage and Sin, 
and therefore God made Breaches upon them, for 
triling with Holy Things, ſomething as he did upon 
Uzzah, 2 Sam. Vi. 7. He goeth on, v. 31. V we would 
judge, I 1sxpivayey, examine, condemn, diſtinguiſh our 
felves, viz. from the World, we ſhould not, expiwopehe, be 
judged (the ſimple Verb) with thoſe Viſitations now 
mentioned, 
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mentioned, v. 32. #pvopzzyor d, But being judged, via. 
after this Sort, we are chaſtened of the LORD; GOD 
deals with us as with Sons. Thus he explains the 
Judgment, v. 29. ive. ja x] up e that we might 
not be condemned with the World, that is, damned, for 
we know how it ſhall go with the World. So that 
the ſimple Word [judged] and the Compound [con- 
demned] are plainly oppoſed. Tis ſo far then from 
eating and drinking Damnation, v. 7 that it is, that 
we might not be damned with the World. God hath 
a gracious Deſign in it towards his Ele, and towards 
| Believers, if they come unworthily. Many have been 
converted after their having communicated with a 
larger Sort of Chriſtians at the Lord's Table. 
Dur Tranſlators, ſomething aware that the Word 
[Damnation] was too harſh, thought good to change 
it, v. 34. And if any Man hunger, let him eat at 
home; that ye come not together unto Condemnation. It 
is Ap, the ſame Word uſed, v. 29. 

I hope this may be ſatisfying to ſuch Chriſtians as 
have been over-much terrified with theſe Words of the 
Apoſtle ; and over-awed into a ſinful Neglect of their 
Duty. Thoſe who do, with Reverence and godly 
Fear, approach the Lord's Table, are got concerned in 
theſe Words of the Apoſtle, as incurring the Guilt of 
eating and drinking unworthily, 
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CH AP. TV. 
Scriptural Meditations and Reflections, as 
they were, for the moſt' part, uttered at 
the Lord's Table. 


EER N. iii. 15. 


And I will put Enmity between thee and the Mo. 
man, and between thy Seed and ber Seed : IT 
Hall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe hi: 
Heel. ; 

ET us view the firſt Goſpel, the firſt Promiſe, 
the firſt Revelation that ever was made of the] 
ufferings of the Saviour, and Redemption thereby, 

Here we have, | | X 
I. The Incarnation of Chriſt. He is the Woman': 

Seed; deſcended from our firſt Parents by lineal Suc-F 

ceſſion, according to the Fleſh, as his Genealogy uf 

reckoned by Luke, Chap. iii. 22—38. and carried 'up 
to Adam. He is one therefore of the ſame Race and 
common Nature with ourſelves. Partaker of Fleſh and} 

Blood, yet the Seed of the Woman. Jer, wxxi. 22 

Luke i. 35. Gal. iv. 4. having no Father of his Fleſh, 

Zanchy has well obſerved, that God made the fil 

Man immediately out of nothing; the füſt Woman 

© immediately out of the Man; and all Men and 

Women beſides, by means of our Parents, in ordinat) 

Generation; but the new Man Chriſt after a new 

Manner, of the NMoman.“ Hence alſo he was not 


under Adam's Covenant, not being in a natural Way 


in his Loins; and therefore was not concerned in hi 
Sin 
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Sin, nor touched with original Pollution. O the 
Wonders of Chriſt's Incarnation ! and what Grace 
was here to the Voman, who was firſt in the Tranſ- 
greſſion ! therefore alſo holy omen, having Part in the 
{ame Saviour, do partake in the ſame Symbols of his 
Death. 

II. The Sufferings of Chriſt, Thou, O Serpent, 


ſhalt bruiſe his Heel. It alludes to a Man that kills a 


Serpent, and doth it by treading on him, and the Ser- 
pent nibbles at and bites his Heel. This was a Hint, 
and but a Hint, at the Sufferings of Chriſt's human 
Nature : There was a farther Revelation thereof in 
the Sacrifices quickly after inſtituted. The Sufferings 
of Chriſt are bad here only as they were ſet on 
foot by the Devil, and the Fruit of his Malice againſt 
Chriſt, John xiii. 2, v. 27. Chriſt muſt get a Bruiſe in 
this great Conflict. 

III. The Victory and Congueft of Chriſt over Satan. 
It ſhall bruiſe thy Head. The Woman's Seed, O 
Serpent, he ſhall bruiſe thy Head. The Head is the 
Seat of Life. A Serpent, whoſe Head is bruiſed 'and 
cruſhed, is deſtroy'd and kill'd. Now we are not ta 
look upon this Conflict as a ſingle Duel, wherein 
CHRIST and Satan only are concerned. But the 


Combat was about others: Whether Chriſt ſhould 


have a ſaved People, or the Devil ſhould go away with 


depended our Salvation. It was bleſſed News for many 
and many Thouſands, Our LOR D has got the Day 
7 our Grand Enemy. Satan in theſe Words is con- 
idered as the Enemy of all Mankind. And many are 
Conquerors through the Conqueſt obtained by our 
Lord Jeſus, 

IV. Diſtinguiſbing Grace, in taking a choſen Seed, 
out of the fallen Race. Theſe are called her Seed. 
Theſe Words [her Seed] do mean either Feſus Chriſt, 
the primary Seed of Eve; or Believers, who are the 
Seed of Chriſt, and fecondary Seed of the Woman, 


2 being 


all Mankind. On the Succeſs therefore of this Battle 
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being the Imitators of her Faith, as Dr. Arrowſmith 
interprets. O diſtinguiſhing Grace, that makes a 
Difference between a Seed and a Seed, when they are 

all from one common Root 
V. Enmity fixed between theſe two Seeds. I will 
put Enmity, or I do put (as F. and 77.) now at this 
Time. Satan heard it, and felt it, and, I believe, the 
Woman too. 'T his Enmity is either good and holy, 
on the Part of Chriſt and his Seed; or ſinful and deviliſh 
on the Part of the Serpent and his Seed. As to the 
latter, God is ſaid to put it, 1. By permitting and 
ſuffering it to be. Not by infuſing it, as a Natural; 
or exhorting or perſuading to it, as a Moral Cauſe, 
© But not willing Sin, he willingly permits it. That 
is not done beſides his Will that is done contrary to 
© his Will. Aug.“ 2. By a providential Ordering thoſe 
Things that are the Occaſion of it, This refers to the 
Exerciſe and Acts of that Enmity. He lays thoſe 
Things before them, which their Wickedneſs takes 
Occaſion at, unto greater Enmity, As, that there is 
ſuch a People, that they love God, and follow his 
Ways, and are at Enmity with Satan, and the like. 
T do put Enmity, What if I ſhould ſay, it was ſpoken 
in Satan's hearing on Purpoſe ? Before this Threatning 
it was Envy, rather then Enmity, that the Devil had 
againſt Man. There was nothing done by our firſt 
Parents to provoke Satan, in the leaſt, to be their 
Enemy. He was not fo directly, but as he was an 
Enemy to God, and ſo to the Image of God; as a 
Panther (they ſay) is ſuch an Enemy to Man, that he 
will tear the Picture of a Man; ſo would the Devil 
Tend and tear the Image of GOD in Man, in his 
Enmity againſt God, John viii. 44. But does he hear 
that God deſigns to ſave Man, by a promiſed Seed, 
fallen Man and not fallen Angels, and that One of this 
Race ſnould bruiſe his Head, and that God would put 
an Enmity ? This ſtirs all the Pride, Envy and Malice, 
that is ia him, and draws forth the moſt expreſs and 
Explicit 
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explicit Hatred againſt Man, as well as againſt God. 
He will try to overturn all God's Deſigns of Mercy 
towards Man: And herein it was fulfilled in the very 
uttering, J do put Enmity. Said and done (faith Satan), 
I refuſe not the Challenge. I have begun the Quarrel, 
and I will maintain it. To thy ewn C, O Satan! 
For, 3. God directs and orders the While of that Enmity 
to his own Glory, and uſeth it which way he pleaſeth, 
to effect his own Deſigns of Grace, and to bring about 
the Good of his People. So in their crucifying the 
Lord Jeſus, which was the higheſt Effort of this En- 
mity on the Part of Satan and his Seed. 

Farthermore, Enmity in the Woman promiſed to 
be put by God, promiſeth Faith to her, For Enmity 
to Satan includes Faith in Chriſt : And as was obſerved 
before, Satan heard and felt it; ſo I believe did the 
Woman, and under the very Promiſe, found the 
Efficacy of it, and found that Enmity againſt that baſe 
Lyar, Tempter, and Murderer, that ſhe never could 
forgive him. O wonderful Grace to the Mother of all 
Living! to the firſt Tranſgreſſor! and the Promiſe of 
Enmity to her Seed promiſeth the like to them. En- 
mity in the Serpent's Seed beſpeaks the woful Caſe of 
Man by the Fall. This Enmity always has, and al- 
ways will diſcover itſelf, Gal. iv. 29. ſo contrary are 
their Natures, Principles, and Ends, that they cannot 
be reconciled. | 

VI. The Speaker, Occaſion, and Manner of ſpeaking 
theſe Words, are all worthy of Conſideration 3 but 
thoſe Things muſt be left for your own Meditations. 

This was the firſt breaking forth of Mercy upon 
fallen Man; the firſt Revelation of that Redemption that 
is ſet before us in this Qrdinance. Look back then ta 
the Fall of Man: Sin was the Occaſion of Redemp- 
tion, though Grace was the Cauſe. Sin was the Cauſe 
of Chriſt's Suffering, and his Sufferings the Cauſe of 
eternal Salvation. O curſed Sin! Sin was the Door to 
Miſery and Death, See Man turned out of Paradiſe. 
a C 3 But 
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But here behold the Covering God has provided to hide 
our Nakedneſs, Gen. iii. 21. the Righteouſneſs of him, 
who was our Sacrifice. Hear our GOD approaching 
to guilty trembling Man, in the Cool of the Day! 
behold the early Dawn of Grace, and the Tree of 
Life reſtored in the Midſt of the Paradiſe of God 
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G E N. iv. 4, 
And the Lord bad Reſpect unte Abel, and to his 
Offering. 

E have but a ſhort N of Abel. We are 
quickly brought from his Birth, v. 2. to his 
Death, v. 8. Rightly was his Name called Vanity, for 
that is the Sigaification of Abel. He was a godly Man, 
his Brother Cain a wicked Man. Cain was the Firſt- 
born: Sin is oldeſt, the Firſt-born of fallen corrupt 
Nature, It was not the Matter of the Offering, but 
the Manner wherein Cain failed. Abel (I think) was 

a Type of Chrift. 

I. In him the Seed of the Woman was exemplify'd, 
Gen. iii, 15. Theſe two Seeds were already in the 
World in theſe two Brethren, tho* both one Man's 
Children, 1 John iii. 3.— 12. Not as Cain, who was 0 
that wicked Cne, and. flew his Brother And wherefare 
flew he bim! Becauſe his own Works were evil, and his 
Brother's righteous ; q. d. Don't you know what was 
ſaid from the Beginning, I will put Enmity, &c,? You 
fee how ſoon it wrought. Cain was one of the Ser- 
pent's Seed, and ſo hated his Brother; but Abel was 4 
Type and an Earneſt of that great Seed of the Woman. 

II. Abe! brought an Offering, and that an acceptable 
one to the Lord, Heb. xi. 4. By Faith Abel offered 
unte God a more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, do did 
Jeſus Chriſt, even the Sacrifice of himſelf, a * 
a ank 
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and an Offering of a ſweet ſmelling Savour, Epheſ. v. 
2, a blo: dy Sacrifice, and not barely an Offering. 

III. Abel was a righteous Man, Mat. xxii. 35" 
righteous Abel. So moſt eminently was Jeſus Chrift, 
Mat. xxvii. 19. 1 Fohn ii. 1. Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous. 
Whoſe Righteouſneſs juſtifies many, Rom. v. 19. 

IV. Abel himſelf was ſacrificed : And ſo was the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. God had taught our firſt Parents, 
by inſtituting of Sacrifices, that it muſt be by Death 
that Sin muſt be atoned for, and Death removed: 
And here in the Death of Abel, the righteous Seed, he 
would teach them, it muſt be by human Blood, by the 
Death of the promiſed Seed. Heb. xii. 24. Ye are come 
to Feſus—and to the Blood of Sprinkling, that ſpeaks 
beiter Things than Abel. So it is in the Greek, viz. 
than ſacrific'd and ſlain Abel, whoſe Blood nevertheleſs 
in Type ſpake good Things. The Glory of the New- 


eſtament is this, that we are come to the Blood of 


Sprinkiing : This is the Glory of our Worſhip and 
Ordinances, Of old they had the Blood of Lambs, 
of Goats, of Rams, &c. but not this Blood of Sprink- 
ling. O precious, atoning, cleanſing, purifying Blood! 
O that we might by Faith this Evening keep the Paſſ- 
over, and the Sprinkling of Blo:d ! In this Phraſe, be 
hath an Eye to Exod. xii, 6, or that famous Sprinkh 

of Blood, Exed. xxiv. 8. or ſome of the Levitica 
Cleanſings by Blood. How comes he then to turn it 
off to Abel? The Blood of Sprinkling that ſpeaks better 
Things than Abel, or than the Blood of Abel. Truly, 
I think, becauſe he faw Abel's Murder, as violently 
flain by his Brother, a Type of the Crucifixion of our 
Lord Jeſus, who ſuffered a violent Death, and was 
murdered by thoſe who were, according to the Fleſh, 
his Brethren, And this truly was not only- the moſt 
antient Inſtance of Shedding of Blood, but alſo Blood 
of a more excellent Kind than all the legal Sacrifices, 
being the Blood of a righteous Perſon. But (faith he) 
Chriſt is better than Abel, and his Blood than Abel's 
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Blood, though a T'ype of him, and ſpeaketh better 


Things. 

V. God had Reſpect to Abel, and to his Offering. 
But O the high Regard he had to the Offering of his 
Son! to him and to his Sacrifice ] let us come forth by 
Faith, and take a View thereof. What Tongue of 
Men or Angels can ſet forth that Reſpect, which the 
Father hath always had, and hath, to the Lamb flain Þ 
from the Foundation of the World, more early than 
AbePs Death ? O ſweet and pleaſant Exerciſe of Faith! 
Here let me dwell, where God dwells. Here let my 
Soul delight itſelf, where the Soul of God delights, and 
is well-pleafed. Here let me reſt, and dwell in Love, 
where God refteth in his Love to ſinful Men. Thro' 
Chriſt he firſt accepteth the Per ſon, then the Offering. 
at thy Bread with Foy, and drink thy Mine with a 
merry Heart; for God now accepteth thy Works, Eccleſ. 
ix. 7. Try by Faith to keep the Goſpel Paſſover, by 
Faith to eye the Sacrifice of Chriſt, and we ſhall have 
AbePs Mercy, to whom the Lord had RefpeQ, and to 
his Offering. Bring but Chriſt with you in the Arms 
of Faith, and you cannot fail of Acceptance with the 
Father. | | 
5 
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(3 E N. viii. 20, 21. 


And Noah builded an Altar unto the Lord,—and | 
offered Burnt-Offerings on the Altar. And tht 
Lord ſmelled a ſweet Savour, &c. 


2 


c 


THETHER the Place where Noah builded this 
Altar were the ſame Place where Cain and Abe! 
offered about ſixteen hundred Years before, and where 
_ Abraham built an Altar about four hundred and ten 
Tears after, to offer his only Son 4/aac, as the Fews 
have a Tradition, is not material to determine. I very 
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much queſtion both; but let us attend other "Things, 
and ſce if we can read a crucify'd Jeſus here. This, 
fave that of Abel, is the moſt antient expreſs Inſtince 
of offering Sacrifice, And now ſurely there was Need, 
if ever, of a Sacrifice, The Wrath of God had been 
in a dreadful Manner executed upon a finful World, 
Where is the firſt Promiſe ? Where is the Seed vi the 
Woman ? Is there no Mediator to ſpeak a Word for 
finful Man ? Is there no Phyfician, no Balm to heal 
his bleeding Wounds ? No atoning Blood ? Wiil not 
God deſtroy a riſing World, as he has deſtroy'd the 
World that lately was? Theſe, and a Thouſand ſuch, 
might be the Arguings of the Eight Perſons that were 
left of that amazing Deluge. Try, Noah, and ſee, 
It may be, the Lord will /mell an Offering, as it is, 1 
Sam. xxvi. 19. It may be, he will ſwear that the Vaters 
ſhall no more go over the Earth, and that he will be 
wroth, in ſuch ſort, no more. Let us then con- 
ſider this whole Burnt-Offering in its typical Relation 
to Chriſt. | 

I. The Occaſion was to atone and appeaſe an 
offended God, who had been provoked with Sin, and 
had juſt now deſtroyed a ſinful World for their Sins. 
The Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt was to make Atonement 
on the behalf of a preſerved Remnant, when he was 
angry with the World, that they might not periſh 
with the Ungodly, and that the World might be pre- 
ſerved for the ſake of his Elect, I/. xlvii. 6. — fe re- 
flore the preſerved of Iſrael. And, O my Soul, art 
thou one of the Number, as it were, of the Eight, 
out of many and many Millions, and hath Chrift 
atoned angry Juſtice tor ther? Het the Lord, O my 
Soul, and all that is within me. | 

IT. It was a Blo d Oe ha, which Naß offered 
upon an Altar (as I ſuppoſe) of Earth, Exod. XX. 24. 
a Burnt- Offering wholly offec-d up. CHRIST is the 
Offerer, the Offering, and Altar, He was (as I may 
ſay) a whole Burnt-Offerimg, ofteced in Flames of 


Wrath, 
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Wrath, on God's Part, and in Flames of Love, on hig 
own, a clean and finleſs Sacrifice without Spot. He 
offered himſelf, his whole Soul and Body, without Re- 
ſerve. He offered his precious Blood: And without 
Shedding of Blvd is no Peace, no Paidon. The He- 
brew Word for Burnt-Offerings, conſtantly uſed, ſig- 
nifies Aſcenſions, or Goings up, becauſe of the Aſcenſion 
or Going up of the Flame and Smoke from the Altar. 
O dleſſed Aſcenſion and Going up of a ſweet Savour, 
of atoning Efficacy, from this Altar 
III. It was offered up to GOD. For fo we read, 
the Altar was built unto Jebovab. So was Chriſt, He 
that undertook for Men, muſt know he had to do 
with GOD, Hieb. ii. 17. Chap. v. I. Ja Things pers 
taining ta God, to offer both Gifts and Sacrifices for Sins, 
Chap. ix. 14, Chriſt offered himſelf to God, And now 
if God will accept the Offering, tis all well, Hence 
was that Prayer for him, ſuitable to the Old- Teſtament 
Day, The Lord remember all thy Offerings, and turn 
thy Burnt- Sacrifice to Afhes, Selah, Pſa. xx. 3. that is, 
accept it; which was ſignified of old by Fire ſeat down 
from Heaven, to conſume the Sacrifice, Lev. ix. 24. 
Thou, O bleſſed Jeſus ! didſt prepare thy Heart to 
draw nigh to God, and venture up into the fiery Mount, 
when no other durſt draw nigh, Thou didſt under- 
take to hold the Hands of angry Juſtice, or rather to 
receive the Blow, that it might not fall upon my guilty 
Head, Jer. xxx. 21. 1/a. xxvii. 5. | | 
IV. The Iſſue was, The Lord ſmelled a ſweet Savour, 
A Savour of Reſt, eb. in which perhaps there is ſome 
Alluſion to the Name of Neah, which ſignifies Ref?. 
The. Seventy have it Ooyuny £2diac, which Phraſe they 
alſo uſe in Leviticus, and the Apoſtle, as it ſhould 
ſeem, ſrom them, Ephe/. v. 2. which we render, an 
Ofering, and à Sacrifice w God, for a ſweet-ſmelling 
Savour. There is no ſweeter Contemplation, no 
Exerciſe of Faith more pleaſing and delightful, than an 
this Head; bow our God ſmelled a ſweet Payoyſ, a 
mel 
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Smell of Fragrancy, that was pleaſing to him: Or 
Saveur of Reſt. So he ſays, in quo acquieſco, in whom 
I reſt, Matt. iii. 17. and in Zephaniab iii. 17. He will 
reſt in his Love, But O the ſweet Perfume in the 
Noſtrils of God ! for ſo the Expreſſion is Deut. xxxiii. 
10. they ſhall put Incenſe at thy Noſe, Heb-er, as Pag- 
nine renders, to thy rils ; ſpoken of Levi, whoſe 
Urim and whoſe Thummim were to be transferred to 
his Holy one, Jeſus Chrjft, whom he ſo often tempted 
in the Wilderneſs, v. $. Levi, as a Type of Chriſt, 
muſt offer Incenſe daily in the holy Place, and once a 
Year in the Holieſt bf all, and whole Burnt- Sacrifice 
upon his Altar, But O the Divine Perfume from the 
Altar, Chriſt, when he made his Soul an Offering for 
Sin! Would I could ſet it forth unto you! but it is no 
way ſo taken in as by Faith: Faith can take it in, if 
God will ſhew it you; and you alſo will ſmell a ſweet 


Savour. And unleſs we do ſo, we know not the 


Meaning of it. 

Moreover, God promiſes not to drown the World 
again, and makes gracious Promiſes ; and bleſſes Noah; 
and makes a Covenant, the Type of the Covenant of 
Grace, as a Covenant of Promiſe, Ja. liv. 9, 10. and 
ſets the Rainbow in the Cloud as a Token of it. 
Hence the Rainbow is round about the Throne, Rev. iv. 
3. to teach us, that all the Goings forth of God to- 
wards his People are in a Covenant-way. O! what 
will not God do in a Way of Mercy? He will forget 
his Wrath, and lay afide his Anger, when he ſmells a 
ſweet Savour from a ſacrificed Jeſus. Now then be- 
hold him mild and merciful, appeaſed, and well pleaſed 
in his dear Son, 


Ge x. 
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G E N. XXll. 
Abraham offering up his Son Iſaac. 


L.E7 us look back to the Time when, to the Place 

where, our Father Abraham offered up his Son 

Liaac at the Command of GOD. J/aac was the Son 

of the Promiſe, born by virtue of the Promiſe, at a 

Time, and in a Way, beyond the Force of Nature. 

10 ſtood then as a lively Type and Figure of our Lord 
eſus. 

Something more than two thouſand Years from the 
Creation, in the Mid-way between the Beginning of 
Time, and the Coming of Chriſt in the Fleſh, God 
would give a Specimen of that great Love, that gave 
Chriſt to die for us; of that ready Obedience of our 
Lord Jeſus to be made a Sacrifice ; and a lively Figure 
of that Sacrifice, which was to be offered up. He 
would teach the antient Fathers, that Redemption muſt 
de not only by Blood, but by the Blood of the Son of 
Premiſe, that he muſt be the Sacrifice. Now here ſee, 

I. On the Part of Abraham. 1. A lively Faith, 
Heb. xi. 17, 18, 19. by Faith Abraham, when he vas 
tried, offered up Iſaac, &c. It is not eaſy to expreſs what 
Actings of Faith here were, looking thro' the dark 
Cloud, and eying the Power, Goodneſs, and Faithful- 
meſs, of God. Strong in Faith, Rom. iv. 20. O let us 
feek to be Children of Abraham's Faith! 2. Prevail 
ing Love. It was Love to God overcoming his natura 
Affection to his only Son, Gen. xxii. 12. Now An 
shon feareſt God, Fear in the Old-Teſtament is Love 
in the New, P/al. xxxi. 19. O how great is thy Good- 
weſs which thou haft laid up for thoſe that fear thee! in 
the New- Teſtament it is conftantly thoſe that love thee, 
x Cor. ii. 9. James i. 12. by which Pſal. cxxx. 4. may 
be expounded. Such Love and ſuch Fear are conſiſt- 
ent and concomitant. 3. Ready and chearful Obedience, 
wich great Self-denial, Gen. xxii. 1, 2, 3. Here was 
* a Trial 
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a Trial now, Offer up thy Son, thine only Son Iſaac, for a 
Burnt-Offering. He makes all ready, goes to the ap- 
pointed Place, and there goes about that great and 
difficult Work. What manner of Obedience was 
here? Thus Works wrought with his Faith, and were 
the genuine Fruit of it, James ii. 21, 22. Such Faith, 
and ſuch Love, and ſuch Obedience, the Fruit of both, 
become our Approach to the Lord's Table. 

II. On the Part of J/aac. He goes with his Father 
to the Place. Here's the Fire, and here's the Mood 
But where's the Lamb (ſaith he) for a Burnt-Offering ? 
O tender and affecting Words! /aac did not know, 
but Chriſt well knew, what was deſigned concerning 
him. Again, when they came to the Place, J/aac 
ſubmits to be the Sacrifice, yields himſelf to his Father 
for that Purpoſe, who no doubt inſtructed him in the 
Will and Command of God ; and he ſubmits. No- 
thing to the contrary appears. He was old enough to 
have made Reſiſtance, He carried the Wood for the 
Offering, v. 6. But God ſo diſpoſed his Spirit, that he 
might be a fit Type of our Lord Jeſus. 

III. On the Part of GOD. Here was 1. His Com- 
mand. All was done at his Order, and according 
thereto, as to Time and Place, and every thing. So 
Jeſus Chriſt was delivered by the determinate Counſel 
and Foreknowledge of God, Acts ii. 23. 2. His Pro- 
hibition, as to the intended Execution, v. 11, 12. 
Lay not thy Hand upon the Lad. O how ſeaſonable ! 
In the Mount of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen, 3. His Sub- 
ſtitution of a Ram into 1/aac's room. According to 
v. 8. God will provide himſelf a Lamb, &c, Thus God 
accepted a Subſtitute in the room of poor Sinners, the 
holy Lamb of God, when the Knife of Juſtice was 
ſtretched forth againſt the guilty Sinner; but no Sub- 
ſtitute was accepted in Chriſt's ſtead ; no Prohibition 
of his Death ; bleſſed be God ! He did. not die by 
Proxy, nor offer the Blood of others, but his own Blood. 
4. His Approbation hereof, v. 12, 16-18, God de- 
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clares his Acceptation, and how highly he was pleafed 
with this Obedience of Abraham. Now TI know, that 
thou feare/t God. Knowledge is ſometimes taken 
for Approbation; 4. d. Tapprove this Fact as a Teſti 
mony of thy fear of me, ſince thy Affection to thy 
I ſaac is extinguiſhed by the more powerful Flame of 
Affection to my Will and Command; I now accept 
© thee, and count thee a meet Subject of my choiceſt 
© Benefits." Charnoct. 5. The Inſtruction he intended 
hereby. Tis true, It was for Trial. God would 
prove Abraham, and call him forth to be a great Ex- 
ample to future Generations: But it was alſo for great 
and eminent Inſtruction in the glorious Work of Re 
demption. And this I think was an higher End than the 
former, . 

Here we may read in Type the great Love of Godin 
Bae his Son, his only Son, the Son of his Love. 
Do we not by this know, that he loves poor Sinners! 
There muſt be human Blood, and he would provide 1 
-Body for his Son. | 

Here we read the great Willingneſs of Chriſt, the 
-boly Lamb of God, to be a propitiatory Sacrifice, ſay- 
ing, Lo, I come, No Reſiſting or Struggling, when he 
was bound, Mark xv. 8. As viii. 32. 

Here we ſee him bearing his Croſs, as Iſaac did the 
Wood (John xix. 17.) and bound on the Altar. And] 
for the Place, it was Mount Moriab, where alſo out] 
Lord was crucified. It is very probable it was that Part 
of Moriah, which was after called Calvary. Moria] 
was of ſome Extent, Gen. xxii. 2. the Land of Moriah, 
on one of the Mountains, near to the Place where the 
Temple was after built, 2 Chron. iii. 1. God ſhewed 
Abraham the Place, preciſely the Place; g. d. Here 
muſt the great Son of Promiſe one Day die; here muſt 
the great Sacrifice one Day be offered up. Here ſee it 
done in Type; here ſec it done by Faith. John viii. 56. 
Here we may read the Father himſelf ſtretching forth 
the Sacrificing Knife againſt his Son. Nor did he * 

is 
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his Hand. Herein is Love, that God gave his Son to 
be the CO for our Sins. And now is any of 
them as a Right Hand, or a Right Eye? Let us conſent 
to have them cut off, or plucked out. Let us learn of 
Abraham to offer all that is dear to us. Let them be 
crucified, Shall our deareſt Lord die? And ſhall our 
Sins live? God forbid ! 
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GK. xxvü. 15. 27, 28, 29. 


W HEN Jacob went to obtain his Father's Bleſſing, 
he comes in goodly Raiment, a borrowed Robe, 
his elder Brother's, defirable Raiment, that was ready 
for the Purpoſe, Raiment of a goodly and pleaſing 
Smell. O here let us receive Inſtruction how to come 
to our Father for a Bleſſing, how to come to his Table. 
The Garment we muſt come in is Anether”s, is ready pre- 
pared, and is at hand, if Faith is fo to put it on. It is 
our elder Brother's. *Tis precious and coſtly, 'tis Orna- 
mental, *tis infinitely pleaſing to our God, and fragrant 
in his Noſtrils. Ambroſe, as I have ſomewhere read, 
makes uſe of this Text to ſet forth imputed Righteauſ- 
neſs. And if any ſhall think it roo harſh an Interpre- 
tation, yet let them own it may fitly be uſed by way 
of Alluſion, to illuſtrate that glorious Doctrine by. 

Jacob had alſo prepared two Kids of the Goats, 
ſuch as were wont to be offered in Sacrifice. Theſe 
he brings to his Father. It was ſavoury Meat, ſuch as 
he loved. It is very probable, in Freedom and Friend- 
ſhip, Jacob did alſo eat with his Father. 

Let us come to a flain Jeſus, and by him to the 
Father. O what ſavoury Meat is here] what Food 
for Faith ! Such a Repaſt we have at the Lord's Table. 
Thus, when the Prodigal returned, the Father ſaid, Let 
us eat and be merry, Luke xv. 23. in token of Friend- 
ſhip, and a Covenant of Peace, Divine Juſtice fed on 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, took its fill, and was infinitely delighted with 
this Food of the Offering. So the Expreflion is, Lev. 
ni. IT. It is the Food of the Offering. And it is 
ſtrangely emphatical, and repeated, v. 16. It is the 
Food of the Offering made by Fire for a ſweet Savour, 
And he is not ſpeaking of any thing that the Prieft 
ſhould eat, or the People ; but of the Kidneys, and 
the Fat, Sc. which was to be burnt upon the Altar. 
This is the Food of the Offering: O my God ! let me 
fit down and feed with thee on thy dying Son. ; 
Jacob coming thus, his Father will have him ap- 
prozch, come near and kiſs him, He ſpeaks with pa- 
ternal Love, My Son; and particularly commends the 
Smell of his Raiment, which is (faith he) as the Smell of 
a Field which the Lord hath bleſſed. Thus when we 


come for our Father's Bleſſing, and come by and to a 


dying Jeſus, and come in his Raiment, I mean, his 
Righteouſneſs ; our God will make us come near him, 
admit us into near Communion, and will embrace us. 
So the Father of the returning Prodigal fel! on his Neck 


and hifſſed him, Luke xv. 20. Jeſus alſo has his Kiſſes 
for his Favourites, and O how ſweet they are ! Cant. 
1. 2. And tho' we have nothing of our own but Rags, 


and ſtinking filthy Garments, yet our Father will 
praiſe his Son's Robe, and ſmell a ſweet Perfume. 
The Blefling we ſhall receive is the higheſt Good, the 
choiceſt Benefits, ſhadowed forth by the Dew of Heaven, 
the Dew of divine Grace and Favour. The Bleflings 
of Temporals are alſo in Covenant. All things are 
ours, for we have him who is Heir of all; and let 
God's Enemies enjoy the Poſſeſſion his Time, we 
grudge it not. They have need enough to have what 
they have: It is their Portion. Poor Eſau ] Thou 
gotſt but half a Bleſſing ; for Facob was before thee. 
Dominion over the Wicked allo belongs to this Bleſſing, 
which the Saints ſhall have in the Morning of the Re- 
urrectlion. And there's a Curſe on all that curſe, and 


a Bleſſing on all that bleſs, Gyud's People, tho' un- 
worthy 
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worthy of the leaſt of his Favours. Thus will our 
God and Father own, embrace and delight in us here, 
ind intitle us to the everlaſting Inheritance hereafter. 


- 
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G RE N. xxviii. 16. God's Houſe. 


Ard Jacob awaked out of his Sleep, and he ſaid, 
= Surely the Lord is in this Place, and I knew it 
nor. v. 17. And he was afraid, and ſaid, Hou 
dreadful is this Place ! this is none other but 


the Houſe of God, and this is the Gate of 
Heaven. | 


WE again come into the Houſe of God, and fit at 
our Father's Table. It is the Privilege of Chil- 
dren ſo to do. But Oh! How great a Privilege! 
low undeſerved ! Nothing is ſo ſweet as to ſee our- 
Jſelves Children, in the Right of our elder Brother 
drawing -nigh to our God. Shall we not be as thoſe 
that dream, or as Jacob a waking out of Sleep, and ſay, 
This is the Gate of Maven? From henceforth, let it 
be called Beth-el. 

A bleſſed Night Jacob had, almoſt as ever Man had, 
gi: this World, 1 would fay, but that there is no Night 
Wn the other, in the upper World. How comfortable 
was that Morning, whole ſpreading Beams found his 
Soul ſo refreſhed with the Enjoyments of the Night, 
and ſtill with God ! Scarce did he know who had been 
with him, where he had been, or what to call the 
Place, in the joyful Surprize. He recovered himſelf a 
ittle, and then he knew, the Lord was in this Place. 
He left a ſweet Fragrancy on the Handles of the Lock. 
Long, v. 5. Even ſo, my Beloved, put in thy Hand, and 
not only leave ſome Token thou haſt been there, but 
open the Door and come in, and dwell there for ever. 


Diſcoveries 
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Diſcoveries of God leave thoſe Impreſſions behind, 
which diſcover whence they are. ; 

It was another kind of _—_ our Lord once ex- 
perienced ; the blackeſt, darkeſt, and dolefulleſt Night 
that ever the Creation knew. Can we think there was 
Joy in Heaven among the Angels in ſuch a Night, 
when the FEW Sun of Righteouſneſs ſuffered ſuch 
an Eclipſe? And yet, O my deareſt Lord ! unleſs 
thou had ſtknown the Dolours of that Night, and of the 
following Day (if that were Day, when Darkneſs 
was over the whole Land for three Hours), my Soul 
had known the Horrors of everlaſting Darkneſs, of 
eternal Night. Yet when he had paſſed over the 
Brook, he hs up his Head on high. 

The Myſtery of the Incarnation, and bleſſed Iſſues 
of it, were repreſented here to Jacob. The Height 
of Chriſt's Perſon reaching to Heaven, his Abaſement 
and Condeſcenſion in ſtooping to this Earth, were ſet 
before him ; alſo the joining Heaven and Earth, the 
bleſſed Reconciliation between G OD and MAN by 
Chriſt incarnate. That ſweet Commerce and Com- 
munion that is eſtabliſhed betwixt us, by God in the 
Fleſb. Angels and Men, God and Men, can now con-. 
verſe together, John i. 5 1. the Angels of God aſcending 
and deſcending familiarly on the Son of Man. This is 
the Ladder Jacob ſaw. The Aſcent of Prayers to God, 
the Deſcent of Bleffings from God, are by this Ladder, 
Let us aſcend thereon ſome Steps Heaven-ward this 
Evening. 

The ſame Myftery is to be repreſented at this Time 
to the View of Faith. If we can behold it, we fhall 
ſay, This is the Houſe of GOD, this is the Gate ff 
aven. Could we go to Beth-el, where Jacob was, 
we might not ſee what Jacob ſaw : And then what 
would it avail us? But here Ve ſee, as ina Glaſs, the 
iy of the Lord; and O _ we may be changed 7. 
the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit 0 
44 ge, f y to Glory, at by the Spirit 9 
GEN. 
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GR N. xxxvii, xxxix, xl. Chapters. 
Jeſus Chriſt is our ſpiritual Joſeph. 


1 HE had many Enemies, and thoſe his own Brethren, 
and thoſe of his own Nation, as Zo/eph had. 
Joſeph's Brethren hated him. The Archers ſorely 
rieved him, and ſhot at him, So it was with Jeſus 

hriſt, John i. 11. and Chap. vii. 5 

II. He was betrayed and fold, and his Death con- 
ſpired, by his Brethren according to the Fleſh, as 
Joſeph was. Our Lord was fold by one of his Diſ- 
ciples for thirty Pieces of Silver. The Price (faith he) 
a goodly Price that I was prized at of them, Zech. xi. 
I2, T3. | 

III. It was for our Ranſom that he was fold. It 
was to redeem us to God. O bleſſed Deſign, and 
bleſſed Effect of his Death] So Zo/eph was ſold for the 
Good of his very Brethreen who ſold him, and to pre- 
ſerve them and theirs alive, though they did not know 
it, much leſs intend it. 

IV. Jeſeph was firſt in a ſuffering State, and caſt into 
Priſon, and then advanced. He was firſt caſt into 
Priſon, and then exalted to great Honour. Our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt paſſed thro' Sufferings, and the Priſon of 
the Grave, to his Exaltation and Glory, Luke xxiv. 
26. Ought nat Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, and 
to enter into his Glory? 1 Pet. i. 11. The Sufferings of 
Chrift, and the Glory that ſhould follow. 

V. Joſeph being advanced was the Lord Treaſurer 
of all the Proviſions and Stores of Corn in Egypt. To 
bim they muſt go for Supply, Gen. xli. 55. Go to Joſeph. 
Herein he was an eminent Type of the Lord Jeſus. 
He is the Lord Treaſurer of all Grace. And he is ſo, 
as exalted, as advanced- at the Father's Right-hand, 
Col. i. 19. It yo the Father, that in him ſhould all 
Fulneſs dwell, Go to Jum, Soul, In him is all our 


2 Supplx 
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Supply of Soul- Food and ſpiritual Proviſion, Thus, 2 
Foſeph was victorious over all Difficulties, and his Bow 
abode in Strength, Gen, xlix. 23, 24. ſo it was with 


Chriſt, who overcame, and /at down with the Father i 


in his Throne. 


VI. His Brethren were made to ſay, Ne are verih 
guilty concering our Brother, Gen xlii. 21. So ſome of iſ 
the Crucihers of our Lord Jeſus were made to cry out, 


I hat ſhall we de? Acts ii. It was well for them that 


ever they had a Senſe of it. O Grace ! wonderful 
Grace to the greateſt and vileſt of Sinners ! Who after ; 


this would ever deſpair of Mercy ? 
VII. Fo/eph, after much ſtrange and harſh Carriage, 
very ſweetly and affectionately made himſelf known to 
bis Brethren, ſaying, I am Joſeph. Our Lord Jeſu 
ſometimes ſeems to carry it ſtrange to his choſen and 
ranſomed ones. He ſpeaks roughly to them, as to 


that Woman of Canaan, Mat. xv. 21 —28. Hell 


would humble them, bring them to his Foot, make 
them cry earneſtly, exerciſe their Faith and Patience, 


and put a Price upon his own Favours to them. He 
makes them ſorry for a Time, that their Repentanc 
might be true, and their Joy the greater, 2 Cor. vi. 
8—10. How ſweet at laſt are the Diſcoveries of hl 
Love! He lets them know, that though they half 
wounded and gricved him, and their Sins pierced him, 


vet it was ſo ordained by God, and deſigned for eternal 
Good to them. 


O let us view our Lord Jeſus at his Table, as he 


who was ſold for us, betrayed unto Death, but not 
without his own: Knowlege and Conſent, but in the 


Greatneſs of his Love and Grace to us- ward | 

And let us view him in all his glorious Riches, in 
his high Advancement, and glorious Fulneſs of ſpi- 
ritual Proviſion. O let us go to our Foſeph / Here we 
ſhall have the richeſt Supplies. 

And let us ſee him diſcovering and making himſel 
knowa to us in this Feaſt that he bath made for — his 
retnrep 
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Rrethren. Here it is he diſcovers himſelf, and is &ozwn 
of his in breaking of Bread, Luke xxiv. 35. let us hear 
him ſaying, as once he ſaid to Paul, I am Feſus. 


Rx — — 


E x o p. Xii. 


Chriſt our Paſſover, 


TI E LORD Jeſus Chriſt himſelf is the Chriſtian 
1 Paſlover. He was intended and ſignified by the 
Paſſover of old, and is therefore the great Truth 
thereof, 1 Cor. v. 7. for even Chriſt our Paſſover is 
facrificed for us. He is ſo ſubſtantially. Yet in a 
lower Senſe, and by way of Repreſentation, the Lord's 
Supper is our Paſſover, In the Nature of an Ordinance 
this is ſo; that is, it comes in the room of the Paſſ- 
over of old, and has thoſe Uſes and Ends to us, with 
Advantage, which that had to them, though that were 
not properly a Type of his. It was at the very Time 
of the Paſlover when this Ordinance was inſtituted, and 
not till the laſt Paſſover was celebrated that ever was, 
or could of Right be kept. Now, 
I. The Paſſover was an Ordinance of Commems- 
ration. It was to commemorate their Deliverance, and 
coming out of Egypt. Their Bondage-State in Egypt 

was a Figure of the natural Condition of poor Sinners, 
their Bondage to Sin and Satan. Iſrael's Bondage was 
very great, that their Deliverance might be the greater. 
But O how great is our ſpiritual Bondage, and how 
miſerable and deplorable our Condition by means 
thereof ! yet here lies a Difference, they were ſenſible 
of it, but poor Sinners are unſenſible, and do not g= 
by Reaſon 7 the Bondage, and cry for Anguifh of Spirit, 
as they did. 

Now in their Deliverance, 

1. There was a Revelation of God in Chriſt, and 
&onſequently (in ſome darker Manner) of the Divine 
3 Perſons, 
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' Proofs of an eras Power. Of his Covenant faith ; 


covery of God's Covenant-faithfulneſs than is, er 


diſtinguiſh between the Iſraelites and Egyptians ! He f. 
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Perſons, Exod. iii. 6. The God of Abraham, and the 
God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob. It was Jeſus 
Chriſt that appeared to Moſes in the — Buſh, 
Acts vii. 30. An Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
Flame of Fire in a Buſh. Now what Angel was he, 
who could or dare ſay, I am the God of Abraham, &. 
unleſs the Angel of God's Preſence, the Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt ? Beſides, this is the Name revealed to Moſes, 1 
am that I am, Exod. iii. 14. And doth not Chrilf 
tell us his Name is I AM? John viii. 58. | 8 
2. There was a Revelation of the glorious Perfection 
of GOD. Of his Wiſdem. He was not at a Loi 
for Ways to bring it about. And how did he till tak 
the Wiſe in their own Craftineſs ? Of his Power, 
Rom. ix. 17,—1 raiſed thee up, that I might ſhewm 
Power in thee, &c. Therefore it is ſaid to be with ali 
out- ſtretched Arm, and an high Hand. All the Miracle 
done in the Wilderneſs, and at the Red-Sea, wer 


— Ll . 8 
Fulneſs. It was in Purſuance of his Covenant mad 


four hundred and thirty Years before to braun 
Gal. iii. 17. This Account is given of it, ZE xd. iſ 
24. God heard their Groaning, and God remembered hi 
Covenant with Abraham, with Iſaac, and with Jaco! a 
What though Abraham be dead long ago, and thou 
IJſrael may have almoſt forgot the Covenant, or forgꝗ 
to plead it, or are willing to ſtay in Egypt ? yet (ail 
God) I remember, &c. There could be no higher Dif 


cept that of which it was a Type. Juſt thus, it ish 
virtue of a Covenant made, long before we belien 
with Jeſus Chriſt concerning us, that we are freed an 
delivered from ſpiritual Bondage: And not for aff 
thing done 80 us before or at the Time. God" 
members his Covenant with Chriſt, and takes us fro! 
the Devil's Snare. Again, Of his Goodneſs and Grau 
Diſtinguiſhing Grace, electing Grace. how did I 


Redemptil 
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tion by Jeſus Chriſt | Great is his Faithfulneſs / 


& Ordinance to commemorate our Spiritual Redemption, 
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Redemption between them, as it is in the Margin, Exod. 
viii. 23. Juſt thus alſo are the Redeemed of the Lord 
a diſtinguiſhed People, a choſen People. Spiritual Re- 
demption is of ſuch a People. A Favour not ſhewn 
to others, but ſhewn to every one to whom the Cove- 
nant and Promiſe was made in Chriſt Jeſus. Laſtly, 
Of his Fuſtice. There was an awful Diſplay of his 
Juſtice againſt his Enemies when he ſaved his peculiar 
People. 

But O the Wiſdom, the Power, the mighty Hand, 
the out-ſtretched Arm, the Truth, the Goodneſs and 
awful Juſtice of God in our Deliverance and Redemp- 


T he Paſſover was in Commemoration of that De- 
liverance, Exod. xii. 14. The Lord's Supper is an 


as it was wrought by Jeſus Chriſt, and our Perſonal 
Freedom by converting, calling Grace, when we are 
called into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. 

II. The Fuer was an Ordinance of Prefiguration. 
It prefigured the Lord Jeſus Chriſt a Spiritual Re- 
deemer. And being a Remembrance of temporal Re- 
demption, it was the more apt to be a Type of 
ſpiritual, 

I. The Matter of the Ordinance was a Lamb. An 
innocent and harmleſs Creature. With an Eye to this, 
Chriſt is called the Lamb of God, John i. 29. Behold 
the Lamb of God. 1 Pet. i. 19 A Lamb without Spot, 

2. This Lamb muſt be without Blemiſh, Exed. xii. 
5. elſe it were not a fit Type of Chriſt, He was with- 
out the leaſt Blemiſh or Spot of Sin, Heb, vii. 25. Holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners. 

3. This Lamb muſt be taken up ſome Days before, 
and ſoon after ſlain, It muſt be taken up the tenth 
Day, and killed on the Evening of the fourteenth ; ſo 
was our LORD taken up and apprehended by divine 
Juſtice beforchand, and afterwards crucify'd by the 
Hands of ſinful Men, Or thus, he was devoted and 

D 4 ſanRify*d 
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ſanctify'd by Baptiſm at about thirty Years of Age, 
Luke ili. 23. and put to Death on the thitty-fourth. 
Thus Mr. Mather on the Types, 2d Edit. p. 419. 
© Chriſt entered into his public Miniſtry (faith he) the 
© thirticth Year of his Life, which is the 'I'enth thrice 
told, and ſuffered not till the four- and-thirtieth.” 
Had he not been flain, the Lamb had profited us nothing. 
He was a lain Lamb. To him the Beaſts and Elders 
ſing that Song, Theu art worthy, for thou waſt ſlain, 
Rev. v. 9. And he it is who is in the ter 
Throne as it had been ſlain, ver. 6, 

4. The Lamb muſt be roafted, This muſt be 
the way of Preparation, and not any other. To ſig- 
nify, no doubr, the Fire of God's Anger, and Heat of 
his Wrath, which Chriſt endured for us. The Wrath 
of God is oft compared to Fire, fee Fer. iv. 4. ard 
this Chriſt ſuſtained. l 

5. The Lamb muſt be eaten, and that with bitter 
Herbs, and the Whole of it eaten. Of theſe things! 
cannot ſpeak particularly, only in a Word. Chriſt 
will profit nothing, if he is not eaten. When Hrs 
Fleſh is Meat indeed, there muſt be an Eating of his 
Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, or we have no Life in 
us, John vi. 53—58. And why with bitter Herbs? 
Perhaps to teach Self-denial and Repentance. There 
muſt be Sorrow and Grief for Sin, working with Faith. 
And why the I hole therefore ? Exod. xii. 9, 10. Surely 
to teach that we muſt have a whole Chriſt, even in all 
he is and has, and in all his Offices. Chriſt and his 
Croſs. Nor would a true Believer have any thing leſs. 
6. Every Houſehold a Lamb. To ſignify perhaps, 
that the Grace of the Goſpel ſhould go very much by 
Houſeholds, which we find in the New Trflamant 
Thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe, Acts xvi. 31. Not 
thy Seed, ſo largeiy as it was with Abraham, till it be- 
comes a Nation, but thy Houſe. And to ſignify, that 
Chriſt would have every one to have a Portion, and 


every 
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every one enough, and every one of his to be fill'd 
with Goſpel-Proviſion. | 

III. The Paſſover was at firſt Inſtitution an Ordi- 
nance for Protection and Preſervation, How was that? 
Why ! They muſt take the Blood of the Paſchal Lamb, 
and ſprinkle upon the Door-poſts, &c. v. 7. to ſignify 
both the Shedding and the Sprinkling of Blood, even 
the Blood of Jeſus, Heb. ix. 22. Our Hearts and Con- 
ſciences muſt be ſprinkled with the Elood of Chriſt, x 
Pet. i. 2. which is therefore called the Blood of Sprink- 
ling, Heb. xii. 24. Elſe our Conſciences can't be pure 
and clean, unleſs thus ſprinkled, and ſo not ſafe. This 
Blood is our Safety. Nor can any periſh where it is. 
O get under the Protection of this precious Blood. 
There the deſtroying Angel has no Commiſſion as a 
Meſſenger of Death. It was therefore called the Pay/- 
der, becauſe of the deſtroying Angel paſſing over their 
Houſes, v. 13. 23. 37. The Vaelites in after Paſſovers 
might remember this Protection, tho” it was only in this 
firſt Celebration it had this particular Uſe. 

Now when Chriſt is called our Paſſover, it means as 
the Paſchal Lamb was metonymically ſo called. Chriſt 
is the true Paſchal Lamb, or the Truth ſignified thereby. 
Or, when the Paſſover was an Ordinance of Prefigu- 
ration, Chriſt and his Sacrifice, Chriſt and his Suffer- 
ings, Chriſt as the Food of Faith, was prefigured 
thereby. And as it was an Ordinance for Protection; 
ſo is Jeſus Chriſt, Be thou, bleſſed LORD, my rng 
Rack, whereto I may continually reſort. 

The Lord's Supper is an Ordinance of Repreſenta- 
tion, ſetting before us thoſe things which the Paſſover 
typed out, thoſe good things already come. Let us 
view thoſe things under the Symbols of Bread and 
Wine, which they had under the Type of a roaſted 


Lamb, in the Eating whereof they alſo made uſe of 
ine, 
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APPEND: 1X 


HIS laſt Hint may ſerve to explain what we read 

in Luke xxii. 17—20. where ſome may 2 

the Story ſomewhat confuſed: for he ſpeaks of the Cup 
before breaking the Bread, and then again after Supper. 
The former was the Paſſover- cup. Ainſworth out of 
Mai mony gives a large Relation of the Manner of cele- 
_— the Paſſover, on Exod. xii. * Together with 
the Paſchal Lamb (faith hc) they uſed to drink Wine; 
for it was a Feaſt of the LORD, and a Sacrifice, 
and therefore to be celebrated with Joy, and with 
Wine, Deut. xvi. 11, 12. Numb. xv. 5, They ſay, 
every one, both of Men and Women, is bound to 
drink that Night four Cups of Wine without fail : 
and tho* he be poor—he muſt not drink leſs than 
thoſe four Cups. He bleſſeth God for every of theſe 
Cups ſeverally, and for the fourth Cup he accom- 
pliſheth the Praiſe, and bleſſeth for it the Bleſſing of 
the Song, which is, All thy Yorks praiſe thee, O Lord, 
Sc. Pal. cxlv. 10. and bleſſeth God that created the 
Fruit of the Vine, and taſteth nothing at all after it 
all the Night, except Water.” See more in Ain/- 
worth, 
Let me conclude with this Inference. Is Chriſt our 
true Paſſover ? What have we to do with that Jewiſh 
Feaſt, or the Time of it, now called Eaſter? Eafter i 
© or Ac/ter was the Saxon Goddeſs which they ſacrificed Wh 
unt» in the Month of April, whom the Britons 
worſhiped by the Name of Adrafte, the ſame with 
the Phanician A/tarte and the Sidonian an Aſptoreth, 1 
Kings xi. 5. Aſvtoreth the Goddeſs of the Zidanians. 
Gale', Court of the Gentiles, p. I. I. 1. c. 12. p. 85. 
I. 2. c. 2. Here is Antiquity truly, but a very bad 
Original. A/htoreth or Mitaroth, by leaving out the 
Termination, becomes Aſhtar. And how eaſily does 
that become Later! As to that in Ads Xil. 4. intending 


after 


"I * & © 7 & MX 7 ©. on Wo, 


R K i 


4 


and Reflections, &c. 43 


efter Eaſter to bring him forth, &c. It is in the Greek 
pe] vd nTa5ga, After the of 1 oh And it might as 
well have been rendered Eaſter, through the New 
Teſtament, as here. The dreadful Diſſenſion that hap- 
pened in the Church ſo early as in the ſecond Century 
about the time of celebrating Eaſter, was doubtleſs a 
juſt Rebuke upon them all for their Judaizing in this 
Point. Vidtor, Biſhop of Rome, excommunicated the 
Eaſtern Churches, for keeping Ea/ter at the ſame time 
the Jetos did; whereas the Komans, in Remembrance 
of Chriſt's Reſurrection, did obſerve the firſt Sunday 
aſter the full Moon of March. This was about the 
Year 198. Euſeb. l. 5. c. 25, 26. There is an excel- 
lent and large Teſtimony of Socrates Scholaſticus, 1. 5. 
c. 22. againſt the Obſervation of this Feaſt. There 
would have been no Contention about obſerving the 
Fewiſh Feaſt of Paſſover, had they ſeen in clear 
Goſpel-Light, that Jeſus Chriſt is our Paſſover. 


E x O p. xxiv. 


The Glory of the God of Iſrael, 


THE God of Glory appeared to Moſes, Aaron, Na- 
dab, and Abihu,with Seventy of the Elders of //rae!. 

He appeared in Glory, yet not as an ab/o/ute God, but 
as the God of Jſracl, v. 10. And they ſaw the God of 
Iſrael, and there were under his Feet as it were a paved 
Work of a Sapphiresſtone, and as it were the Body «of 
Heaven in its Clearneſs. ver. 16. And the Glory of the 
Lord abode upon Mount Sinai—ver. 17. And the Sight of 
the Glory of the Lord was like devouring Fire on the Top 
of the Mount, If ever any thing were Great, Ma- 
* and Surpriſing, it is what we have in theſe Verſes. 
t was (I conceive with Mr. Pool in his Annotations) an 

Appearance of Chri/t, the Man Chriſt, as an Eflav and 


Pledge 


x 


44. Scriptural Meditations 


Pledge of his future Incarnation, not in Meanneſs aud 
Abaſement, but having his Robes of Glory on, cloathed 
with Honour and Majeſty, covered with Light as with 
a Garment. Lo! This is the GOD of Vael, the 
Angel that ſpake to him [to Moſes] in the Mount Sinai. 
Thy Throne, O God, O eternal Son of God! is for 
ever and ever, What a bleſſed Sight will it be for 
glorified Eyes to behold a glorified Redeemer ! 

Here obſerve, 1. The Time of this Appearance : It 
was the Time of dedicating the hiſt Covenant or Teſta- 
ment, and of very ſolemn Sacrificing in order thereto, 
Read v. 1. to the Sch include: Which the Apoſtle 
quotes, Heb. ix. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. where he con- 
cludes, Alme/t all things are by the Law parged with 
Blzd ; and without Shedding of Blood there is no Re- 
miſſion. And which the Prophet ſeems to have an Eye 
upon, Zech. ix. 11. when he faith, By the Blocd of 
thy Covenant, &c. In that firſt Teſtament there was the 
Covenant, and the Blood of it; ſo there is in the New. 
But, pray, don't think that firſt Covenant was a Co- 
venant of Hors, You can have no right Thoughts of 
theſe things, if you take it ſo. It matters not much 
whether you call it, The Old Teftament, or a Typical 
Covenant of Grace, or the former Edition of the Cove- 
rant F Grace, or a Church Covenant between God and 
iſrael, or an Adminiſtration of the Covenant of Grace 
in order to a Church-State and Relation; or ſuch-1:ke. 
But, to conceive of it as a Covenant of Works, is groſs 
and abſurd, and confounds the whole Syſtem of the 
Old Teſtament, 

II. The AMildneſs and Grace of this Appearance: 
For this Covenant, and the Blood of it, were typical 
of the New "Teſtament, and the Blood of it, Heb. ix. 
15, 16, 17, 18. I hereupon, neither the firſt Teſtament 
was dedicated without Blood; 9. d. Seeing this was a 
Type of that, it was meet it ſhould not. Exod. xxiv. 


II. And upon the Nevles of the Children of Iſrael he laid 


net his Hand : Alſo they ſaw God, and did eat and 
| drink Py 
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drink They ſaw him, as the God of Iſrael, appear 
ing in Grace and Favour to a very ſinful People. Here 
was Majeſty, and yet Mercy; Glory, and yet Grace: 
He keeps his awful Diſtance, and yet lets them come 
near. When he appeais as a conſuming Fire, yet he 
is //rael's God. , Juſtice is reconcilable, yea, recon- 
ciled with Mercy. To this Text the Apoſtle has re- 
ſpect, Heb. xii. 29. For our God is a conſuming Fire. 
He don't ſay, an abſolute God, or God out of Chrift, 
tho? that is true indeed : But he faith, our God, or as it 
is in the Text, the God of Ijrael. It comes in as an 
Argument with Believers, that they ſhould have Grace, 
to ſerve God acceptably, with Reverence, and god! 
Fear; as Moſes and Aaron would worſhip [frae!'s God, 
when they were under his Eye, and ſaw his Glory, 
Yea, our God, even Jeſus Cori is a conſuming Fire ; 
1. In reſpet of Majeſty, Brightneſs, and Glory, 
For ſuch was this Repreſentation here. 2. In reſpet 
of Juſtice. When he comes as the great eternal Judge, 
ſo Chriſtleſs Sinners will find him. But the Reprelen- 
tation here was mild and merciful, tho* majeſtic and 

lorious. O how gracious is he, in the Day of his 
—— and Mercy ! But A/ the Son left he be angry, &c. 
By this alſo may the Prophet (%. xxxiii. 14, 15.) be 
expounded : ho among us ſhall dwell with the devour- 
ing Fire? — Miib everlaſting Burnings? With that God 
who is as a conſuming Fire? Not H«pocrites and 
Chriſtleſs ones. It they cannot bear the Preſence of his 
Glory and Majeſty, how can they bear the Preſence of 
his Holineſs and Juſtice * The Anſwer follows, be that 
walketh righteouſly, and ſpeaketh uprightly, To them 
all this Glory ſhall be familiar, and they ſhall be able 
to endure his Preſence, O thou God of Vael “ when 
thou wilt ſhew me thy Glory, as choathed with Ma- 
jeſty, let me ſee thee cloathed with Mercy. If I be- 
hold thee as a conſuming Fire, let me ſee Juice alſo 
mine, and I will not fear to draw ncar unto thee, 
Deut. iv. 20. and 24+, 


The 


therein, and I defire no more. Thus drawing near to 
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The Appearances of God of old were vi/ible : That 
Diſpenſation was more carnal, We are ready to wiſh 
for ſuch Appearances of God again ; it is becauſe we 
are carnal. If we have an Eye of Faith to ſee the 
God of J/rael! withal, we need not ſuch Appearances, 
till Jeſus comes in the Clouds of Heaven. 

Behold the Blood of the Covenant, which the Lord 
hath made with you ; ſo ſpake Moſes on that ſolemn 
Day, when he took the Blood, and ſprinkled it on the 
People. Here now in this Solemnity is the New Teſta- 
ment, and the Blood of that Teſtament repreſented. 
We are pointed to that Time, when it was dedicated, 
by the Redeemer's Blood. And now, let us eye that 
Blood as the Blood of the Covenant. I ſay, This Even- 
ing, behold the Blood of the Covenant. The Teſta- 
ment is founded on it, dedicated by it, and all the 
Bleſſings thereof purchaſed thereby. O precious Blood 
O let me be within the Reach of ſome Drops of this 
ſaving Blood! O let me have a Part in the Teſtator's 
Death, in his New Teftament, and the Blood where- 
with it is ratified, and the Bleſſings given as Legacies 


(God in the new Covenant by the Mediator's Blood, 
we ſhall fee, we ſhall hear, and converſe with, //rael's 
God: but fee all calm around him; a clear and peace- 
able Sky, the Body of Heaven in its Clearneſs. You 
ſee him as a conſuming Fire in the Sacrifice of Chrift, 
ſee his Glory and Majeſty: Yet he will not lay his 
Hand upon you ; his Hand of Juſtice has been on Chri/t. 
You may fee God, and eat and drink. 

Such a Time was that when the great Sacrifice was 
offered, and a greater than this in the Text. Such a 
Time is this, if we have Faith to ſee it, and our God 
will make it ſo ; a covenanting Time, and of Sprink- 
ling of Blood, and of drawing near to GOD, and of 
ſeeing the God of Iſrael as a conſuming Fire, yet a 
reconciled G OD. 
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Ex o p. xxv. 8, 9. 21, 22. 


And let them make me a Sanctuary, that I may 
dwell among them. According to all that I 
ſhew thee, after the Pattern of the Tabernacle, — 
ſo ſhall ye make it. Ver. 21, 22. And thou fhalt 
put the Mercy-Seat above upon the Ark, and 
in the Ark thou ſhalt put the Teſtimony, that I 
ſhall give thee, and there 1 will meet with thee, 
and I will commune with thee, from above the 
Mercy-Seat, &c. 


- 


HRIST is the Sanctuary, he is the Ark, and 
he is the Mercy-Seat. He is the San2zary or 
ho 


y Place of God's Abode. Nor would our God 
dwell with Men, with ſinful Men, if he had not found 
this Dwclling-Place, He is the true Tabernacle, 
Heb, viii. 2. John i. 14. Pſal. Ixviii. 18. Thou h re- 
ceived Gifts for Men 125 in the Man] that the Lord 
God night dwell [viz, in him, and foin them}. This 
true 'I abernacle was reared, that I may dwell (faith 
God) with them. O bleſſed Deſign ! hence it is that 
God dwells with Men on Earth. And here is an 
Anſwer to that poſing Queſtion of Solomon, Will God 
indeed dwell with Men on Earth ? It ceaſes to be a 
Wonder, or rather the Myſtery is diſcloſed, when 
God has reared a Tabernacle, prepared a Body for 
Jeſus Chriſt, and dwelleth in the Man. For now he 
goes on, and dwells in every Saint as his Temple, in 
every Church as his Houſe, Joh xiv. 23. Epheſ. ik. 
22. till all is ſwallowed up in the New-Feruſalem 
Glory, when the Tabernacle of God ſhall be with Men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his People, 
end God himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their Gad. 

In this Ordinance we ſee an incarnate Jeſus, and arg 
led to conſider the great Gift of the Father, the great 
ve 
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Love of God in ſending his Son, and Chriſt's taking 
our Fleſh. 

Again, there was the Art of the Covenant. A Type 
too of the human Nature of Chriſt in the Meanneſs 
of his outward Condition: But when the Ark made of 
Wood was overlaid with Gold, it figured the Excel- 
lency and Glory of Chriſt's Perſon, the Worth and 
Dignity of the Man in Union with God. And when 
the. Covenant (viz. the Ten Commandments) was kept 
in the Ark, it typified, that in Chriſt the Law was 
kept, and altogether fulfilled. O fee the Law kept in 
the Ark of the Covenant! And when it was ſo, it is 
thro' him that God is a God in Covenant. The Ark 
was the moſt ſacred Utenſil in the Tabernacle. Now 
this was placed between the Cherubims, and above upon 
it was the Mercy-Seat, which was the Covering of the 
Ark, and therefore the Covering of the Law, to hide 
theT hreatening and Curſe thereof from the Eye of Ged, 
Who fat upon that Mercy-Seat. 

O glorious Repreſentation ! {5 OD upon a Mercy- 
Seat! So we view him at the Lord's Table. Chriſt is 
the Propitiatory or Mercy-Seat, the Propitiation, for 
our Sins, the Covering that hides them, and the Curſe 
due to them by the Law, Thus, when the Law is 
kept in Chriſt, and the Curſe removed; then God is 
propitious and merciful to guilty Sinners, and then he 
will meet his People, and bleſs them, he will commune 
with them from that Mercy- Seat. 

This Ordinance is the great Solemnity whe we 
may believe and hope to meet with G O D, and where 
he will come and hold Communion with us, and mani- 
feſt himſelf unto us, as from his Mercy-Seat, thro' 
the — of che Blood of Chriſt. 
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COROLLARY. 


Is Chriſt the true Tabernacle, in whom that Type 
was fulfilled ? Then we have done with Tabernacles 
and Places under the Goſpel, Places for the Worſhip 
of God, convenient and neceſſary to the Worſhipers, 
but not to him whom we worſhip, we bleſs God for ; 
eſpecially we have Reaſon to do ſo, when they were ſo 
lately threatened to be demoliſhed, by thoſe whoſe 
Rage and Fury God hath now reſtrained. But theſe 
Houſes (I will not ſay, Houſes of God, but Houſes for 
God's Worſhip) were not typify'd by that of old. 
Nor had the Tabernacle or Temple (which was One, 
and but One at one time) any Reſpect unto or Re- 
ſemblance with Places for Worſhip, under the Goſpel. 
The relative Holineſs of thoſe Places (which is all they 
challenge) was a Type of the Real Holineſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and perhaps of the Church of Chriſt, I mean, 
his People, in whom he dwells : but not of any rela- 
tive Holineſs in Meeting-Places. The Tabernacle was 

Holy, becauſe GOD ſaid, This is the . and this 
is the Place, where I will be worſhiped. But this he 
hath not ſaid of any Place whatſoever, ſince the De- 
ſtruction of the Second Temple; but rather the con- 
trary, that there ſhould be altogether no Difference of 
Place under the Goſpel. Remarkable were. the Pro- 
phecies of the old Teſtament to this Purpoſe, Ja. Ixvi. 
I. Thus ſaith the Lord, The Heaven is my Throne, and 
the Earth is my Footflool : Where is the Houſe ye build 
unto me? And where is the Place of my Reſt ? What 
Houſe can ye build ſuitable to my Majeſty ? Or that 
can be a Dwelling for me who fill Heaven and Earth? 
No material Temple will do, v. 2. For all ou Things 
bath mine Hand made, and all thoſe Things have been, 
faith the Lord : But to this Man will I look that is poor, 
&Cc. You can bring no Materials but what my Hand 


hath made, what then can ſuch a Building be to me ? 
| E Beſides. 
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Beſides, thoſe Things have been, viz. a Tabernacle and 
Temple built to my Name, they have been, but are no 
more in Requeſt ; for it is a Prophecy of the Goſpel- 
Day, as all that goes before, and that follows after, 
ſhews. But now my Dwelling ſhall be in true Believers 
Hearts, thoſe living Temples. Thus in Effect Stephen 
expounds this Place, in juſtifying himfelf againſt that 
Charge, that he had ſaid, Feſus of Nazareth ſball de- 
rey this Place, and ſhall change the Cuſtoms that 
* Moſes delivered us,” Acts vi. 14. I fay, he quotes 
this of Haiah with a remarkable Preface concerning the 
Tabernacle and Temple, As vii. 46, 47, 48, 49, 50. 
And taxeth them as /?iff-necked, and uncircumciſed in 
Heart and Ears, for reſiſting the Deſign of God in 
the Goſpel, v. 51. And as the Temple was to come 
to its End; ſo all Temple- worſhip (ftriftly ſpeaking) 
was to ceaſe. As it follows, 1/a. Ixvi. 3. that Text 
does not mean, that hypocritical formal Worſhipers 
are thus abominable to God, even in attending on Or- 
dinances of his own Appointment (though that be true) 
but that Temple- Worſhip ſhould altogether ceaſe ; fo 
tha: filling an Ox is as ſlaying a Man, ſacrificing a 
Lamb as cutting off a Dog's Neck, &c. yet the poor 
ſtubborn Fews choſe their own Ways (as it follows) in 
Worſhiping of God according to Meſes's Law, in 
Oppoſition to Goſpel- Worſhip. See alſo Mal. i. I. 
a very full Text, and __ „ To the 
Goſpel-Day. And in the New- Teſtament, » XViii, 
20. Fohn iv. 20—24. 1 Tim. ii. 8. 

Of old the Place was a Part of the Worſhip, being 
ſanctified by his Command, and the Symbols of his 
Prefence. As with reſpet to Time, holy Time is a 
Part of the Worſhip ; ſuch is the Lord's-day : Other 
Time that is commen may be for holy Work, but 
adds nothing to the Worſhip, nor is a Part of it: So, 
ſome Place may be for holy Uſe, but is not therefore 
holy. Under the Goſpel, no Difference is made of 
Place at all. And without a diyine Deſignation, ming 
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thing can make any Place relatively holy. The Spiri- 
tual Preſence of GOD does not do it ; for then every 
Place were holy where a Believer has Communion 
with God. But ſome miraculous Appearance of God, 
as to Moſes in the Buſh, Exod. iii. 5. which did, pro 
tempore, make that Place holy : And the Abode of 
the viſible Symbols of his Preſence fixed by divine Ap- 
pointment to any. Place. But it is time to diſmiſs this 
Point, See a learned, weighty, and not unaccurate 
Difcourſe thereon ; viz. Mr. Fenkin's Afternoon Ser- 
mon, preached 17 Auguſt 1662. printed in the Col- 
lection of Farewel Sermons, preached about that Time. 
To conclude, let us adore our Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the 
true Tabernacle, and ſee that our Hearts be the living 
3 of the Holy Ghoſt, Ja. lvii. 15. Epheſ. ii. 
22. It matters not where this Ordinance is celebrated, 
ſo we have the Preſence of our Bleſſed Jeſus with us. 
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LE v. ix. 6. 22, 23, 24. 


And Moſes ſaid, This is the thing which the Lord 
commanded, that ye ſhould do; and the Glory of 
the Lord ſball appear unto you. V. 23— And 
the Glory of the LORD appeared unto all the 
People. V. 24. And there came a Fire out from 
before the LORD, and conſumed upon the 
Altar the Burnt-offering, and the Fat': Which 


when all the People ſaw, they ſhouted, and fell 
on their Faces. 


HO” Sacrificing was a ſolemn Part of the Wor- 
ſhip commanded at Mount Sinai, yet it was 
much more antient, as we have ſeen in the Practice of 
godly Noah preſently aſter the Flood, and of righteous 
be] long before that; which ſhews, that it was an In- 
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ſtitution from the ny ary So was Chriſt the Lan 


ain (in Fype as well as in Promiſe) from the Foundation 
of the Morld. But now, Offering of Sacrifice being 
deſigned by GOD to be one of the moſt ſolemn Or- 
dinances of his Worſhip, till Chriſt, the great Sacrifice, 
{hould be offered up, he ordained a Prieſthood to ſerye 


continually at the Altar. This was the Work of Aaron 


and his Sons. Their Conſecration unto this Office we 
hd c. viii. and their Entrance upon the Diſcharge of it 
in this Chapter, which God. would honour by a Dif. 
play of his own Glory. This they muſt prepare for, 
according to divine Direction, v. 6, 7. Tho' the 
Diſplays of God's Glory are ſovereign and free, ye 
they are ordinarily vouchſafed to his People waiting ot 
him in a way of Duty. They that have Skill wil 
read this in thoſe New Teſtament Scriptures, John xi, 
27. c. xv, 16, Great Enjoyments of God are ex 
perienced in a way of cloſe walking with God, an 


keeping his Commandments. 


Here was a folemn Worſhiping of God in thi 
Chapter, both by a Sin- offering, and Burnt-offering, 
both for Aaron, and for the People, v. 8. and 1 
Theſe things they were to do, and had the Promiſe d 


ſeeing the Glory of God. Out of this Chapter, u. 


might ſtate, and very much ſettle, our Diſputes abou 
thoſe "Things that are called Conditions of the Covenant. 
Do you be found in the way of Duty, do fo and ſo 
ſaith God; for To-day the Lord will appear unto yi 
That's his Purpoſe, and that he promſeth, and it » 
propoſed in a way of Encouragement: Well, bu 
this is the thing that ye ſhall do, and the Glory of tht 
LORD fhall appear unto you, v. 6. Here it is pro 
poſed as it were in a Conditional way. In this wi! 
you may expect it, and cannot, and ſhall not, have" 
in another, On this Ground many ſpeak of Duties.s 
Conditions. But you ſee it was firſt purpoſed an 
promiſed freely; and the Duty required was, if al) 
Conditio Conditiondti, àa Condition promiſed by God 

* 0 
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or undertaken for by him. So what is required be- 
comes a Part of the Covenant, and therefore cannot 
properly be a Condition of it. Let Conditions then 
veil to free Promiſe, and free Grace, in which they are 
| all ſwallowed up. And let us not too eagerly ſtrive 
about Words, but ſee if we can agree about Things. 

Well! Theſe Duties they waited upon God in: 
And what then did [/raez/ wait upon God for, at the 
Concluſion of this Solemnity ? 1. The Blefling of 
Moſes the Mediator, and of Aaron the High- Prieſt. 
For the Office of the Prieſt was not only to offer Sa- 
crifice for Atonement, but alſo to bleſs the People. 
See 1 Chron, xxili. 13.— And to bleſs in his Name for 
ever. The Form of Bleſſing uſed by the Prieft was 
excellent. You have it in Numb. vi. 24—27. 2. They 
waited for a viſible Manifeſtation of God's Glory. 
3. A viſible Token of his Acceptance of their Offer- 
ing and Worſhip. And all theſe they enjoyed. Hence 
they were filled with Joy, and holy Reverence. They 
ſhouted, and fell on their Faces. 

What wait we for this Evening, in this way af 
Duty that God calleth for? We have to do with Chriſt, 
our Mediator, our High- Prieſt, We are to converſe 
with him, in his glorious and eternal Pricſthood, Chriſt 
the Prieſt, and Chriſt the Sacrifice. This Ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper comes the neareſt to thoſe Solemnities 
of any other. Tho? 'tis not a Sacrifice, yet 'tis a Fea 
upon a Sacrifice, And now what wait we for? Oh! 
how defirable is a Blefling from our Prieſt, if he will life 
up his Hand, and bleſs us! And how much to be deſired 
is a Sight of the Glory of GOD! Here his Glory is 
to be ſeen, tho? not viſibly as then; yet by an Eye of 
Faith. And O how ſhould we defire ſome Token for 
good of his Preſence ! Tho? not by Fire ſent down from 
Heaven, yet he can make us know that he is in this Place, 
and doth accept our Perſons and Services this Evening, 
Lord ! theſe are the Things we ſeek at this great Sacri- 
nee! Bleſs us, own us, and ſhew us thy Glory! 
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L x v. xvl. 
CHRIST our Atonement, 


N E great Ordinance of the Old Teſtament was 

the making Atonement for Sin, in a very ſolemn 

manner, by the Prieft, even the High-Prieſt alone, 

once a Year, which is recorded very particularly in this 
Chapter. Here, 

I. Confider the Garments which were to be uſed. 
Not thoſe he ordinarily wore, and in which he mini- 
ſtred at other Times, but the holy linen Garments, v. 4. 
Yet he was to change his Garments, v. 13. 24. Theſe 
linen Garments typify'd the Meanneſs of Chriſt's out- 
ward Eſtate. He was in a humbled, abaſed State 
while he was making Atonement here on Earth. Yet 
they typify'd Cleanneſs, Purity, and Innocence, in his 
whole 5 (Rev. xix. 8.) as alſo did the waſh- 
ing with Water in putting them on. But when Chriſt 
had done the Work, he put on other Garments, Robes 
for Beauty and Glory, after his Reſurrection. 

II. Aaron muſt provide an Offering for himſelf, firſt 
to atone for his own Sins : Which ſhews the Weakneſs 
of that Diſpenſation ; for Chriſt need not do thus. 
Heb. vii. 26, 27, 28. He could never atone for others 
Sins, who muſt firſt atone for his own. The High- 
Prieft muſt firſt be clear of his own Sins, before he 
could atone for others, to ſhow that Chriſt muſt be 
clear of all Sin of his own, who was to atone for 
others Sins. Thou, deareſt Lord, who wert without 
Sin, wert made Sin, to put away my Sin, by the Sa- 
crifice of thyſelf on that great Atonement-day ! 

III. Aaron with his Sin-Offering muſt offer Incenſe, 
and raiſe a Cloud 7 Incenſe to cover the Mercy- Seat. 50 
did Chriſt carry a ſweet Perſume with him into Heaven, 
the Perfume of his Sacrifice, the Virtue of his Blood; 
and as with a Cloud of Incenſe he covers the Mercy- 
Seat above, and ſtill perfumes the holy Place with his 
Interceſſion there. The Papifts ſay, Why may _ 
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Saints in Heaven, why may not the holy Angels, be 
deſired to pray for us? We aſk it of the Saints here: 
And thoſe above have an Intereſt in God too. I an- 
ſiber, Becauſe it is an Encroachment upon the High- 
Prieſthood of Chriſt above. No Angel nor Arch- 
Angel dares ſpeak a Word; it is Chriſt's Prerogative 
to appear in Heaven for us, Heb. ix. 24. The High- 
Prieſt alone muſt enter into the Holieſt, and that once 
a Year. Moſt excellently is this diſcourſed by Mr. 
Mede in his Apaſtaſy of the latter Times, where he is 
ſhewing, that praying to Saints 1 as Mediators 
and Agents to us with God, is Idolatry, p. 31-40. in 
4%. he ſhews, This glorious Throne of Majeſty, 
« this ſitting at the right Hand of God, is a Name in- 
communicable, an Exaltation whereof no Creature 
in Heaven or Earth is capable. The Honour of be- 
ing prayed to in Heaven, and before the Throne of 
Preſence, is a Prerogative of Dextrg Dei, and to 
receive our Devotions there, a Flower of Chriſt's 
ſitting at the right Hand of God. —Now in the 
Tabernacle of this World, as was in the firſt Taber- 
nacle, we may happly find many Prieſts whom to 
employ as Agents for us with God: But in the Second 
Tabernacle, which is in Heaven, there is but One 
Agent to be employed, but One who hath Royal Com- 
miſſion to deal between God and Men, that Angel of 
his Preſence, as Iſaiab calls him, Chap. lxiii. . And 
this he ſbetus to be the Fruit and Reward of his un- 
dergoing that Death which no Creature in Heaven, or 
in Earth, was able to undergo but himſelf, whereby 
Death itſelf was overcome,—that it might appear for 
ever to be a peculiar Right to him. Nor is God to 
be prayed to in any other Name than Chriſt's Name 
—As God is One, ſo the Mediator is One. It is a 
godlike Royalty, and therefore can belong but to One.” 
I'hus that great Man, Nor do I remember to have read 
any thing better written than what he there writes at large 
upon this Subject. O the Glory of his Intercefſion |! 
E 4 IV. Aaron 
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IV. Aaron muſt offer the Goat of the Sin-Offering 
for the People, and bring the Blood into the holy Place, 
and make an Atonement by Blood for /raz/. Thus 
Chriſt made an Atonement by his own Blood, for all MW 
the Tranſgreſſions, and all the Sins and Uncleanneſſes of 
his Jrael. Having offer'd himſelf, he carry'd the 
Virtue of his own Blood into Heaven and reconcil'd 
that holy Place, that finful Men might have an Inhe- 
ritance there. | 1 

V. No Man muſt be in the Tabernacle when all 
this was done. There was none with Jeſus Chriſt in 


the great Work of making Atonement. None with 


him in Dying, to bear a Part or to ſupport him in the 
Work. None at the Altar of Burnt-offering, or at the 
Altar of Incenſe, but himſelf, I/. xli. 28. c. xlix. 2. 
c. lix. 16. c. Ixiii. 3. 5. He alone could go in and make 
an Atonement in the holy Place. 6 Bleſſed Jeſus 
2 thee is the Honour due of making our Peace with 

od, 
VI. There was a Scape-Goat, over which all the 
Iniquities of 1/rael, with all their Tranſgreffions, in all 
their Sins, were confeſs'd, and on which they were 
laid, and by which they were carry'd away into a Land 
of Separation. Thus Chriſt having dy'd as the Goat 
of the Sin-Offering, he roſe again as our Scape Goat, if 
and went away alive, victorious over Hell and Death; 
but when he aroſe, he left our Sins in the Grave, that 
Land of Separation never more to be ſeen or heard of, 
never more to be found or remembred. I ſay, Jeſus 
Chriſt roſe from the Dead, but our Sins did not riſe with 
him, but remain'd buried for ever. Thus Atonement wa 
to be made on the tenth Day of the ſeventh Month every 
Year at the End of the Year ( Exod. xxiii. 16.) S Chri/'fi 
appear d once (and but once) ix the End of the World, 1 
put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 

O let us view the Blood of Atonement, and view 
the Atonement made by that Blood, and act Faith in 
it at the Lord's Table. 

Thanks be to G OD for Chriſt, who is our * 

: EV. 
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LE v. xxv. 
The Jubilee. 


HERE was a very great Solemnity of the 
Jubilee, or Year of Releaſe, under the Old 
Teftament, It was firſt proclaim'd and publiſhed in a 
very ſolemn manner; and that was by the Sound of 
the Trumpet. © Hear all ye Tribes of //rael from Dan 
to Beer/heba ! The Year of Jubilee is come, at the 
End of ſeven Sabbatical Years! Hear in all your 
« Cities, Towns and Villages the Trumpet ſounding 
© a joyful Releaſe! Now it was the Greatneſs of the 
Antitype that kept up the Greatneſs and Majeſty 
of the Type. The Preaching of the Goſpel, which 
is the joyful Sound, was figured hereby. This the P/alm- 
1% means, P/al. Ixxxix. 15. alluding (as is thought) 
the Year of Jubilee. Bleſſed is the People that know the 
Joyful Sound; the glad Tidings that the Goſpel brings 
to their Ears, concerning Chriſt the great Redeemer, 
and that bleſſed Redemption wrought by him. The 
Trumpet was to ſound, and the Jubilee begin on the 
Day of Atonement, v. 9. The Time of the Year an- 
ſwer'd the Time of Chriſt's Nativity or coming into 
the World, which I am very apt to think was in the 
ſeventh Month, and not the tenth according to our 
vulgar Reckoning; but at the Time of the Feaſt of the 
Tabernacles, which was on the fifteenth Day of this 
Month, Lev. xxiii. 39. This Feaſt (viz. of Taber- 
nacles) was a Ty pe of Chriſt's Incarnation, or Taber- 
nacling in the Fleſh, John i. 14. But when his Incar- 
nation and his Death were thus as it were conjoin'd in 
theſe Ly pes, it ſhews, that he was born to die. And 
as he could not die unleſs he were born : ſo if he were 
born for us, he mult alſo die for us. | 

And when the Jubilee was thus ſolemnly introduced 
55 the Day of jAtonement, and the Feaſt of Taberna- 
cles; 
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cles; it teaches that the great Year of Jubilee takes iti 
Riſe boch from the Incarnation and Paſſion of our Lord 
Jeſus. O joyful Birth! and O bleſſed Death, that are 
the Source and Spring of fo much Good to Men! Hear 
all ye Tribes of Vel, in all the World! The Year of 
Jubilee is come, the Feaſt of Tabernacles, the Day of 
Atonement, the acceptable Year of the Lord! Let the 
Trumpet found aloud to be heard in all the World. 
Ja. xxvii. 13. The great Trumpet ſhall be blewn. 

But what is the Year of Jubilee“ 

I. It was a Year of Redemption as to their Inheritance 
that was ſold or forfeited, v. 10. 

II. It was a Year of Liberty and Releaſe to him who 
was ſold thro* Poverty, and to his Family, and of return- 
ing to his Poſſeſſion, v. 41. 

I. It was a Year of R-/? to the Land, and to the 
Inhabitants of it. Like the Paradiſiac State, they were 
to live of what grew of itſelf, by the Blefling of God, 
which was to be eaten out of the Field, v. 11, 12. 

To this happy Year J/aiab alludes in that ſweet and 
comfortable Prophecy, I/ Ixi. 1—3.—to preach good 
Tidings to the Meek, — to proclaim Liberty to the Cap- 
tives, and the Opening of the Priſon tr them that are bound. 
V. 2. To proclaim the acceptable Year of the Lird, &c. 
Which Chriſt himſelf apply'd to himſelf, Lake iv, 
16—22. | 

The Spiritual Jubilee then is the glorious Liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, the Lord's Releaſe 
from the Bondage and Tyranny of Sin as purchaſed by 
Cnriſt, and effected by the Spirit. It is the Redemp- 
tion of poor Sinners, who had fold themſelves to Sin 
and Satan. It is the Purchaſe of the Poſſeſſion of 
Grace and Glory. It is the bleſſed Reft we enter into 
by Faith, and never go out from, till it's ſwallow'd up 
i everlaſting Reſt. 
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BREAKING BREAD. 


—— bh 


PART II. 


Containing brief Diſcourſes on ſome 
Heads of Dvinity, concerning 


Jeſus Chriſt our LORD. 
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The glorious Perfections of GOD diſplay d 
in Chriſt. 


ER E let us come and conſider how all 
" <| the glorious Perfections of God are mani- 
2 feſted and magnity'd in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
yg] the Redemption of poor Sinners by him. 

The Being of God is written in legible 
Characters in every Part of the Creation, and ſeen in 
the Conſervation and Government of this World: wht 

wou 
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would Men have farther Proof of it? He ſends his Son 
down from Heaven to Earth, to aſſure us, not onl 

that he is, but that he is a Rewarder of them that dilts 
gently ſeek him; that he was and is in Jeſus Chrift re. 
conciling the World to himſelf. And he that will not be- 
lieve this Teſtimonyof the Son of God, deſerves to 
periſh in his Unbelief. But now let us view the Per- 
fections of the Divine Nature. 

I. The Liſdom of GOD. The Conſtitution of 
the glorious Perſon of the Redeemer, as God: Man, is the 
amazing Effect of infinite Divine Wiſdom. In him 
Heaven and Earth, GOD and Man, do meet, and 
make one Perſon. Offended and offending Natures 
are united in ſweeteſt Concord, the Pledge and Way 
of our Reconciljation with God. This is therefore 
reckon'd as the great Myſtery of the Gofpe!, 1 Tim. 
iii. 16. Ged manifeſt in the Fleſh, Lut this Point is 
admirably handled by Dr. Owen in his Diſcourſe of the 
Perſon of Chriſt; to which I refer the Reader. 

And again, the Salvation of the Church by Chriſt is 
a wonderful Diſplay of Divine Wiſdom. Here Mercy 
and Juſtice are brought to a Reconciliation, both their 
Pleas are fully heard, and both ſhine forth in all their 
Brightneſs. A Surety ſtood in the Place of Sinners, 
obey'd and died in their ſtead, ſatisfy'd the offended | 
Juſlice of GOD, redeem'd us by his Blood, juſtify'd 
us by his Righteouſneſs: This is that new and living 
Hay, which only infinite Wiſdom could think of, or 
contrive. How many and deep are the My ſteries of 
the Goſpel! And in all of them the Wiſdom of God 
- made known in a ſurpriſing Manner, Ephe/. ii. 

— IO. 

II. The Power of GOD. If we conſider the 
Works of Creation, thoſe Yor ks that Men behold, there 
he appears in wonderful Diſplays of Power, his eternal 
Peter and Godhead, Rom. i. 20. In all the Parts of the 
Creation, we ſee the Glory, and Almighty Arm, of the. 
Great Creator. But when we are about to ſpeak 0 

. . . f 
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the joyful Sound, we will ſay, Thou haſt a mighty 
Arm: Streng is thy Hand, and high is thy Right-hand. 
Pſal. Ixxxix. 13. 

This Power 1s ſeen in our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. 
For who can ſave with an Arm like God Job xl. 9. 14. 
Iſa. Ixiii. 1. In forgiving Sin. For who is a God 
like unto thee, that pardoneſt Iniquity? Deus fortis 
par tibi; J. and T'. In Regeneration and Converſion, 
according to the Power that raiſed up Chriſt from the 
Dead, Epheſ. i. 19, 20. And in raiſing up the Saints at 
the laſt Day. Finally, in a new Creation. For, be- 
hold, he makerh all Things new, Rev. xxi. 5. Thus to 
reſtore what Sin had ruin'd; to repair what was mar- 
red by the Fall; to overcome himſelf, the Reſentments 
of his Juſtice ; and to bring Good out of Evil: "Theſe 
are Works worthy of himſelf; in theſe he acts like 
God, and ſhews the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power. 

HI. The Holineſs of God. He is an holy GOD: 
But the Image of his Holineſs could only be impreſſed 
on reaſonable Creatures. Wherefore that could not be 
learned by, nor ſeen in, any of the Creatures through- 
out this lower Creation, but in Man only. And when 
Man had ſinned, what Repreſentation can be made of 
his Holineſs, bv any Creature bearing his Image in this 
lower World? In Jeſus Chriſt we fee it, in his Perſo- 
nal Holineſs ; and in faving poor fallen Man unto Ho- 
lineſs, and in a holy Way. Tis true, he appears a 
holy God in puniſhing Sinners, and might have done 
ſo in the Deſtruction of all the World, when All had 
iinned. But he would be known to be ſuch in Savin 
of Sinners: Now this could not be in abſolute Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs; but in Forgiving ſo, that his Hatred 
might appear againſt Sin, and Indignation againſt all 
Unrighteouſueſs ; and that the Holincſs of the Law 
might be exemplify'd in a perfect Obedience; and the 
Image of GOD in Hol:neſs reſtor'd to thoſe who are 
faved. Now all theſe are ſo wonderfully accompliſhed 
in the Lord Jzſus Chriſt, that we go forth and behold 

the 
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the infinite Holineſs of God in brighter Characters 
and Colours, than *twas diſplay'd in the firſt Creation, 
or could have been in the eternal Perdition of All who 
finned. 

IV. The Fuftice of GOD. As the Purity of his 
Nature, fo his infinite Juſtice with reſpect to his Law, 
ſhines forth in Chriſt. Vindicative Juſtice in the Suf- 
fering of Chriſt, Remunerative Juſtice in rewarding 
his Obedience, with the Salvation of all the Elec. 
*Fis true, he might have glorify'd his Juſtice in the 
everlaſting Puniſhment of all the Offenders. But as 
there is a manifold Wiſdom of God, fo there is an ad- 
mirable and plcafing Variety in his Works, wherein he 
diſplays himſelf and his Perfections. Nor doth his Ju- 
ftice ſo fully and clearly ſhine forth in the Sufferings 
of the Damned, who are eternal Victims thereunto, 
as in the Sufferings of his innocent, beloved and only- 
begotten Son, Him hath God jet forth to be a Propi- 
riation— to ſhew his Juſtice (as it may be render'd) 
Rom. iii. 25, 2b. Which Text Luther was fo terrify'd 
with, in the Time of his Soul-Confl.s, pitching on 
thoſe Words, To bet his Fuſtice, that tees tim 
and three Nights together be lay upon his Bed without 
Meat, Drink, or any Sleep (as ſome write), thinking 
Chrift to be ſent to no other End but to ſhew forth 
God's Juſtice as an Executor of the Law: Till at 
length being ſatizfy'd by the Lord of the true Meaning, 
©1z. that the juſtice of GOD was executed upon his 
Son, to ſave us from the Stroke thereof; he immedia- 
tely thereupon ſtarted up from his Bed, fo confirmed in 
Faith that nothing afterwards could appall him. Pre- 
face to his Commentary on the Galatians, Engliſh. O 
what a Light of the Goſpel was let into his Soul with 
this one "I ruth | God ſhewed forth his Juſtice in the 
Suftcrings of Chriſt, that he might be 74ſt, anda Fu- 
fiiſier. Here he is 4 ja God and a Savigcur, It he 
would be a juſt God, how ſhall he be a Saviour! 5 


God diſplay'd in Chriſt. 63 
he would be a Saviour, how ſhall he be a juſt GOD? 
Theſe are ſweetly reconciled in Chrift. 

V. The Goodneſs of God, Tbis is diſplay'd in all 
the Forms of Love, Mercy and Grace. 1. Love. It 
was Love choſe a Number in Chriſt before the World 
was, Free, ſelf-moving, eternal Love, that had no 
Motive out of himſelf. Love ordained Chrift as an 
Head, above the Fall; and gave him to be a Saviour 
of the Body upon the View of the Fall, Here that of 
the Apoſtle is diſplay'd, God is Love Which ſpeaks 
ſomething ſo great, ſo bright, ſo ſurpriſing, that no 
Comment or Hapoſition can ever reach. In himſelf he 
is Love, and in his Son this ſhines forth. God is Love, 
It is a Theme worthy of the Diſcourſe of Angels and 
glorify'd Spirits above, and the Subject of their eternal 
Songs. 2. Mercy. Mercy is Love and Goodneſs in a 
peculiar Manner of Exerciſe, viz. in a way of Pity, 
Compaſſion and Kindneſs to the Miſerable. Poor Sin- 
ners lay weltering in their Blood and bleeding to Death, 
in a periſhing, dying, damning Condition: And God 
was pleaſed to look with an Eye cf Pity upon a Rem- 
nant of them, and to provide a Saviour, Thoſe who 
find themſelves raiſed from the Ruins of the Fall, from 
a deplorable and miſerable State of Sin and Spiritual 
Death, and from going down to the Pit, will cry out, 
Mercy, Mercy“ God who is rich in Mercy, for his 
great Love—hath quickened us, Epheſ. ii. Infinite Love 
ſet this Mercy at Work, 3. Grace. This is the 
higheſt Exaltation of Love and Goodneſs. Mercy: 
looks upon the Miſerable ; but Grace overcomes all 
Unworthineſs and ill Deſert, However wretched and 
linful, rebellious and obſtinate, the Sinner bath been, 
it is reſolved to ſave him, and doth fave him, with a 
high Hand, Roz. v. I5. The Grace of Ged, and Gift 
by Grace, by one Man feſus Chrift, hath abounded unts 
Many. V. 17. They who recetve abundance of Grace, he 
means the Grace of God to us-ward, they who have 
expelenc'd the abundant Goings torth and Fruits of 
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his Grace, Hall reign in Life, &c. Alſo v. 20, 21, 


Now this Love, Mercy, and Grace, is the Love, Mercy, 


andGrace of Three in One, which alſo endears it. The 


Fountain of it is in God, but the Streams flow thro' 


Jeſus Chrift. g 
VI. The Truth of God. How is this magnified and 


manifeſted in the Lord Jeſus! The Truth of the Pre- 
cept, whic hſays, Thou ſhalt obey, and do this and the 
other, for Life and Happineſs'; and thou ſhalt not do {6 


and ſo. Where is the Truth of God, if Sinners are 


faved without the Fulfilment of this Law of God in all Ml 


the Precepts of it? It any Abatement is made, that doth MW ; 


not ſecure his Truth, but infringes it. How came Wl 
Men then to make bold with the Truth of God, and 
talk of his condeſcending to our finful Weakneſs by 2 


milder Law? But in the perfect active Obedience f 
Chri/? this is ſecur d. Again, the Truth of the 


Threatening, Dying, thou ſhalt die : Which had not been 


ſecur'd, if Man had been ſaved of abſolute Mercy and I 


Forgiveneſs. But it took place in Chriſt, in that blefi- Wi 


ed Exchange between him and us. Laſtly, The Truth I 
of the Promiſes, both in the Covenant of Works, and 


of Grace, is diſplay'd in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom, % 


xv. 8. So that now, when God's People are no lon- 
er called by the Name of Abraham, or Fews from 
Hadeb; but by a new Name, viz. Chriſtians from 
Chriſt ; we adore and praiſe the God of Truth, we 
bleſs ourſelves in the God of Truth, and ſwear (that is, 
perform all our Worſhip) to and by the God of Truth, 
Ifa. lxv. 16. Heb. In God Amen, and by God Amen, him 
who 1s the Amen, the true and faithful Witneſs, Rev. 
ii. 14. In whom all the Promiſes of Gd are not only 
Yea, but Amen, that is, are ſecur'd, and taithfully and 

eternally tulhlled, 
Now, not only theſe Attributes, as conſider'd ſingly 
and apart, but in mutual Aſpects upon each other, in 
wonderſul Harmony, ſand ſurpriſing Agreement, do 
thine forth in an obeying, dying Jeſus. Pſal. Ixxxv. 
IO, 
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10, IT. and P/al, Ixxxix. 14. "Theſe Things are not 


only fit, but ought to be the Subject of our Medi- 
tation, when we come to the Lord's Table. 
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The Ends of this Ordinance, 


[Onſider we in the next Place, what are the Fd, 
of this Inſtitution and Ordinance of Chriſt. And 
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h wiſh that all Believers would acquaint themſelves 
e vwich theſe, How ſhall we aright celebrate any Ordi- 
| WY nance, if we don't conſider the Ends of the Inſtitution ? 
a WJ | hey are therefore theſe that follow : ?: 

f I. To keep up a Memorial in the World, and in 
e MW our Hearts of the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt. Such 
nan Event, ſo great in itsſelf, in its Cauſes, Ends, and 
d WF Effects, as is never to be forgotten. This is held forth 
-in thoſe Words | in Remembrance of me]. A Remem - 
h WY brance ought to be kept up in the Verla, which is 
d Wi done in ſuch a Solemnity before all that ſec or hear of 
1 Nit. Te few forth the Lord's Death: And alio in our 
1- Hearts, which we ſhould ſtir up to a Remembrance of 
n Wa Chriſt, He remember'd us in his firſt Coming. And 
m Wl will remember us when he comes in bis Kino 
e m. And ſhall not we have an affecting Remem- 
„ brance of him? His Sufferings were for us. O! Let 
„ us keep up the Memorial of them. 


II. To be a Pledge of the Love of Chriſt, and a 
"A Confirmation of our Intereſt in the New Convenant, 
and the Bleſſings of it. Love ſhone in every Action 
d of Chriſt's Life: And in his Paſſion, in that curſed 
Heath he dy'd. His Love is alſo feen in this very Or- 

7 Wh nance, which therefore ought to be taken as 2 Pledge 
n of his Love. Its alſo a Seal of the Covenant. This 
0 Bios d is the Blood of the New Teffament, and was hes 
Ver the Remiſfion of Sins, We ate to eye the Remit- 
* Aen. 
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fion of Sins purchas'd by the Blood of Chriſt, given in 
the new Covenant, ſeaPd as well as n.4 in this 
Ordinance. And Chriſt would have us take it home 
to ourſelves. Broken for You, ſbed for You, and alſo 
fer many : For many now in Heaven ; and for many 
other Believers in other Places, as well as for you who 
are here; and for _ Souls yet to be converted in 
the Virtue of that Blood. 

III. To convey Chriſt in the Saul, and exhibit the 
Bleflings ſignify'd, as a bleſſed Means or Inftrument 
for that End; and not an empty Sign. Take, La, 
Drink, &c. Take Chriſt and all. Eat the Bread, and 
eat the Body of Chriſt. Drink the Wine, and drink 
the Blood of Chrift. Don't take up ſhort of this. All 
its Efficacy indeed it has from the Inſtitution of Chrif. 
It would be uſeleſs and unprofitable, if it were not of 
his Appointment. Nor has it by his Inſtitution any 
phyſical Efficiency, nor is it a proper Cauſe of Grace. 
The Scripture aſcribes no effective Force to the Sacra 
ments, diſtinct from efficacious Obſignation or Sealing. 
All its Efficacy is moral; as the famous Vitſius ha 
accurately diſputed and cleared, Miſcel. Sacr. Tam. alt. 
Eæercit. 19. De Effcacia & Utilitate Bapti ſmi, &c. 
But when the Lord's Supper is an Ordinance of Chrift's 
Appointment, together with the Signs he doth give the 
Things fignify'd, in the believing Uſe of this Ordi- 
nance; and the Believer in the Uſe of it has Communion 
with Chriſt himſelf, who gives himſelf to be received 
by Faith in the Lord's Supper, as a means of his own 
Appointment. 

IV. To ftir up and draw out Grace mto Exerciſe. 
To give a freſh Occaſion to the Exerciſe of Repentance, 
2nd godly Sorrow, upon the Sight of the Sinfulneſs of 
Sin, the Juſtice of God, his Hatred of Sin in the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt. To draw out Faith on Chriſt, while 
that glorious Object is ſet before us, in his Abaſement 
and Death. And that by Faith we might derive 
Strength from Chriſt for the mortifying and ſubcuing 
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of Sin; that ſo we might be in the Likeneſs of his 
Death, and conformed to a crucified Jeſus. To excite 
ſome ſuitable Actinꝑs of Love to Chriſt under the Re- 


Ar ere, . 


preſentations and Diſcoveries of Chriſt's Love, that thus 
it might be a Feaſt of Love, and a Feaſt of Joy, a 
Feaſt of fat Things to a poor Believer. For while 
there are Qutgoings from Chrift to the Soul, and Go- 
ings forth of the Soul to him, Chriſt doth ſup with us, 


and we with him. 


V. To be @ Bond of the Communion of Saints here, 
and Repreſentation and Pledge of the ſame hereafter; 
We are all one Bread, one Body, and drink into one 
Spirit. It is for many, and therefore muſt be in a So- 
ciety. They have all Communion with one Lord Re- 
deemer, by one Lord the Spirit, and Communion with 
one another in this Ordinance. They alſo fit down as 
thoſe who are to fit together in his Kingdom. There 


will be many to drink it new with him at his ſecond 
Coming. | You ſee how Chriſt gives to all his Diſciples, 


to every one a Portion. And for them he prepares the 


8 Marriage-Supper of the Lamb. O what Feaſt will be 


then |! 
VI. To gather in our wandering Hearts from Sin and 


| the World, and engage them afreſh for Chriſt. How 


apt are we to wander! But O the 


$ praiſe, ever to love our Lord Jeſus ! But of theſe more 


ngagements that 
are upon us from time to time ever to admire, ever to 


particularly, and at large. 
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Of the Sufferings of CHRIST. 


I. 1 T is to keep up a Memorial of Chriſt's Suffering 

and Death. It muſt, it ſhall, and will, be remem- 
bered til! Time ſhall be no more. *Tis about 1681 
Years ago ſince he died upon the Croſs ; but till hi 
Death cught to be as precious as ever! *Tis as much 
needed as ever; and 1s as full of Efficacy and Power as 
ever. It is the ſame to God the Father, of as ſweet a 
Savour, and ought to be as precious to all that believe, 
In the Virtue thereof are we the Called of G OD; 
and thereby do hope for Salvation, 

We are then to conſider, whoſe Death it was ; What 
Manner of Death; What made it neceſſary for him to 
die; IN bence it had its Efficacy; For whom be died; 
and for what ; Or what he obtained thereby. 

Queſt. 1. Zhoſe Death it was? Anſ. The Lord“ 
Death. So it is called, 1 Cor. xi, 26. The Lord's Death; 
that great and glorious Lord. O how affeQing, and 
even overwhelming, a Confideration is this! Jeſus tht 
Son of God was he who died: Not in the divine Nx 
ture, for that could not ſuffer ; but in a Nature he 
took on purpoſe, wherein he was like his Brethren, 
and near allied to them. O gracious and merciful 
Lord! thy Grace and Mercy moved thee to it. He 
died who was and is the Lord ofall, the Lord of Glory, 
the Lord of Life. O wonderful, that he ſhould die 
He died who is our Lord, John xx. 13. It was this 
affected Mary: They have taken away my Lord. So let 
us ſay, They have crucified my Lord, And ſhall we 
not morn for him? 

Queſt. 
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Queſt. 2. What Manner of Death was his? 

Anſ. 1. A curſed Death. It was under the Curſe of 
the Law he died ; of which his dying on the Crofs 
was the outward Sign and Token. For it is written, 
| Curſed is every one that hangeth on a Tree. It was ſo 
| written on purpoſe, foreſeeing that Chriſt ſhould die 
that very Death. He bore the real Curſe, yea, was 
made a Curſe; which is the deepeſt and moſt forcible 
| Expreſſion that could be uſed. Was there no Death 
that Jeſus could die, but that Death which the Law of 
| God had put ſuch a Brand of Infamy upon? He felt 
| the Weight of Sin, and felt the Weight of Wrath. 
This made him complain of the Sufferings of his Soul: 
8 11y Soul is exceeding ſorrotuful. 
| 2. A painful Death. Jo hang ſtretched and diſtort- 
ed in every Joint, nailed by the Hands and Feet upon 
the Croſs, Life expiring by flow Degrees; this muſt 
needs be a very painful Death, and the more ſo, becauſe 
it was a lingering Death. Yet it muſt be owned, that 
many of the Martyrs for Chriſt have undergone Deaths 
perhaps more painful, and afflictive to the Body, if that 
only be conſidered : And when they have done fo with 
| greateſt Chearfulneſs and Courage, yea with Joy and 
Triumph ;ithis ſhews there was ſome unſeen Source and 
Spring of Sorrow to our Lord Jeſus, Grief more pun- 
gent than all this; and that was the /Yrath of God, let 
into his Soul; or elſe you muſt ſuppoſe the Son of God 
| weaker, and more ſubject to Fear and Complaint, than 
| poor weak Men. And this Argument, to me, amounts 
| to Demonſtration, that there was an inexpreſſible Load 
| of Grief upon Jeſus Chriſt, beſides what was from vift- 
ble Agents and Cauſes. | 
| 3. A /hameſul Death. For a Man to ſuffer as a Cri- 
minal, though he be not ſo, brings Diſgrace. That's 
the Man that was whipt; That's he that held up his 
Hand at the Bar, for a Murderer, a Blaſphemer, c. 
ſo Chriſt ſuffered as a Malefactor, died between two 
Thieves. What could be more diſyr-cefal and ſhame- 

331 ful? 
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ful? This Accuſation lay upon him, and Chriſt bore 
it, and let them revile, and rail, and blaſpheme, commit- 
ting himſelf (or his Cauſe) to him that judgeth righteouſly. 
Nor is this wholly cleared to this Day; for ſtill the Jews 
and Turks revile him as he that was hanged, a crucified 
G O D, who ſhall give an Account to him, at the Day 
of Judgment. But O the Patience! O the Grace of 
Jeſus Chriſt ! 
Queſt. 3. What made it neceſſary that he ſhould die ? 

Anſ. 1. The Purpoſe of G O D. So were his eternal 
Councils, Eph. i. 9. Ch. iii. 11. Ja. xlvi. 10. And it 
muſt nceds be, that the Purpoſe of the Father ſhould 
ſtand. 2. The Word of GOD, wiz. his Promiſes 
made from the Beginning of the World. To which 
belong all the Prophecies and Types of the Old Teſta- 
ment: For the Truth of God was concerned in them, 
even as in the Promiſes, Gen. iii. 15. Ch, xii. 3. Acis xii. 


32, 33. The Scripture muſt needs be fulfilled. The 


Neceſlity is oft put upon that, that ſo it was written, 
Luke xxiv. 46. Mat. xxvi. 54. Mark xiv. 49. (3.) The 
Promiſe of Chriſt, for ſo he had engaged to the Father, 
He had ſtricken the Hands of Suretyſhip, and could not 
go back, P/al. xliv. 6, 7. 

Now the Purpoſe and Promiſe of God reſted on 
theſe Grounds : (1.) The Glory of God. Chriſt 
muſt die, that God might be glorified. This is his End 
in all his Works, and therefore ſurely in the higheſt 
and greateſt of them. (2.) The Salvation of poor Sin- 
ners, which his Heart was ſet upon, He might chooſe 
whether he would ſave Sinners or no, but he choſe ta 
ſave them. And if he would fave them, Jeſus Chriſt 
muſt needs ſuffer, Sinners could not be ſaved unleſs 
Chriſt died; and truly, I think, abſtracting from the 
Decree, the Law, Juſtice, Holineſs, and Truth of 
God ſtood againſt it. 

Queſt, 4. HWhence the Death of Chriſt had its Efe 


feeacy ? 
_— —_— 
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Anſ. (I.) From the Dignity of his Perſon. The Son 
of God, the only begotten Son, who is God and Man 
in one Perſon. I ho thro the eternal Spirit offered 
himſelf, Heb. ix. 14. meaning his own divine Nature. 
This was the Altar that ſanctified the Gift. (2.) From 
the Authority of his Office, Called of God, Heb. v. 4. 
Choſen 5 God, 1 Pet. ii. 4. Sent of Ged, John x. 36. 
Hence Dr. Davenant on Col. i. 14. gives that Reaſon, 
* That Believers under the Old Teſtament had Redem- 
$ ption in Chriſt's Blood, becauſe this Sacrifice of 
* Chriſt had its ſaving Power not only from its Exhi- 
* bition, but from the eternal Decree of God.“ (3.) 
From the Voluntarineſs of his Obedience: He offered 
himſelf. O this made it pleaſing to the Father, ohn 
x.17, 18. {4.) From the Perfection of his Sacrifice; 
without Spot, elſe it could not have been accepted, Lev. 
ii. 21. 25. (5.) From the Exchange between him 
and us; unleſs he had been a Surety ſtanding in our 
Read, his Death could not have at all availed for us. I 
might add, from the Proportion between the T hreaten- 
ing and the Suffering of Chriſt; but I paſs on. 
Queft. 5. For whom Chri/t died ? 
Anſ. Not for the fallen Angels; though they needed 
a Redeemer, he did not take their Nature, nor become 
Surety for them, eb. ii. 16. but for Sinners of the 
Sons of Men. This is the Meaning of that Philan- 
thropy, or Love to Men, mentioned Tit. iii, 5. It 
is not to fallen Angels, but to the Nature of Man: Yet, 
not for all of them, but for a Number choſen before 
of God, who are called God's Ele, his Choſen, Iſa. xliii. 
20. his Redeemegd, Ta. Ixiii. 4. the Ran ſomed of the 
Lord, Iſa, li. 10, 11. redeemed from among Men, Rev. 
xiv. 4, But what was their State and Condition? I 
anſwer, They lay in the Fall, in all the Miſery and 
Ruin of a fallen State ; that is certain, when Chriſt 
died for them, But were they ſo conſidered, or conſi- 
dered as believing and obedient ones? I anſwer, They 
were conſidered as wicked and ungodly Unbelievers 
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and Enemies, Rom. v. 6. 8. Even the Saints then in 
Heaven, as the Object of Redemption, were ſo con- 
ſidered. It is frequently ſaid, Chri/t died fer all true 
Believers. You may alſo ſay, He died for all the Saints 
in Heaven : And there were many there when he died; 
but he died for none of them as glorified, but as fallen 
Sinners. So Believers, as ſuch, were not the Objects of 
Redemption. Chriſt died for no Man as a Believer or 
Penitent, but as an ungodly Sinner, and to make him a 
Believer and Penitent. 

Now conſider, «re we Ranſomed ones? Are we the 
Redeemed of the Lord? Then we may ſay, who loved 
me, and gave himſelf for me. O how ſhould we be be- 
fore the Lord wich Joy and Praiſe this Evening! 

Qucſt. 6. Fer what Chriſt died? Or what he obtained 
by his Death? | 5 

Anſ. As he obtained a People to his Praiſe, to be unte 
him a Name cf Foy, 4 Praiſe, and an Honour, before all 
the Nations 4 the Earth, which ſhall hear all the Gail 
that he deth unto them: So he obtained for them 
an Inheritance of higheſt Privileges, Dignities, and 
Enjoyments, both here and hereaſter : An Inheritance 
of Grace in this, and an Inheritance of Glory in an- 
other World. He would have his Ranſomed ones to be 
Kappy, and enjoy their Inheritance, as his dear Purchaſe. 
Tt is he hath made them Kings and Prigſts to God, Rev. 
i. 6. The heavenly Inheritance is the Purchaſe of Je- 
fus Chriſt, Eph, i. 14. This puts a Value, and a Sweet- 
neſs, upon every Bleſſing which we receive: It is the 
Price of Blood. Faith is ſo, and Heaven itſelf is ſo ; 
and O how precious on that account! 


CHAP, 
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Of the Love of Chriſt, 


II. INH E ſecond End of the Lord's Supper is, to 

be a Pledge of the Love of Chriſt; and a 
Confirmation of our Intereſt in it, and in the New Co- 
venant. 

I. To be a Pledge of the Love of Chriſt. The Heart 
of Chriſt was full of Love, and he fought Ways to ex- 
preſs it: For Love ſeeks a Vent and Way to expreſs 
and make known itſelf. No doubt the Diſciples, who 
had ſeen the Power of Chriſt ſo often, wondered to ſee 
him ſo weak, as he ſeemed to be at that time. Nay, 
perhaps (as ſome have thought) Judas might think, 
that when he had betrayed him, his Enemies could not 
hold him, Mat. xxvii. 3. And it is probable his Ene- 
mies might think of ſome greater Struggle, which made 
them inſult him ſo, v. 40. 42. Friends, or Enemies, 
they were little aware what were the Cords that held 
him, that bound him to the Horns 95 the Aitar, Pſal. 
exviii. 27. that made this mighty Samſon ſo weak in 
their Hands, while yet he was ſo ſtrong as to overcome 
in dying. The Cords (I ſay) unſeen, that bound him fo, 
were his own Love and our Sins. So ſtrong were theſe 
Cords, that one of them, even our Sins, were able to 
have bound «s Hand and Foot for outer and eternal 
Darkneſs; but one of theſe Cords could not bind 7 
without the other. Iheſe twiſted Cords therefore faſ- 
' tened him to the Croſs with infinitely more Strength, 

than the Nails that pierced his bleſſed Hands and Feet. 
that ſhall be dine with Jeſus? Ay, what indeed? 
Shall he be received? or ſhall he be rejected? Doth 


this 
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74 Of the Love of Chrifft. 
this admit of a Debate? They cry out, Crucrfy him, 
and, with united and repeated Voices, Crucrfy him. 
hy, what Evil bath he done? That indeed is worth 
aſking : What had the innocent Jeſus done ? Whoſe 
Ox, or whoſe Aſs, hath he taken away? Or, becauſe 
he has ſhewn ſo much Kindneſs to Men (ever going up 
and down doing good), muſt he be thus requited ? W hat 
Evil! It's true, he did none: But'I have done Evil; 
and thou, O Believer ! and my Sins, I truſt, were ſet 
to his Account. Yet thoſe Iron Chains of our Sins 
could not have faſtened on him, nor have held him, un- 
lets they had been made faſt by the Silken Cords of 
Love, his own dear Love to poor Sinners. O the 
Greatneſs of his Love | Love could reſtrain Almighty 
Power, and hold him to the Tree, We cannot make 
a due Eſtimate of his Love, unleſs we conſider, who it 
is that loved us; who they are on whom he ſet his 
Love; in what Manner he expreſſed it; what are the 
Properties; and laſtly, what are the Fruits and Effects 
of it. Bur all theſe would open too large a Field of 
Diſcourſe. The Lord aſſiſt your and my Meditation on 
them unto ſweet Refreſhment. Only let me add a few 
Words: It was the Son of God who was the Lover, 
and ſinſul Men who were the Objects loved. And it 
was by dying he expreſſed his Love. For he came to 
© lay down his Life even for his Enemies, and (like the 
kind Balſam- I'ree, whoſe healing Wounds weep ſo- 
* vereign Balm to cure thoſe that made them) he refu- 
© ſed not to die for thoſe that killed him, and ſhed his 
Blood for ſome of thoſe that ſpilt it.” Boyle's Seraphic 
Love, p.74. And in theWords of another excellent Au- 
thor ; We ſce him on the Croſs, hanging on the Sore- 
* nefs of his Hands and Feet; we ſee him pierced to 
the Heart by a ruffian Soldier; we ſee him crowned 
with Thorns, and the precious Blood trickling from 
the Head, to meet thoſe other Rivers that were run- 
ning from his Side and Feet: We ſee him forſaken 
of his Diſciples ; and, what is more, we hear him 
complaining of being forſaken of God too. O bleſſed 
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© Saviour ! what Eyes can refrain 2 weeping © What 
Heart from bleeding? Is this the Entertainment that 
* the World gives to thee, the deareſt Pledge that God 
« hath, or can ſend ?—— Shall we mock and ſcourge, 
* crucify, pierce and murder thee ? and wilt thou, by all 
© theſe Outrages committed againſt thyſelf, acompliſh our 
© Salvation © O wviforiaus 1 that can pardon when 
© abuſed, and exalt us by being abaſed, glorify us by being 


* deſpiſed !* Biſhop Hopkins's Sermon on the Nativity of 


Chriſt, Where alſo he excellently diſcourſes the 
Loathſomeneſs and Deformity, Frowardneſs and Re- 
bellion, of thoſe on whom this Love is pitched ; and how 
the Attributes of God are glorified, and do ſhine forth, 
in an incarnate and dyin Feſus ; Which I had not ſeen 
till I had finiſhed my Meditations on that Subject in a 
preceding Chapter. 

But how is this Ordinance a Pledge of the Love of 
Chriſt? I anſwer, Chriſt has made it ſo by his Inſtitu- 
tion, and makes it ſo by his Spirit, when he ſeals his 
Love to the Souls of his People therein. By his 1n/2:- 
tution, it has a reſpeR to the greateſt Expreflion of 
Love that ever was. Nothing without his Inſtitution 
could be a Pledge or Token of his Love. Should Men 
return to the Paſſover, and ſay, a Lamb would do bet- 
ter than a Morſel of Bread, it would be no Expreſſion 
of Chriſt's Love, becauſe not of his Appointment. But 
now when he inſtituted this to remember his Love by, 
to expreſs, in a Figure, his dying Love, and that the 
very Night in which he was betrayed, for the Good and 
Comfort, Solace and Refreſhment, of his People; it muſt 
needs be, in the Nature of the Ordinance, and in the 
Intention of Chriſt, a Token of his Love. Here (ſaith 
he), here is a Pledge and a Taſte of my Love, till I 
come again. Moreover, by bis Spirit he manifeſts his 


Love to his People in this Ordinance. As Love is that 


which is read in every Part of it, ſo Love is that which 
is manifeſted ſometimes in a ſpecial, tho lecret, inviſible 
Way, to the Souls of his People therein. For thy 88 


76 _ Of the Love of Chrifl, 
I died (faith Chriſt) ; and for thy Sake appointed this 
Ordinance on that remarkable Night. Died to be 
Meat for Faith ! appointed this Solemnity, making my- 
ſelf nigh to thy Faith to be fed upon. But, O Lord, 
ve can neither keep Silence, nor yet ſpeak out thy 
Love, it is ſo great, ſo infinitce!* Oh! what a ſweet 
Repaſt, when Chriſt, the Bread of Life, is preſent, and 
his Love is the generous Wine going down ſweetly, 
even the ſpiced Wine of the Juice of his Pomegranate ! 
So let me feaſt, O Lord, at thy Table! Thy Love is 
better than Wine: Love'is all in, this Ordinance. 
Blcfled be the Lord Tefus, for his Love-Tokens ! But 
O what Love fhall we return! | 
2. This Ordinance is er the Confirmation of our In- 
tereſt in the New Covenant, or New Teftament. And 
even herein it is an Expreſſion of Chriſt's Love, in that 
he would have us #1571, that he hath loved us. For 
when the Love of Chriſt is repreſented and maniſeſted, 
this is a mighty Confirmation to Faith; and Faith is 
not confirmed without this. The New Covenant is 
ſealed by the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt : So the fir/t Teſla- 
ment was dedicated by Blgzd, Heb. ix. 18. but the New 
Teſtament with better Blood. The Covenant of the 
Father, wherein all ſpiritual Bleſſings are promiſed and 
given, is become the Teftament of the Son, confirmed. 
by his Death. This is a Point of lofty Conſideration, that 
all the Ble fung of the Father's everlaſling Covenant are 
te Legacics of Chriſt's laſt Teſtament, Chriſt has made 
a Will in favour of his People, and it is of Force by 
the Jeſtator's Death, Heb. ix. 16. And ſuch a rela- 
tion hath this Ordinance to the New Covenant, that 
Chrift faitn, This Cup :5 the New Teſtament in my Blood ; 
or, is my Blcod, that is, ügnif es my Blood, of the New 
Teſtament. The great Thing, as to this, is, Am I in 
that Covenant and Teſtament of Chriſt ? What is it to 
them that are no Part in it? The Bleffings of it 
are great and glorious; but are they mine? Let us 
en vgur te come with the Faith of it, and to ſee ft 
| con- 
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confirmed to us at the Lord's Table. That the Cove- 
nant is a Teſtament, that the Teſtator has died, that 
his Teſtament is of Force, and has been ratified by his 
Blood, are ſignified in this Ordinance ; and the Bleſſings 
of it confirmed to Faith, particularly the Remiſſion of 

Ns. 

Here is a Confirmation, that the Son of God is come; 
that Chriſt died indecd ; that he ſuffered and bled. 
Though the Time is long lince, yet the Thing is not 
forgotten, nor ever ſhall, O Lord! fo long as thy 
People have a thinking Faculty ; nor ceafe to be ſpoken 
of, ſo long as they have a "Tongue to ſpeak. The 
great Doctrines and Articles of Faith are confirmed in 
this Ordinance, which our Lord has left on purpoſe to 
be ſuch a Confirmation, How happy will it be may 
we ſeeone by one, and ſay, He died for me ! May this be 
confirmed and ſealed! We will rejoice with unſpeak- 
able Joy, as on the Borders of Glory. 
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Gurt. V. 


Of the Conveyance of Chriſt, and his Benefits, 
into the Soul; aud drawing forth of Grace 
into Exercije. 


III. Nother Eud of this Ordinance is, the Con- 
veyance of Chriit to the Soul, and exhibit- 
ing the Benefits of the New Covenant. O take heed 
of {ticking in the bare Ordinance, in the Elements of 
Bread and Wine. © We are to conitder the Elements 
till we have got ho'd of Chriit; then we are to let go 
© the Signs, and embrace him that is ſignificd. They 
© are only uſeful to aſſiſt our Faith, by virtue of God's 
© Inſtitution, in beholding and embracing the Objects 
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78 Of the Conveyance of Chrift, and 
© of Faith.“ So Dr. Goodwin, Take heed of imas 
gining I know not what ſort of Virtue ih the Ordi- 
nance, or in him that adminiſters it, It is a great thing 
that it ſignifies and repreſents the LORD Jefus Chriſt, 
with whom therefore Faith converſes therein. Not do 
we deny, that Chriſt is given really and truly, though 
ſpiritually and myſtically (not corporally); to the true 
Believer in the Lord's Supper: That when he receives 
the Signs, be receives him that is ſignified: And 
the Blefling of Chriſt, and Working of the Spirit, it 
ſeals up to the Believer his Intereſt in the New Teſta- 
ment, and the Bleflings thereof, whether he feels it 
ſenſibly or no. Chriſt and his Benefits are given and 
received in this Ordinance, How ſhould this make us 
long and thirſt after it a 
ting includes Receiving, and Receiving Chrift 
carries in it a Reception of his Benefits. So that there 
is a Giving and Receiving, And as the Word of God is 
a Means and Inſtrument of our Participation of Chriſt ; 
ſo is this Ordinance made to be ; even of a dying 
crucified Jeſus, and of the Benefits of his Death. Our 
Lord not only ſaid, This is my Body which is broken, 
but given for you : So that here is ſignified the Body of 
Chriſt as broken and given not only for us, but to us. 
Nor is there barely the Sign of it, but the very Thing 
itſelf, even the giving of the Body of Chriſt, for F 
to Faith. Here then is Work for Faith, that Chriſt 
1s given by the Father, and by himſelf, unto us in this 
Ordinance. Moreover, This is my Blood (ſaith he) 
ſbed for you, and for many, for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
The Remiſſion of Sins then is one of the Bleflings 
ſealed and applied in this Ordinance. O let our 


Thoughts inlarge here! Sins, in the Plural! How 
many are they ? They are beyond Number. The Sins 
he bore are ſo, P/al. xl. 12. where the Pſalmiſt is 
ſpeaking in the Perſon of Chriſt. Thy Sins and mine 
are ſo; and great as well as many ; but Chriſt ſaith 
Sins without Exception, meaning all the Sins of his 


Elect- 


* 
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Elect. The Remiſſion of Sins is founded in the Ex- 
ation of them, or Atonement made for them. The 
Remion of Sins means the blotting of them out, and 
remembring them no more. Here's the Efficacy and 

Perfection of this great Sacrifice. Receive we then 
the Remiſſion of Sins this Day: And what Bleſſing 
ſhall or can be wanting? Heb. viii. 10—12, 

IV. Another End of this Ordinance is, to fir up and 
draw out Grace into Exerciſe. For this bleſſed End 
hath our Lord appointed it. God by his regenerating 
Spirit hath inlaid his People with the Principles and 

abits of Grrace, which are the Powers and Faculties 
of the new Creature, or the ſeveral Members thereof. 
In the Exerciſe of theſe conſiſts the whole Exerciſe of 
ſpiritual Life, and thereon depends the Growth and 
Increaſe of ſpiritual Life. Now although God could 
keep up holy Frames of Heart, in the Exerciſe of Grace, 
more immediately by himſelf; yet has he appointed 
Ordinances for that Purpoſe, whereby our Communion 
with God in Chriſt is upheld : And among the Ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel this is one of the moſt eminent. 
And that it is appointed for ſuch an End appears, 

1. In that it is the Communion of the Bady of Chriſt, 
and of the Blood of Chriſt, 1 Cor. x. 16. Not only to 
hgnify it, but alſo for the Enjoyment and Experience 
of it. That when we eat that Bread, and drink that 
Cup, we might have a real Communion with Jeſus 
Chriſt. So that our Communion with Chriſt is greatly 
promoted hereby. Now then, when our whole actual 
ſenſible Communion with Chriſt is enjoyed in and by 
the Exerciſe of Grace, this Ordinance muſt needs have 
an Influence thereinto, or elſe it can have none into 
our Communion with Chriſt. And if it hath ſuch an 
Influence, it is by the Appointment of Chriſt. It can- 
not be uſeful thereunto, unleſs he hath appointed it for 
that End. 

2. From the Qualification of the Perſons required 
i0 partake of this Ordinance. t hey are gracious Per- 


ſons 
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ſons only, who, according to Chriſt's Appointment, 
ought to partake therein, 1 Cor, xi. 28, And why ſuch 
who have Grace ? but becauſe the Exerciſe of Grace is 
required. And why are others forbidden ? Becauſe they 
cannot exerciſe Grace, who have no Grace. 

From the Nature of that Remembrance of the 
Lord's Death, which is called for in this Ordinance, it is 
not a bare hiſtorical Remembrance, which a carnal 
Man may have; but a ſpiritual believing Remembrance; 
a tender affectionate Remembrance. Chriſt could call for 
no leſs, and we could not put him off without this. 
Now the Exerciſe of Grace is required to ſuch a Re- 
membrance, and is felt therein. Jeu: 

4. From that Diſcerning of the Lerd's Body, which 
is alſo required, 1 Cer. xi. 29. It is peflible for Perſons 
to eat and drink the Bread and Wine, and not diſcern 
the Lord's Body. The Corinthians could not be with- 
out ſome Knowlege of the Occaſion and End of its In- 
ſtjtution; but there was a farther believing, diſcerning 
the Lord's Body, which is called for, than juſt a diſcern- 
ing it from common Bread. Now that Diſcerning 
ſuppoſes the Exerciſe of Grace, or indeed conſiſts 
therein. 

5. In the Lord's Supper Chrift has ap pointed vi/ible 
Signs, that ſpeak to our Senſes, and preſent the Objects 
that our Graces ſhould at upon. And why doth 
Chriſt uſe Signs, but to aſſiſt our weak Faith? We 
ſhould impezch bis Wiſdom in the Inſtitution, if we 
ſhould deny, that it was appointed to ſtir up and draw 
forth Grace into Exercife: For the other Ends would 
be rendered fruſtrate without this, It was therefore a 
great Inſtance of the Grace and Goodneſs of the Lord 
Jeſus, ſeeing how apt we would be to wander, how oft 
our Frames would be like that of the Diſciples, in the 
Night of his Agonies, drowſy, fleepy, and. declining, 
to recal us to the Excreiſe of Grace by this Ord 
Nance, 


6. From 
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VI. From the Experience of Believers. 1 hope we 
have gone away from this Table, from this Duty, re- 
vived, refreſhed, comforted, and ſtrengthened : That as 
clearly as the Word of Truth has been uſed in the 
Hand of the Spirit, for the working of Grace, this Or- 
dinance has been, and is uſed for ſtirring up and draw- 
ing forth the Exerciſe of Grace. It is true, the Word 
doth not, cannot, work Grace, but by the Spirit work- 
ing in it: Nor doth, nor can, this Ordinance enliven 
and draw forth Grace into Exerciſe, ſave by the Ope- 
ration of the ſame Spirit. But this is no Prejudice to 
what has been pleaded. 

The Graces to be exerciſed may be gathered from 
thoſe Conſiderations already urged, that prove the Ne- 
ceſſity of it. They are Faith, Love, Repentance, Hu- 
mility, Joy, Hope, and thelike. Such Graces of the 
Spirit are to be in Exerciſe. And it is eaſy to ſhew, 
that what Exerciſe of Grace is neceſſary to a right Per- 
formance, the Ordinance has an Aptitude and Suited- 
neſs in the Nature of it to draw it forth; I mean, 
thro* the Holy Ghoſt working therein. Study, O my 
Soul]! the Exerciſe of Grace, in Giving and Recei- 
„ing; and let my, Beloved come inte his Garden, and take 
bis pleaſant Fruits. 


CAA p. VI. 


Of the Communion of Saints, and Calling 
in of the Heart from the World. 


V. Nother End of this Inſtitution is, to be a Bond 
of the Communion of Saints here, and a 

Pledge of it 1 Felievers have Communion 
cad, my they have Communion 


With Chriſt their 


With 
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with one another, as Children of the ſame Father, as 
Members of the ſame Body. This Ordinance puts 
them in mind how near they are, and _— to be, to 
each other. They belong to the ſame Family, and 
come into their Father's Houſe, and fit around his Ta- 
ble. They muſt therefore lay afide all their Reſent- 
ments and Anger, all Malice, and all Guile, &c. 1 Pet. 
ti, 1. and agree in one. This Ordinance puts them in 
mind, that they are all redeemed with the ſame Price 
of the precious Blood of Chrift; and that he has a 
Portion for all, and every one of them; alſo, how 
God, for Chriſt's Sake, has forgiven us and our Bre- 
thren, and therefore we muſt forgive one another, 
Here not only our Covenant with Chriſt, but with each 
other, is renewed from time to time : And here we do 
as Facob and Laban, eat and drink in Token of mutual 
Friendſhip. O how firm ſhould our Communion be, 
which is confirmed with ſuch a Bond? Do we not fee 
our own and each other's Sins done away in the Blood 
of the Lamb? Why ſhould we feek then for that 
which cannot be found ? and watch for each other's 
Faults? Do we not all eat the ſame Bread, and drink 
the ſame Cup of the Lord? O happy Twelve! when 
Chrift and his Diſciples ſat at the ſame Board; for Juda: 
loſt his Part. He fold his Saviour for thirty Pieces of 
Silver: A diſmal Exchange! Here let us ſee how we 
are one, and all Believers are one in Chriſt ; they are al 
invited to theſame Table. 

And O what a Pledge is here of an eternal Feaſt in 
another World? How ſweet is the Conſideration ! 
We are but Pilgrims here, and our Continuance ſhort 
in this lower World. Chriſt ſpreads a Table to feed us 
by the Way. O what a Mercy is this! But (faith he) 
remember that you are not to dwell here: Be this 
Feaſt a Token, an Earneſt, of that above : Be this 
Bread, and this Wine, the Symbol of heavenly Dainties; 
the Pledge of that new Winein my Father's Kingdom; 
Wine of everlaſting Joy. Be this your Sitting about 
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his Table an Earneſt of fitting down in the New Fern- 


ſalem ; of ſitting down in the Kingdom of God, with 


. Abraham, Iſaac, and Farb. And be the ſweet Com- 


munion, here enjoyed, a Pledge of that never-failing 
Communion in the General Aſſembly, when al! the 
Aſſemblies; and all the Churches of the Saints, ſhall 
be gathered together, and their Saviour with them. O 
then the Myſteries of dying Love ſhall be opened : 
Then we ſhall look into them, underſtand, and admire 
them. Eye has not ſeen, nor Har heard, what that Feaſt 
of Love will be. That holy Communion will admit 
of no Hypocrite, none without a Wedding- garment : 
For no anclean Thing ſhall enter. How careful therefore 
ſhould we be, to get rid of Sin, and to be found meet 
for that Inheritance, for that high and holy Commu- 
nion above? For that End is this Ordinance, that 
while we here Tee the Evil of Sin, believe for the Par- 
don of it, and mourn over our crucified Lord, we might 
die unto Sin, and be more conformed to our Head, 
ill arriving to a full Conformity unto him, we might 
come to enjoy endleſs Communion with him. 

6. The laſt End mentioned of this holy Solemnity 
was, to gather in our 8 from the World, 
and engage them for Chriſt. Our Hearts are very apt 
© forget Chriſt, and his Love: Nothing more natural- 
ly lips away, where Grace is not in Exerciſe. Now 
While the Heart is called back to the Remembrance cf 
Chriſt, it is gathered in from its Wanderings. As we 
find the Lord's Day, in the Return of it, of bleſſed Uſe 
to recal our Hearts from the World, which they had 
wandered after (it may be) the greateſt Part of the 
foregoing Week ; So we find the Need of Ordinances, 
and particularly of this Ordinance, for that End. We 
are made to conſider what we have ſeen and enjoyed of 
Chriſt, and how we have carried it towards him, ſince 
we were laſt at the Lord's Table. And when we are 
humbled for our Wandering, it is ſome means of Heal- 
ing. O how have we wandered from Mountain to 

G 2 Hill! 
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Hill! What a Variety of Objects have we converſed 
with! How have our Thoughts, Affections, and Me. 
ditations, our Deſires and Purſuits, gone after ſinful or 
worldly Objects! Let them be all diſmiſſed. Come, 
and converfe with thy Lord. Thou hadft almoſt been 
eſtranged from him in a Month's Time, in a Week's 
Time. Return unto thy Reſt, O my Soul! Now 
when our Hearts are raiſed up to higher and new En- 
joyments of Chriſt, and led into Communion with him 
in this Ordinance, then are they called off from the 
World, and more fixed for Jeſus Chriſt, We are al- 
moſt loſt perhaps in the World, and worldly Cares; we 
need Soul-reftoration : And our God makes uſe of his 
5 „of his Word, and his Ordinances, for that bleſſ- 
nd. 


CH Ap. VII. 


Containing certain briefer Meditations, with 
leſs Obſervation of Method, 


MEDITATION I. 


, to this Time, it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob, 
and of 1/rael, What hath God wrought! Thus 
may our Souls ſay this Evening, What great Things in 
chooſing, redeeming, and calling Grace ! O diftinguiſh- 
ing Grace! What Wonders of Love and Power do we 
here ſee! All the Works of God are Wonders; all his 
Works are Myſteries. But his Love in our Redemption, 
of all Wonders, is the moſt wonderful ; of all Myfterics, 
it is the moſt myſterious. The greateſt Work that God 
himſelf ever wrought, the greateft thing that ever was 
done in Heaven, or on Earth, is here repreſented to us: 
And how vaſt is this Conſideration ! Infinite Wiſdom was 


taken 
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taken up in the eternal Contrivance of it; infinite 
Goodneſs, and Love, infinite Power and Might, diſ- 
played, in effecting and bringing about our Salvation. 
What could God or Chriſt do more? The Father 
could do no greater Thing, than give his Son: The 
Son could do no greater Thing, than give himſelf, than 
give his Life. For what could be done more? May 
we not ſay, with Reverence, that God and Chriſt have 
done to the utmoſt? We cannot conceive any- thing 
greater, that God himſelf could do, Num. xxiii. 23. 


— 
— "IR 


— „* — — 


MEDITATION II. 


E are about to hold a Feaſt Teer, where 
we are to conſider, (1.) The Maſter of it: The 
great God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as he who gives his Son : The Lord Jeſus as giving 


himſelf, and inſtituting this Ordinance. (2.) The' 


Matter of it: And truly the Maſter and Matter of it 
are the ſame, Jeſus Chriſt is both. This is a Myfte- 
ry peculiar to this bleſſed Feaſt. O heavenly Dainties ! 
O (weet Repaſt ! TheFleſh, the Blood, of the Son of 
God! more than Angels Food! P/al. Ixxviii. 25. 
* Chriſt is not only given as a Sacrifice upon the Croſs, 
* but as a Feaſt upon the Table. In the one he was 
given to be offered; in this he is given to be parta- 
ken of, with all the Fruits of his Death.—- A Feaſt o 
* God is great, but a Feaſt on God is greater. Under theſe 
* digns that Body is preſented, which was conceived by 
© the Spirit, inhabited by the Godhead, bruiſed by the 
Father to be our Food, as well as our Propitiation : 
That Blood which ſatisfied Juſtice, waſhed away our 
* Guilt on the Croſs, and pleads for us above; that 
© Blood which ſilenced the Curſe, pacified Heaven, and 
* purged Earth, is given to us for our Refreſhment.” 
Charnock on the Attrib. p. 636. (3.) We are to con- 
G 3 ſider 
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{ider the Gueſts at this Table. And O how unſuitable 


and diſproportionable are they] Poor Worms of the 


Earth, to feed on the Dainties of Heaven 

The Lord Jeſus invites us to a Feaſt of Love; for 
ſuch is the Feaſt we folemnize. Love bath done all, 
We read of Leve-feafts in the primitive Days: But 
ſure, if ever there were a Feaſt of Love, this is ſo. Love 
is the great Thing that is ſet forth init. Love pre- 
pared it : Love appointed it. And when Chriſt is pre- 
{-nted indeed, Love is ſweetly manifeſted ; raviſhing 
and overcoming Love. 

We read of Foſeph's Brethren, when he brought them 
*© his Houſe, and made a Feaſt for them, and entertain- 
cd them {o ſplendidly, in the ſame Place with himſelf, 
ſetting a Mcts before every Man, which came from be- 


fore him, that the Men marvelled one at anather, Gen, 


xliii. 33. Think what kind of Thoughts, what Aﬀe- 


ions, 2 in them: Whence (think they) is this 


Kindneſs to Strangers? not knowing they were his Bre- 
thren. Much rather, infinitely more may we marvel this 
Dav, that we are brought into the Houſe of Fe/us Chriſt, 
and made to fit at bis Table, and that we may en- 
10y his Preſence. We may well marvel at ourſelves, and 
marvel at ane another, and marvel at that which is done 
unto us! What Love and Kindneſs is ſhewn us! 
What Frivileges and Dignities are conferred upon us 
And why unto us Strangers and Enemies! Shall we 
de io honoured, who had ſold him, betrayed him, cru- 
cited him by Sin? We might have expected other 
Treatment : But he 1s our Brother, our elder Brother, 
25 Joſeph was by Dignity and Birthright, 1 Chron. v. 2. 
But O! if there be a Benjamin here, a Favourite, 2 
beloved Diſciple, whom Chriſt will give a fivefold Por- 
tion to, whom he Wil konour to lean in his Boſom ; 
ach a Soul will admire, at 2 great Rate, and loye more 
en bis Brethren, becauſe of Gngular Manifeſtations 


ot Love voucaſated to b 
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MrpiraAr flo III. 


Tis a Feaft, and therefore a good Day, a joyful Fime. 
We ſhould therefore /arely rejoice, and know the Foy 
of the Lord is our Strength, Deut. xvi. 11. 14, 15. 
Neh. viii. 9, 10. The Cauſe of this Joy is what God 
and Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit, have done for us. Let 
us rejoice in the Love of the Father and the Son, Let 
us rejoice, becauſe our Peace is made, and our Sins are 
forgiven. Let us rejoice in the Good that God hath 
beſtowed, and the Proviſion he hath made for us, 
[/a, XXXIii. 24. The Nature of this Joy recommends 
it to us. It is not carnal, but ſpiritual. It is Joy in 
the Lord ; it is holy Joy, joined with holy Awe and 
Reverence of him in whoſe Preſence we axe, P/al. ii. 11. 
Nor does it exclude Repentance, and godly Sorrow, and 
Goſpel-mourning. Can we not rejoice, with Tears ia 
our Eyes? And mourn for Joy of Heart? In 1 Kings 
viii. 66. there is a very ſuitable Frame for this Solem- 
nity 3 which if we cannot bring, we ſhould labour to 
carry away with us from the Lord's Table. They went 
'0 their Tents joyful and glad of Heart, for all the Goad- 
neſs that the Lord had done for David his Servant, and 
n Iſrael his People. O let us go away joyful and glad 
of Heart, for.all this great Goodneſs in Chriſt. Shalt 
the Saints of the Old Teſtament ſhame us, and their 
foy exceed tie Joy of the New Teſtament? How 
!hould we eat our Meat with Gladneſs every Day, eſpe- 
aully at this Table! 
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MEDITATION IV. 


Y Lord came with great and ſtrong Deſires ts 

M celebrate his laſt Paſſover, and ſolemnize this 
Yrdinance. Luke xxii. 15. Vith Defire I have deſired 
to eat this Paſſover with you before I ſuffer ; q. d. When 
T leave this World, I am willing to leave this Token of 
my Love with you; and that I might do ſo, how have 
T longed for this Hour] O with what inexpreſſible De- 
ſire am I with you in this Place? Shall not we then 
deſire to come, and defire to fit down with Chriſt, and 
deſire to eat? O let us come with Deſire of meeting 
with Chriſt, Deſire of ſeeing his Hands and his Feet, De- 
fire of taſting his Love, ſuch Love as none elſe could ſhew. 
And let us hear him expreſs his Deſires, ſaying, With 
you I have defired to eat. He had ſingled out the Per- 
ſons whom he would thus honour and dignify. Let 
us hear him ſaying, I have defired thee and ?hee to fit 
this Night at my Table. What! am I ſingled out for 
this Favour, and that by the ſtrong Defire of Jeſus 
Chriſt? Lord! rouſe my Deſire, that as thou art all 


Defires, thou may be the Object of mine, Cant. v. 16. 
Deut. xxviit. 6, - 


— 
* 9 * * 


—_ — — * —— 
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MEDITATION V. 


E ſhould come to the Lord's Table with holy 
KReverence, not rudely, not raſhly, not without 
previous Prayer and Meditation, when we deſign it be- 
fore-band. There ſhould be a reverential Frame 
when we come. Let us be before him then at this 
Time, with Reverence, and godly Fear; not the Fear 
of Slaves, but the Reverence of Children. It is on the 
Lord's Day we come; the Time is holy. It 2 25 
| | ord's 
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Lord's Table we approach ; and the Lord's Supper we 
eat; and the Lord's Body, and the Lord's Blood, that we 
have to do with. Theſe Symbols then are holy, and 
the Work is holy. O then here's the neareſt Approach 
to God, and neareſt Communion with him, on this Side 
Heaven. They were to eat the Paſſover as to the 
Lord, 2 Chron. xxx. 3—27. They were to be ſepa- 
rated from Filthineſs, Ezra vi. 21, 22. And ſhall we 
think it is a light Thing to come to the Lord's Table, 
or that we ſhould not be careful over the Frames of our 
Hearts ? 

We ſhould come in Obedience, keeping the Command 
in our Eye, This do in Remembrance of me. How many 
Things are well done for the Matter of them, but they 
are not done in Obedience? Are we before the Lord 
in Obedience this Evening ? 

We are not to expect always, nor perhaps often, ra- 
viſhing Joys and Manifeſtations : If there be now-and- 
then a Glimpſe of that Nature, it is a Favour. But 
Lord ! thou haſt commanded us to come, and we come 
in the Senſe of Duty, whatever is the Meaſure of 
Comfort or Joy thou art pleaſed to vouchſafe. Nor 
can we raiſe up our own Hearts. We can only ſpread 
the Sail (if we can do hot), and then wait for a Gale. 

In the Days of Hezetiab King of Judah, we read, God 
had prepared the People, 2 Chron. xxix. 36. then Heze- 
kiah proclaimed a Paſſover, c. xxx. Preparation in our 
Hand lies like a dead Weight. We are not able to 
move. O how heavily the Work goes on ! but in the 
Hand of the Spirit how eaſy! how ſpeedy! O how 
comfortably it proceedeth ! God, who prepared his 
People of old for the Paſſover, can graciouſly pre- 
pare us for his Supper. | 


— 
— — 
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MEDITATION VI. 


Now for the Eye of Faith to take a View of un- 

ſeen things ! We ſolemnize this Day the Things 

that were done almoſt ſeventeen hundred Years ago ; 
the things that were done at Go/gotha, without the Gates 
of Jeruſalem; to commemorate the deep Poverty of our 
glorious Lord; his Agonies, his Sighs and Tears, his dy- 
ing Conflicts; to view his pierced Side, his pierced Hands 
and Feet; to celebrate his Victory over Death, and all 
ſpiritual Enemies. Sing O Heavens, and be joyful, O 
Earth, and break ferth into Singing, O Mountains; 
fer the Lord hath comforted his People, Ia. xlix. 13. La, 
be afloniſhed, O ye Heavens, at this, The Son of God 
was pleaſed to die for the Sin of Man. And albeit the 
Time is long ſince theſe things were done, yet his Blood 
1s as freſh in Heaven, as full of Virtue and Power, as 
ever. But it is Faith that views theſe unſeen things, 
Faith looks back theſe many hundred Years, and ſees the 
mighty Load of Sin lying on that bleſſed Jeſus ; and 
the Sati faction made by his Death. Here is the Work 
of Faith, that ſame Jeſus who was ſo humbled and 
abaſed, who dicd on Mount Calvary, was the Son of 
God, and is the only Redeemer of Men. Deareſt 
Lord! My Faith clings and cleaves about Thee, de- 
firous never to Jet go her Hold, till lodged in thy 
Boſom; and ſti!! views and views thy Glory, till, 
dazled with the Sight, ſhe is loſt in the open Vilion of 
thy Face, And O for that triumpbant Faith, that 
views a particular Intereſt, and faith, ho loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me This Jeſus is mine, and all 
ne was, and all he did, and all he ſuffered, is mine. 
And let us come with enlarged Expectations. If we 
have not revlihing Joys, and great Enlargements, yet 
let us belreve, that Chriſt is preſent according to his 
Promiſe, and wil! do great things for us. Let us 
believe that he gies vs the Remiſſion of our Sins, and 
js 
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is pleaſed to own us, though unworthy, in our waiting 
upon him. We are not to think we ſhall find out ſelves 
free from Sin, when we go away from hence, "This 
Enemy is the laſt but one that ſhall be deſtroyed. If 
the Heart is more engaged, and more helped againſt it, 
here is Cauſe of Thanktulneſs. But let us believe that 
it ſhall die, and wither, and that at laſt it ſhall be 
conquered. 

Again, when we come with any Doubtings about 
our State, whether we have believed; let us come 
with an earneſt Deſire to believe, and to put forth ſome 
Acts of Faith on the Lord Jeſus, that we may know 
that we have believed, and improve the Ordinance this 
Way, to get an Aſſurance of Faith, It is Faith that 
is the great Thing, Faith is virtually and radically all, 
in this Work and Duty. If it be well with our Faith, 
it is well with every Grace. But if this is weak and 
' languiſhing, ſo doth every Grace beſide. 


EI 


—_ a — 


MzEtvpiTaTion VII. 


HAT Chriſt ſo loved us as to give his Life for 

us; this is the Quinteſſence, the Glory, the 
Excellency, and higheſt Attainment, of Love. Love 
exceedingly delights in laying forth itſelf in Acting, 
in Doing and Suffering for its Object. It loves to ex- 
preſs itſelf, and ſtrongly deſites to be taken notice of 
by its Object. It rejoiceth in greateſt Difficulties for 
the Pleaſure of being obſerved by the Perſon beloved 
to win a Return of Love. For Love is not ſatisfy'd 
merely with loving; but the Thing it aims at is, to be 
loved again. Nothing makes an agrceable Harmony 
with Love but Love. Chriſt loved us firſt, and con- 
trived how he might ſhew it, what he might do to 
make us believe it. For this he pitched upon the muſt 
aſtoniſhing Methods. He would be humbled, Rm 
| obcdiznt 
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obedient to Death; he would ſuffer and die in our 
ſtead to ſhew he loved us. In all this he had a Deſign 
both to ſave us, and to gain our Loye. And what is 
Heaven itſelf but eternal mutual Love? 

In the mean time, let us come with Love inflamed 
to him, kindled by his Love to us. Let it ſhame us of 
our weak and feeble Love, when the Love of Chriſt is 
ſo ſtrong and ardent. Surely our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in- 
tended by this Ordinance to increaſe his Childrens 
Love. And let our Deſire and Aim be, to get ſuch a 
Sight of his Love, that we may love him who firſt 
loved us. Good Lord ! that it ſhould be once a Que- 
ſtion with thy Children, whether we do in Truth love 
Thee! Strong Love feels it's own Fires, and ſoon de- 
termines the Queſtion : Lord, T hou that knoweſt all Things ; 
&noweft that I love thee. John xxi. 17. Cant. viii. 6, 7. 


CCI 


MEDITATION VIII. 


E come to view our Sins laid upon the Lord 

Jeſus; to ſee the infinite Contrariety of Sin 
to God; to view the Evil of it; to fee the Deſert of 
It, in a dying Jeſus: For in him, as crucify'd for our 
Sins, all theſe are in a lively manner ſet forth. Shall 
we ever more have a reconciled Thought of Sin, and 
indulge any Luſt, which was the Crucifier of the Lord 
of Glory? We ſtce indeed the Aboundings of Grace 
above the Aboundings of Sin: And ſhall we therefore 
in? God forbid, We come to lay the Hand of Faith 
upon the Head of our Sacrifice, and to confeſs all our 
Iniquities in all our Sins; to own ourſelves as unworthy 
Creatures as any live; to take Shame to ourſelves, 
which is our Doe; to expres our Indignation againſt 
Zin, and to mourn over it. Mourn then, O my Soul, 
over Sin, which Was the Cauſe of thy Saviour's Sor- 
rows, Whuſe Suriows are the Cauſe of all thy Joy f 


* 
Lev 


Meditations. 03 


Love much, becauſe much is forgiven thee, and waſh 
thy Saviour's Feet with Tears. Let Sin have never 
more Entertainment with thee. Abide under the Melt- 
ings, Breakings and Diſſolvings of Love. Behold 
that precious Blood which made Atonement, and ob- 
tain'd the Remiſſion of thy Sins. 

Sin is our greateſt Enemy. Let us aim in this Or- 
dinance at the Deſtruction of it. And let us now take 
our Fill of Mourning, and godly Sorrow, becauſe that 
is to ceaſe when Death comes: There's none of that 
in Heaven. We will therefore mourn now over our 
pardon'd Sins, and the Sufferings of our Saviour. 

When the dying Agonies of a dear Saviour were 
freſh in Remembrance, and ſome of thoſe were con- 
verted, that had a Hand in his Sorrows and Sufferings : 
O what Tears, what Mourning and Sorrow, what 
Bitterneſs and Lamentation, was there ! O that I ſhould 
wound him (ſaith one) who was wounded for me! 
And that I (might another far) ſhould lay on him 
thoſe Stripes which were to ſatisfy for my Sins who 
ſmote him, and with which my Soul is healed. I 
remember the Indignities offer'd, the rude Smiting on 
the Face, Plucking off the Har, Crowning with 
Thorns, and Nailing to the Croſs. I remember the 
Patience of that Holy Lamb of God under all. Ay 
Soul has them flill in Remembrance, and is humbled 
within me, My Heart melts and breaks in Pieces; but 
what Tears can expreſs the Sorrow that I feel: And 
what Sorrow is adequate to this great Occaſion ! But 
my Sorrow by Degrees kindles into Joy, whilit I 
ſee, that Love was the Spring that moved thee in all; 
and feel Love burning in my Breaſt to him I hated be- 
fore. I joy to think thy Sorrows are paſt, thou dieſt 
no more; but in thy Father's Preſence is Fulneſs of 
Joy, and at his Right-hand are Pleaſures for ever- 
more. So when the Fews ſhall be converted, and 
have perhaps a Sight oft Chriſt from Heaven, as Paul 
had, what Mourning will there be! Hen they ball 

NON 
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mourn for him as one mourneth for his only Son, Se, 
and ſhall be on the Mountains, as Doves of the Valleys, 
all of them mourning, every one for his Iniquity, Zech. 
xii. IO, IT. Ezek. vii. 16. Chap. xxxvi. 31. O that 
we might experience this Melting, this Moutning, 
that ariſeth from Faith and Love. How ſweet are the 


Tears that flow from Believing ! 


MzvpiTAaT1ion IX. 


W come to a Banquet of Wine: Let us come 
with our Petitions. Our God doth, as it were, 
ſay unto us, Fhat is thy Petition, poor Soul, and 
what is thy Regue?, at the Banquet of Wine? Is 
there nothing now thou wouldſt ask? Let us think 
upon Hannah : She had a Petition ſhe would make; 
and ſhe brings it beſore God, when ſhe comes to 
his Houſe at Sh:/-h, and utter'd it there; ſo that her 
Lips only moved, but her Voice was not heard. Howbe- 
it, the Lord heard, and anſwer'd ; and ſhe fulfilled her 
Vows, 1 Sam. i. 10—13. v. 26 - 28. What Luft 
wouldſt thou have ſubdued ? What Grace wouldſt thou 
have ſtrengthened? What wanteſt thou for thy Soul! 
Bring it before the Lord in Faith, and it ſhall be done 
for thee ; not only to the Half of a Kingdom, but a 
Kingdom is allotted thee : Here our God ſhews us, not 
only what he hath done, but what he means to do, 
for us. Then open your Mouths wide, and he will fill 
them. Lord, that I might ſee thy Glory! O that 1 
might be like to thee! Shew me thy Love; and let 
me love thee with all my Heart and Soul! Give me 
ſome Token for Good of thy Favour! Put thy Spirit 
upon me, that I may do great Things for thy Glo- 
iy! Are there not ſuch Breathings in thy Heart as 
theſe? Then wait, and watch what God will anſwer 


thee. 
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MEDITATION X. 


ND ER the Law they had their Sacrifices of 
Peace Offerings; and this was either for the 
obtaining of ſome ſpecial Mercy they wanted and 
deſir'd, and ſo ſuited the laſt Meditation; or it was 
a Thank- Offering, to teſtify their Thankfulneſs ior 
Mercy received, Lev. vii. 11, 12. Junius and Tremel- 
lius render it Sacriſcium Euchariſticum, a Sacrifice of 
Praiſe or "Thankſgiving. Hence the Apoſtie to the 
Hebrews, Chap. xiti. 15. By him let us offer the Sacri- 
fice of Praiſe to God continually ; nat that bloody Leviti- 
cal Sacrifice, but e Fruit of our Lips, giving Thanks 
ts his Name. The Antients were wont to call the 
Ordinance of the Lord's Supper the Euchariſt; that is, 
the Thankſgiving. They look'd upon it as an Ordi- 
nance to be perform'd with Praiſe and Thankfulneſs, 
for the marvelous Grace cf Redemption. O let us 
indulge a joyful thankful Frame! hen Jeſus had 
given Thanks, he tos Bread, &c. Again, He took 
the Cup, and gave Thanks. Hence it obtain'd the 
Name of the Euchariſt, or Thankſgiving. Moreover, 
in the Euchariſtic Sacrifice, or Peace-Offering, there 
was great Freedom and Friendſhip. The Fat was 
offer'd on the Altar; but the Pileſt fed on the Fleſh 
thereof; and not only ſo, but the Offercrs, Feaſting 
together is a Siga of Friendſhip, Gen. xxxi. 46, 
Men uſe to invite Friends to their Table, as an Ex- 
preſion of their Love. God the Father, and Jeſus 
Chrift, invite us as Friends, to be Gueſls at his Table: 
It is the Lord's Table, and we fit down in Amity and 
Love with him. Hat, O Friends, faith he, Drink, 
OY beloved This Ordinance, then, holdeth forth our 
Peace with God. The Breach is made up, end we 
are at Peace again. Let us eat and be merry, Let 
this Peace Offering, then, be a "Thank-Offering, 
While here we fee rot only our Peace is made; but 
the Way, in Which it wis made, ſet beiore us; how 
thus 
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this Friendſhip was procured ; even by a Peace-Offe- 
ring, a Sacrifice for Atonement, the precious Blood 
of Chriſt. 

Finally, A Mixture of Affections interwoven, and 
the Exerciſe of various Graces, is wonderfully agree- 
able in this Solemnity. It is like the mixed Odours of 
many fragrant Flowers, that give a pleaſing Smell in the 
Spring-time of the Year. An utter Averſation from 
Sin, and as ardent a Defire after the Lord Jeſus; an 
Abhorrence of all Evil; and fervent Love to the Lord 
Jeſus; a View of Sin in its Colours, the Greatneſs 
and Sinfulneſs of it; and a View of the Riches and 
Treaſures of pardoning Grace, the Aboundings of the 
one, and of the other; ſpiritual Joy and Triumph, 
and Goſpel-Sorrow and Grief; Chriſt-advancing, 
and Selt-abaſing Thoughts; Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Repentance towards God, twiſting and uniting 
with each other: *Tis then the Spices flow forth, 
and our Beloved comes into his Garden. 


— 


MEDITATION KI. 


HIS Ordinance is not a Sacrifice, as the Pa- 
piſts hold; but it is a Commemoration, a Re- 
preſentation, and Memorial, of the true and great 
Sacrifice, It ſignifies, that that Sacrifice is offer'd, 
whereof Believers do partake ; for they who eat of the 
8 do partake of the Altar, 1 Cor. x. 18. It 
is a Feaſt upon, and after, a Sacrifice; ſignifying that 
God is at Peace with us, and that Chriſt is the Food 
of onr Souls. Now here we make a Covenant 
with God by Sacrifice, or over the Sacrifice: And 
it is, Pſal. 1. 5. Gather my Saints togethcr unto me; 
thoſe that have made a Covenant with me by Sacrifice. 
Thus Abram muſt divide the Sacrifice z; to ſignify 
God's Part, and Abran's Pat, Gen, xv. 9, 10+ 

| when 
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when the Lord would make a Covenant with him, 
v. 18, Not that the whole Nature of this Ordinance 
conſiſts in Covenanting ; nor that this is the main and 
principal Work, to make Vows or Reſolves, The 
ſpiritual Chriſtian knows, that the 2 of this 
Duty chiefly lies in diſcerning the Lord's Body, and 
Remembring of Jeſus Chriſt, viz. his Sufferings and 
Love ; and that therein there is a right and acceptable 
Performance, though there is no ſuch thing as a Vow 
or Reſolve at all. Yet the Blood repreſented here is 
the Blood of the Covenant; and the Lord's Supper is 
a Seal, and therefore a Confirmation of the Covenant 
between God and the Believer. And ſo often as we 
do this, he faith, It is my People; and we ſay, The 
Lord is our God: Therefore we will not live to our- 
ſelves, nor to the Will of the Fleſh, but to God. 
Hence there is a very ſolemn Engagement laid upon us 
from the very Nature of the Ordinance; and what we da 
virtually ſay therein, it is not amiſs to ſpeak expreſly 
in the inward Liftings up of our Hearts to God. . And 
ſometimes we may open our Mouths to the Lord in 
particular Caſes ; ſomething like that cf Jacob, I God 
will be with me, and will keep me in this May that I 
go, and will give me Bread to eat, and Raiment to put 
en, ſo that I come again to my Father's _ in Peace, 
and if the Lord ſhall be my God ; then this Stone, which 
I have ſet for a Pillar, ſhall be God's Houſe ; and of all 
that thou fhalt give me, I ſurely give the Tenth unto thee. 
So I would render it; and, I am ſure, as agreeable ta 
the Hebrew. And truly, without a Vow, I believe 
the Tenth of our Subſtance is due to religious and chari- 
table Uſes ; which needs not hinder the Aſſignment of 
a larger Portion. Again, We may ſay, Lord, if thou 
wilt be my God, and wilt do me Good indeed, and 
wilt give Ability of Body, and of Mind, I will ſerve 
thee with my Time, with my Gifts, with my Health 
and Strength; all ſhall be thine : But be not raſh in 

H Vowing, 
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Vowing, neither defer to pay that which thou haſt 
vowed to the Moſt High, Eccleſ. v. 2, 4. Pſal. l. 14. 

We come this Evening, 1. To renew the Remem- 
brance of Chriſt's Love, and of his Sufferings; which 
are commenſurate, both being infinite; and therein to 
renew the Actings of Faith, Love, Repentance, e. 
2. To renew the Covenant of Eſpouſals, the Marriage- 
Covenant with Chriſt, afreſh, by giving up ourſelves to 
him, and receiving him to be ours: As on the Day 
when Chriſt was willing, and we were willing; when 
he took hold of us, and enabled us to take hold of him, 
in a Covenant never to be forgotten. 3. To renew 
our Engagements againſt Sin; to caft off other Lov- 


ers: Which follows of courſe upon our engaging to be 
the Lord's. 8 


r 
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MEprirarilox XII. 


URE, this is the Houſe of GOD; ſure, this is 

the Gate of Heaven! So ſpake inſpired Jacob, 
when he wak'd in a ſweet Surprize at Beth-el. O my 
Soul, are not theſe the Borders of Heaven? Are we 
not come to the Land of Beulah, from whence we be- 
hold ſome Shinings of the celeſtial City? As Bunyan, 
in his Pugrim's Progreſs, almoſt divinely deſcribes tt. 
O! one would think our Souls ſhould be tranſported, 
and almoſt ready to leave theſe Clods of Earth, theſe 
poor Bodies, and cleave to thoſe higher Things which 
we here converſe with. © But, alas! tis otherwiſe: 
© { would do Good, but Evil is preſent with me : I try 
to fly, but my Wings flick faſt in Bird-lime: I 
< mount up a little, but ſome fatal Clog plucks me 
© back to this Earth again. Alas! How low, how 
* vain, how trifling, are my Frames! How little have 
© I found, how little have I enjoyed! I came with 
* large Expectations, but met with little or _—_ 
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And how poorly have I done all that I have done ! 
Will not my Lord be angry? —— So mourns the 
poor Believer many times; and ſuch Complaints have 
I more than heard. But be not quite diſcouraged : 
Thy Lord, when he tells the Wanderings, puts thy 
Tears into his Bottle, Pal. lvi. 8. Thou mourneft his 
Abſence, becauſe thou loveſt his Preſence; nor canſt 
thou give over ſeeking, till thou findeft him whom thy 
Saul loveth. The Enjoyments of the Diſciples them- 
ſelves, perhaps, were not extraordinary, when Chriſt 
himſelf ſat with them at his Table. And as on another 
Occaſion, ſo he could then apologize for them; and 
ſo for us, when we can but juſt ſay, or ſcarce ſay, for 
ourſelves, The Spirit truly is willing; but the Fleſh it 
weak, We ought not, indeed, to indulge ourſelves 
in low and trifling Frames; but, in Obedience to 
Chriſt's Command, we are to do this in Remembrance 
of him. He would have his Children keep up the Re- 
membrance of his Death, till he come again. If they 
cannot as they would ; yet they ought as they ſhall be 
enabled. Then why art thou caſt down, O my Soul! 
and why art thou diſquieted within me? Doſt thou not 
find a Remedy in this Ordinance, even for what thou 
complaineſt of ; even Blood to heal thee, and to waſh 
away thy Sins; and the Remiſſion, as of other, fo 
of the Sins of thy holy Things? Thine Aaron bears the 
Iniquities of thy holy Things himſelf; and, on his 
Mitre, wears, Holineſs to Fehovah, that thou mighteſt 
be accepted. Then hope in God; for I ſball yet praiſe 
im, O bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt ! 
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MEDITATION XIII. 


T is written, And thefe are antient things: Speak- 
ing of the Potters, and thoſe that dibelt among Plants 

and Hedges: There they dwelt with the King for his 
Fork, 1 Chron. iv. 22, 23. My Brethren, we dwell 
in the Houſe of God; and are fed at a high and noble 
Rate, We dwell with the King for his Wark and *tis 
no ſmall Honour, But how truly may we ſay, theſe 
are antient things ! The antient Things of God, the 
Father's Love, and the Son's Love, whoſe Goings- 
forth were from of old, from everlaſting. he antient 
Things of eternal Purpoſes, and Defigns of Grace, and 
a Covenant of Grace, before al Worlds: Fhoſe chief 
Things of the antient Mountains, thoſe precious Thing: 
of the everlaſting Hills, The antient Things reveal'd 
by God well nigh Six thouſand Years ago, on the Day 
of Man's firſt Diſobedience. The antient Things of 
Chriſt's coming into the World, Obedience, and 
Death, Seventeen hundred Years ago. Theſe are 
called over, and fet forth, in this Ordinance. Some 
are greatly delighted with Antiquity. And I dare ſay, 
it is a pleafant Exerciſe of Faith to thee, O Believer, 
when thou canſt view theſe antient Things: Yet theſe 
antient Things never wax old, or decay ; but will be al- 
ways freſh and new, even when this Ordinance ſhall 
wax old, and vaniſh away. To the End of Time, and 
endleſs Ages of Eternity, will theſe eternal Things 
endure. 

Do we not ſee the Things of eternal Love looking 
and flowing down this Day upon us? Welcome is the 
Time that had ſuch an Aſpect upon a paſt Eternity, in 
the Openings of that eternal Love, and Repreſenta- 
tions of glorious Performances, contriv'd, deſign'd, and 
agreed upon, before all Time? Do we not ſee that 
antient Love looking down upon this Evening, as 3 
Time appointed for the Efficacy and Manifeſtations of 
it? O the Riches of electing Love | Lift up the * 
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of Faith, and ſee your Names written in the Lamb's 
Book of Life, and rejoice exceedingly. Do we not 
ſee the Openings, and, as it were the Dawning, of 
an endleſs Day of Glory upon us, now when the Eye- 
lids of the Evening are about to be cloſed? So ſhall it 
be when the Day of Time is ended. Welcome is the 
Time that hath ſuch a Proſpect upon a coming Eterni- 
ny ; that gives the Pledges, and comfortable Fore- 
taſtes, of eternal Joys. We are hardly reconciled to 
electing, and particular redeeming Grams without 
ſome comfortable Hope of Intereſt in them. And is 
not this made out by our Calling into the Fellowſhip of 
the Goſpel, if we have Fellowſhip with Chriſt? O let 
us from hence look back to that Day of our Eſpouſals, 
that accepted Time and Day of Salvation, when Re- 
demption took Hold of us! O that we ſhould be of 
the Few taken out of the vaſt Number! Out of the 
Myriads and Millions of Adam's Poſterity! "That we 
ſbould be waſhed with that Blood, when God might 
take where hepleaſed ! O Grace | Grace! Are we invited 
to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb? For, bleſſed are 
they that are called thereunto. Rev. xix. 9. Let us 
look upon this Supper as the Earneſt thereof. 


8 
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MEDITATION XIV. 


AS it Love in Chriſt that he waſhed his Diſci- 
ples Feet ! O what Love to waſh us from our 

Sins ! To waſh our filthy polluted Souls! The former 
was with the cheap Element of Water ; the latter was 
] with Blood, yea, at the dear Expence of his own pre- 
cious Blood ; not with the Blood of Bulls or Goats, nor 

} with the Blood of others, but with his own : He came 
t by Blood and Water. And, having waſh'd us, he puts 
3 that Queſtion, Know ye what I have done to you, or, 
far you? Sit down, and * pauſe upon it. He 
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puts that Queſtion now unto us, John xiii. 12. O what 
indeed! Who knows, who can ſay, what he hath 
done for us? 

To commend the Love of Chriſt, do but look upon 
him in his ſhining Robes, with Beams of Glory, 
Matth. xvii. when his Face did ſhine as the Sun, and 
his Raiment was white as the Light. And then look 
upon him in the Garden, and on the Groſs. Compare 
theſe together. Is this the ſame glorious Jeſus? In 
the one, you ſee ſublime Glory and Majeſty ; in the 
other, deep Abaſement and Humiliation, O might 
we, by Faith, ſee him in the Depth of his Humilia- 
tion, and Height of his Exaltation, as white and ruddy, 
what a glorious Sight were this! "The Viſion of him is 
the Happineſs of the innumerable Company of Angels, 
and Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. And to ſee and 
enjoy him, is the Comfort and Sweet of all Commu- 

nion in the Church here below. He is ſaid to be ge- 
rious, when he is red in his Apparel; and his Gar- 
ments as one that treadeth in the Mine. vat, Iſa. Ixiii. 
1, 2. This is the moſt glorious Diſcovery of himſelf, or 
View, that we can have of him in this preſent State, 
Phil. ii. 6-8. Let us follow him from Mount Tabor 
(if it were Tabor where he was transfigur*d) to Gethſe+ 
mane, and Mount Calvary, He took the fame Dif- 
ciples, Peter, James, and John, to be the Witneſſes 
both of his Glory on the Mount, and of his Agonies in 
the Garden. Matth. xvii. 1. Chap. xxvi. 37. To 
teach ug, that theſe muſt come into a cloſe Compare, 
who he was, and what he ſuffer'd > We ſee the Love 

of the whole Trinity in what is held forth in this So- 
lemnity. Let us taſte and admire the Love of 
Three in One ! 
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MEDITATION XV. 


OO K we back from hence, and take a View of 

what was wrought in the Garden of Eden by 
our firſt Parents: How we were turned out from the 
Tree of Life into a wide World, and loſt our original 
Happineſs ; and what a damning State we were left in 
by the firſt Adam, and lay in, as in him. And here 
let us take a View of what was wrought in the Garden 
of Gethſemane : As it is ſaid in the Book of the Mars of 
the Lord, what he did in the Red-ſea, and in the Brooks 
of Aaron, &c. Numb. xxi. 14. O but let it be for 
ever recorded what he did near to Mount Olivet, at 
the Stream of the Brook of K:idron : How a ſecond 
Adam regained Paradiſe, ran upon the Point of the 
flaming Sword, and recovered the Tree of Life, 
Henceforth ſhall thoſe Cherubims unarmed ſtand, and 
look down with Wonder into the Mercy-ſeat : The 
Firſt Adam ſinned, the Second Adam ſuffered, in a 
Garden. 

Hence let us view Mount Sinai, and ſee it pacified 
from Mount Calvary : How Streams of precious 
Blood aſſwage the Flame of that fiery Mount, and 
filence the Thunders of Ebal ; pronouncing Bleſſed, 
Bleſſed, louder than ever Curſed, Curſed, was uttered 
from thence, Come and ſee the Print of the Nails in 
the Hands, and the Feet, of our Jeſus: And then take 
a View of Mount Zion, the heavenly Zeru/alem, the 
bleſſed State we are ſet in, the bleſſed Inheritance we 
are Heirs to, through the Blood of Jeſus. | 

Bethelehem, where our Lord was born, ſignifies. the 
Houſe of Bread. How rightly was it ſo called, where 
he who was the Bread of Life firſt appeared! And thou 
Beth-lehem, in the Land of Judab, art not the leaſt 
among the Princes of Judah, &c. In this Ordinance 
we are led to conſider the Incarnation of Jeſus Chriſt : 


Gd manifeſt in the Fleſh, in the Language of the 
H 4 Apoſtle, 
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Apoſtle, comprehends all he did, and all he ſuffered in 
the Flefh ; even God obeying, God dying in the Fleſh: 
For it follows, 7#»//:fied in the Spirit, which intends 
his Reſurrection. O may the Houſe of God be the 
Houſe of Bread to us at this Time, and may we be 
led to an incarnate Jeſus ! 

Nazareth, where he was brought up, ſignifies that he 
was to be, and was, a Nazarite unto God, Matth. 
ii. 23. Now a Nazarite was ſeparate unto the Lord, 
Numb. vi. 2. Joly unto the Lord, ver. 8, How lofty are 
the Words of dying Jacob concerning his beloved Jo- 
ſeph, Gen. xlix. 26. Bleſſings —fhall be on the Head of 
Joſeph, and on the Crown of the Head of him who 
was ſeparate from his Brethren. Herein he was a Type 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was wholly ſeparate to 
God, to do the Will of him that ſent him, and was 
Holy unto the Lord all his Days. He lived the greateſt 
Part of his Life (as is probable) at Nazareth. The 
whole Courſe of his Life was a State of Separation ; 
and his Life, as well as his Death, deſigned and ſet 
apart for our Juſtification. | 

Calvary, where he was crucified, ſignifies the Place of 
Stulls. He that was the Bread of Life to others, muſt 
come into the State of Death himſelf. And he who was 
ſeparated to Obedience all his Life, muſt be numbered 
among the Dead. Now let us follow him from Beth- 
lehem to Nazareth, and from Nazareth to Golgotha, and 
ſee the Wonders of his Birth, and Life, and Death, 


Wonders of Power and Grace in all that he hath done 
and ſuffered for us. 


3 


MEDITATION XVI. 


HIS Ordinance is to ſet forth the Sufferings of 
Jeſus Chriſt, to ew forth his Death. The With- 
drawings of God from him were properly penal ou 
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how great Sorrow and Grief muſt they needs occaſion! 
No Man can judge hereof, but he that knows the 
Sweetneſs of Communion with God ; he that, with 
Paul, has been taken up into the third Heavens, and 
heard unutterable Words, or hath been with him in 
the Mount, as Peter, erg and John, were. Should 
God withdraw his Light and Love from a glority'd 
Saint; what Bitterneſs, what Darkneſs and Sorrow, 
muſt it bring upon him] How much more on him who 
lay in the Father's Boſom, and was always his Delight, 
who knew the Joys of Heaven, whoſe Life was wrap- 
ped up in his Father's Love, and who enjoyed unſpeak- 
able Del ht, in Communion with God, while on 
Earth? He never forfeited his Father's Love: It was 
therefore the Puniſhment he underwent for our ſakes. 
But it was more ſtill to feel his Father's Wrath, and 
bear the Sorrows of Hell in his Soul. This made him 
cry out, My Soul is exceeding ſerrowful, even unto 
Death, This made him ſweat great Drops of Blood 
falling to the Ground, and made him cry out, A 
God, my God, &c. See P/al. xxii. 1, 2. 14, 15. The 
Sufferings of his Body were great, but not comparable 
to the inexpreſſible Sorrows of his Soul. And ſhall 
not my Soul be afflicted and mourn, when I contem- 
plate theſe Things ? 

It is ſaid, that they were wont to talk at their Sa- 
crifices of old of the future Sufferings of the eras. 
They had ſome Glimmerings of his Day, and of his 
Death, I am apt to think, as many as favingly believed. 
The Saints above had heard the Report ot it among 
them, and two of them came down (perhaps it was) 
on the Top of the Mount T aber, and talked tt it there. 
For they appeared in Glory, and fſpake of his Decraſe, 
that he ſh:uld accompliſh at Jeruſalem, Luke ix. 31. And 
ſhall not we talk of his Sufferings at his Supper ? 

By his Stripes we are healed. For he hath tor: [ the 
Fleſh cf h's Son], and he will heal us | Sinners] : HH hath 
ſmitten [him], and he will bind us up, Ih W 
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the Meaning of He/. vi. 1. O therefore, come, and let 
2:5 return unto the Lord. He hath not caſt us off, tho 
we have ſinned. After two Days will he revive us, and 
the third Day will he raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in 
his Sight, ver. 2. viz. My/{ically, in the Reſurrection of 
= Chriſt, in whom we were raiſed as a common 
erſon : And Spiritually : For after Deſertion, and his 
hiding himſelf, there will come a reviving Time. 
When Chriſt ſaid [ Broken for you] and | Shed for you] 
theſe Words ¶ for you ] ſignify, that we were the Offend- 
ers, and were to have died, and deſerved to have been 
broken for Sin, by the Wrath of God, and to have 
had our Blood ſpilt by angry Juſtice ; but Chriſt was 
broken in our ſtead, and his Blood ſpilt for ours. And 
Jet us think what manner of Love that was! The Jett 
could ſee no Glory in his Humiliation, There was a 
Hiding of Faces from him, or from us, as it is in the 
Margin according to the Hebrew, Iſa. liii. 3. Chriſt 
hid bis Face from them. He concealed his Cie, by 
the Veil of his Fleſh, and by his humbled State; and 
they hid their Faces from him, by a ſtrange and ſurly 
Carriage. O this Hiding of Faces! How awful is 
the one] and how finful is the other! Good Lord 
hide not thy Face, thy Glory from my Soul; leſt 1 


do as the Fews did, hide my Face from thee by damn- 
ing Unbellef. 
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MEDITATION XVII. 


H E Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt call for our Atten- 


tion and Admiration. The Furſt Adam ſinned, 
the Second Adam ſuffered. We ſinned and deſerved 


Hell: Chriſt ſuffered, and purchaſed Heaven. Now 
when the Sufferings of Chriſt are the SutjeR of our 
Meditation, here are two great Things to be conſidered; 
Su the Cauſe on our Part, and Love the Cauſe on 
Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Part, of all his Sufferings. And could we have 
a ſpiritual! View of both theſe, how ſweetly would it 
affect us]! They would conſpire together to melt the 
Heart, A mere preſenting our Bodies, and the bare 
_ outward Performance, thts is not to eat the Lord's Sup- 
per, 1 Cor, xi. 20, Nay, tho' there be an Apply in 
of the natural Facultics, ſo that there be an bifioricd 
Remembrance of Chriſt in his Sufferings, which lies 
within the Power of Nature; this is not ſpiritually t0 
eat the Lord's Supper: But to get a Sight of Sin, the 
Cauſe of Chriſt's Sufferings, and a Sight of the Love 
of Chriſt therein; this is to eat the Lord's Supper. 
And this is given from above. 

Let us ſee all our Sins before Converſion, Sins ſince 
Converſion, and ſince we were laſt at this Table, 
gathered together, and laid upon our Sacrifice. Let 
us ſee by Faith the whole Account cleared, the Debt- 
book croſſed, the Bond cancelled, and all diſcharged to 
this Day. Let us ſeek the Death of Sin when we con- 
verſe with the Death of Chriſt. It was his Enemy, 
and is our Enemy: Therefore it ſhall die, and not 
live; theſe Crucifiers of our Lord ſhall be crucified 
alſo. 6 

What are we come for to this Table? Is it becauſe 
we would ſee the King in his Beauty ? Here is the 
moſt affecting Sight of him. Would we fain ſee, 
admire, and believe his Love to our own Souls ? Here 
it is repreſented, and ſet forth, in a lively Manner. 
Would we ſee the Price of Redemption? Here it is 
ſet before us. And yet it is all nothing, and (in a 
manner) but common Bread and Drink, if Chriſt re- 
veal not himſelf in the Ordinance by the Signs: e 
ſeek him, but we find him not. 

God complained of his People of old, ſaying, Of the 
Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and baſt for- 
gotten God that formed thee, Deut. xxxii. 18. comp. 
1a. xvii. 10. In this Ordinance the Lord Jeſus, know- 
ing how apt we are to forget his great Love, won 
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fir up the Minds of his People, and put them in Re- 
membrance. The oth P/alm is entitled a Pſalm te 
bring to Remembrance. And this is an Ordinance to 
that End: This de in Remembrance of me. Remember 
me your Lord, your Huſband, your Saviour : Remem- 
ber my humbled State, my Agonies, my bloody Death 
and Paſſion, and my Love in all; not with an hiſtori- 
cal Remembrance only, but with a ſpiritual affectionate 
Remembrance. It has not been unuſual for Nations 
to keep Days f Remembrence for national Deliverances. 
Lo ! here a Memorial of the greateſt Deliverance that 
God himſelf hath ever wrought ! 


MEDITATION XVIII. 


ER E we may ſee what Sin hath done, and what 
Grace hath done. What Sin hath done with 
reſpect to ourſelves, and with reſpe& to Chriſt. Let 
us look upon ourſelves, and conſider what we are by 
Nature : How Sin hath debaſed us, what Havock it 
hath made with our Souls, what Diſorder and Enmity, 
what Defilement and Impotency, what Darkneſs and 
Death, what Loſtneſs and Miſery it hath brought upon 
us | How hardly are we reclaimed from the worſt of 
finful Evil! O how juftly we had deſerved, and how 
near we were to going down to, the Pit of Hell! But 
Jeſus our Lord hath loved our Souls from that horrible 
Pit. As Hezekiah ſpake, Thou haſt loved my Soul 
(MISHSHAHHATH) from the Pit of Corruption. 
Let us admiring ſay, Bleſſed Jeſus ! "Thou haſt loved 
our Souls from the Pit of Hell. We may ſee what 
Sin hath done to our dear Lord Jeſus. What Abaſe- 
ment, what Trouble, what Reproach, what Pain, and 
how many Deaths, it procured to him, to make an End 
of Sin, For he made his Grave with the Wicked, and 
with te Rich (BEMOLTINHAIY, in mertibus ejus. 
Arias 
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Arias Mont.) in his Deaths, It was Sin that crowned 
him with "Thorns, that pierced, crucifhed, and flew 
him. O abominable Evil! 

On the other hand, we may ſee here what Grace 
hath done. How it hath taken Advantage of Sin and 
Miſery to ſhine the brighter, and magnify itſelf the 
more; Grace found the Ranſom, Grace provided it, 
Grace accepted it, All the wonderful Things in our 
Redemption were wrought by Grace. MWhere Sin 
abounded, Grace hath J more abounded. The Grace 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Spirit. Let 
the loud Cry of Grace, Grace, fill all the Churches here 
below as it will be ſure to fill the heavenly Courts above 
tor ever and ever. 

It is a very high Privilege and Honour that we are 
Partakers of, Do we conſider what it is to be ſeparated 
from the World by Election, by Redemption, by Call- 
ing, in Communion, in Deſires, in Privileges, in Com- 
forts, in Hopes? What manner of Favour and Dig- 
nity ! We are planted in God's Houſe, we are fed at 
his Table, and have more in Reverſion than in Poſſeſ- 
ſion (2 Sam. ix. 10.) : This Honour have all the Saints. 

Now let us improve this Ordinance according to the 
ſeveral Caſes of our Souls. Do we walk in the Dark 
about the Love of Chriſt? Here let us perſuade our 
Souls of his Love, while he is giving us the Pledges of 
it. Are our Hearts hard and lifeleſs? Let us look, and 
look again, on this broken Jeſus : Surely, dying Love 
can ſoften them. Have we the Aſſurance and Joy of 
Faith? Let us come and give Vent to our holy Joy, by 
holding a Feaſt to the Lord. | 


Mmm — ——— D.C 
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MEDITATION XIX. 


ET us lock, upon ourſelves as Children at our 
Father's Table. And herein is his Love, that 

the Proviſion that he makes is the Fleſh and Blood of 
his 
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his own Son. How infinitely dear and delightful Chriſt 
was to the Father, paſſeth all Expreſſion. Herein 
then is Love, that he gave up him for us, and gives us 
him to feed upon. how rich and glorious is the 
Father's Love 

And Chriſt is that Viſdom of God who hath furniſhed 
ber Table, mingled her Wine, and inviteth, ſaying, 
Come eat of the Bread that I have 8 and drink 
of the Cup that I have mingled. Herein is his Love, 
that he gives us his Fleſh to eat, and his Blood to drink ; 
and, at the Expence of his Blood, hath procured, that 
we ſhould come to our Father's Table. Thro' him the 
Prodigal is again admitted, We come in the Right of 
our Elder Brother. 

But are we hungry, are we thirſty, now we come 
to this Feaſt? O what Appetites do we bring ? Elſe 
we ſhall ſlight the heavenly Daiaties, and count it 
light Bread. What is Food to one that hath no Ap- 

ite? Do we come with Longings, and ſtrong Deſires 
after Chriſt ? The great Shepherd takes care of his Sheep, 
and puts them into freſh Paſtures, Let us eat, and be 
ſatisfied, let us drink, and be drunken, with divine Loves 
(Cant. v. 1.) Take heed of a Self-fulneſs : Such ſee no 
Need of Chrift. He loves that Souls come needy and 
hungry: He fills the Hungry with good Things, but the 
Rich he ſends empty away, Luke i. 53. And as it is a 
Mercy to have corporal Food, and a Mercy to have an 
Appetite thereto, and to be enabled to receive and di- 
geſt it; ſo it is in ſpiritual Things. 

Every Sabbath is a Price put into our Hand ; every 
Ordinance is a high Favour wherein we enjoy our 
God: Theſe are our ordinary Meals. Bleſſed be God 
for them | But every ſuch Time as this is a Feaſt, 
wherein our God doth provide and furniſh his Table, 
at a more than ordinary Rate. It is true, you have the 


ſame Proviſion you had laſt Time. We have no War- 


rant to alter it ; that would not mend, but mar it. A 
-rucihed Jeſus is a ſtanding Diſh, if I may, with 
Revcrence 
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Reverence ſpeak ſo. Feed, O my Soul, upon thofe 
Dainties, which ſhall always be new to thee. We have 
the ſame Food again and again prepared for our Bodies ; 
and yet we count it no Wearineſs ; but as often as 
there is an Appetite, it is as ſweet as ever; we need 
it as much, and feed as heartily : So if you do but 
come hungry, and feed on Chriſt, you will not ſay, It 
is light Bread ; you will find new Delights, new Re- 
freſhments, in a dying Jeſus. 

Were we invited this Day to the Palace and Table 
of ſome Nobleman, or to a Feaſt by an earthly Prince; 
What manner of Thoughts ſhould we have of it! 
What an Honour ſhould we eſteem it, and admire the 
Condeſcenſion of the Inviter ! Should we not look for 
great Entertainment ? Should we not have many 
'Fhoughts, how to behave and carry ourſelves, in the 
Preſence of an earthly King? But we are invited into 
the Houſes, and to the Table of the great King, who 
is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, O what an 
Honour is this! What Entertainment may we expect! 
And how ought we to behave and demean ourſelves ! 

We are Strangers and Pilgrims paſſing thro' this 
World to a City of Habitation. The Houſe of GOD 
is our Victualing-houſe by the Way, which he hath 
ereted on Purpoſe, for the Refreſhment of Pilgrims. 
His Ordinances are for that End. O let us look upon 
ourſelves as Pilgrims, as Sojourners (/ all our Fathers 
were) ; and this as our Houſe of Refreſhment. But 
what Entertainment have we? The Hanna was called 
Angels Food (Pſal. Ixxviii. 25.) becauſe if it might be 
thought that Angels did need corporeal Food, this 
might be thought fit for them, and ſuited to their Na- 
tures, even this Bread from Heaven, John vi. 31. But 
Moſes gave them not that Bread from Fleaven ; but 
Chriſt's Father giveth us the true Bread from Heaven; 
for the Bread of God is he, who comes down from Heaven, 
and gives Life to the World, ver. 32, 33. Do we not all 

ent of this ſpiritual Bread, and drink of this Rock © * 
O 
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Is this to be entertained like Pilgrims ? Would not a 
Servant's Place have done ? But muſt we have the Place 
of Sons? Would not a Beggar's Pittance have ſufficed? 
But muſt we be ſo nobly treated, even as Kings and 
Priefts? And not only be brought to Heaven at laſt, 
but have ſome Foretaſtes, and welk upon the Borders of 
Heaven, long before we arrive there :? 


_— 


MEpiIrATION XX. 


HE Lord's Supper is an Ordinance of Repreſen- 
tation on Chriſt's Part, being of his Inſtitution 
and therefore of Commemoration on ours. Of Ex- 
hibition on God's Part; and therefore for Reception 
on ours, of Chriſt and his Benefits. Of Obfignation 
on God's Part, ſealing his Children; and ſhould there- 
fore be a Confirmation to our Faith. It is a Seal of 
God's Covenant ; and a Renewal of ours. 
We commemorate this Evening our Lord's Cele- 
bration of the Paſſover, and his Inſtitution of his Sup- 
per, with his Diſcipless Woe commemorate that 
Night in which he was betrayed, and all the Terrors 
of that never to be forgotten Night. It isa Night to 
be much obſerved to the Lord for bringing us out, not 
from Egypt, but from ſpiritual Bondage: This is that 
Night of the Lord to be ol ſer ved of all the ſpiritual Iſrael, 
in their Generations, That I may allude to Exad. xii. 
42. it is a Night tv be remembred, not in an annual 
War, that is always too low for the Goſpel, but every 
Day, and eſpecially every Lord's Dav. It was this 
Night he went to that Place, where his Enemies muſt 
find him ; yea, where divine Juſtice muſt find him, and 
did find and apprehend him. We commemorate his 
Conflict and Conqueſt the following Day, which was 
alſo turned into Night, while he hung upon the Tree, 
by that preternatura! Eclipſe of the Sun, and greater 
Lelipſe of a greater aud more glorious Sun, Th 
at 
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That the Innocency of Chriſt might appear, God 
ſo ordered it, that his Jud e, before whom he was ac- 
cuſed, acquitted him, al ſtill inſiſted upon it, that he 
was a righteous Perſon, Mat. xxvii. 24. And at laſt, 
the Accuſation written, and ſet over his Head, was no 
other than that famous one, THIS IS JESUS 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. What Ac- 
cuſation was this? Nay how great and high a Title ! 
Let us therefore view him in the Garden, and apply 
this Title, THIS IS JESUS, Sc. Yea, let us 
come to Golgotha, ſee him on the Croſs, with this Ti- 
tle and Superſcription, This is Jeſus the King of the Fes; 
that is to ſay, the Saviour, the promiſed Meſſiab. Yea, 
let that be the Inſcription, THIS IS THE SON 
OF GOD, according to that famous Confeſſion of 
his before Pilate, I AM THE SON OF GOD, 
Mat. xxvii. 43. Are we not come forth, at this 
Time, to ſee him, to ſee Jeſus our King and Saviour ? 
Are we come to ſee that Sight? Luke xxiii. 48. O 
altoniſhing Sight! But let us not ſo look upon his 
Abaſement, as to overlook his Exaltation. He is ariſen, 
he is a reigning Jeſus : He was a dying, but is a liuing 

edeemer. Go, tell my Brethren (faith he, after he 
was riſen), ' that they go into Galilee, and there ſhall 
they ſee me. Whither would not a Believer go for a 
Sight of Jeſus? No doubt they will ſpeed away to 
Galilee. It is worth while to go to this and the other 
Ordinance, to travel many Miles to a Sermon,” to ſee 
Jeſus. Many have gone, and not been diſappointed. 
Me ſee Feſus—crowned with Glory and Honour. 

He ſitteth at God's Right Hand, and hath promiſed 
his Children ſhall fit down with him, Mat. xix. 28. 
Rev. iii. 21. In Token hereof, he alloweth us to ſix 
down at his Table. Some oppoſe the fitting Poſture ; 
others reckon it an indifferent Thing. To me it doth 
not ſeem ſo : We have the Practice of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles to juſtify it, who uſed a Table-poſture ; and 
t is of a ſweet and comfortable Signification; it teach- 
eth us the Freedom our God admits us to, in a holy 

Bold- 
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Boldneſs and Acceſs unto him. And by Faith we arg 
to ſee ourſelves already ſit down with Chriſſ in heavenly 
Places, Eph. ii. 6. and that we ſhall one Day fit down 
with him in his Kingdom, | | 
This Ordinance is appointed for the Increaſe of our 
Faith, and Strengthening of our Souls : Wherein God 
is condeſcending to our great Weakneſs (ſeeing we 
are ſuch poor ſenſible Creatures) to ſpeak to our ve 
Senſes ; that we might ſee, with our Eyes, Jeſus Chrik 
bimſelf evidently ſet forth as crucified; and hear, with 
our Ears, his gracious Voice, bidding us, eat, and wel- 
come; that we might taſte his Love when we taſte the 
Bread ; that when we perceive the Savour of theWine, 
we might ſmell the Savorr of his good Ointments, O 
what a divine and precious Fragrancy ! that we might 
feel and handle the Word of Life (1 Fohn i. 1.) when 
we take the Bread, and the Cup. Thus doth Chriſt 
ſpeak to our Senſes in this holy Ordinance. Sy 
Nor let us forget the Advice of God himſelf to Sa- 
muel, when he ſent him to anoint David, 1 Sam. xvi. 
7. Look not on his Countenance, or on the Height of his 
Stature:— For the Lord ſeeth not as a Man ſeeth, &c. 
Don't look on the Meanneſs of the Elements, which 
may ſeem contemptible to the Eye of Senſe. What is 
a Moutbful of Bread, and a little Portion of Wine? 
The Worſhip of the Temple was more magnificent 
fhan the Worſhip of the New Teſtament. Men are 
for Pomp in the Place, and Pomp in the Worſhip, But 
ſee the Meanneſs and Simplicity of the Goſpel ; a little 
Bread and Wine. Nor do we read of Silver Diſhes, or 
Golden Chalices: I ſuſpe& our Saviour uſed none of 
them. Men would make up with Shew, what 


want of Faith. Let us try if we can ſee the Greatn 
of the Thing ſignified, under the Meanneſs of theſe Fi- 

ures and Repreſentations ; if we can ſatisfy ourſelves in 
EE with an humble Teſus, ſet forth in an humble 


manner to ous Faith, 


Mi- 
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E come to view the Price of Redemption; 

how great it is! Our God hath put Redem- 
tion betwixt us and others; as it is, Exod. viii. 2 
Margin, Now Redemption ſuppoſeth Captivity and 
Miſery redeetned from: O let us conſider what we are 
redeemed from; who hath redeemed fus; and what 
Price we are redeemed with. Not any thing of a 
ſmall Value, but with a Price of greater Value than 
Heaven and Earth; with Blood of greater Worth 
than the Blood of the whole Creation, of Angels; and of 
Men, if I may fo ſpeak. We want nothing but Faith 
in it, and a Seinſ of it, to ſwallow us up with Admira- 
flon, Aſtoniſhment, and Praiſe. Ought the People of 
Iſrael not to neglect keeping the Paſſover, becauſe it 
was a Commemoration of ſo great a Deliverance as that 
out of Egypt ? And ſhall Believers negle& celebrating 
the Memorial of a far greater Deliverance ? And were 
they at the Celebration thereof to talk of the Occaſion? 
Exod. xii. 26, 27. And ſhall not our Thoughts be 
filled, and our Admiration raiſed, at the Thoughts of 
Redemption from ſpiritual arid eternal Bondage ? 

This was the Relief of a ſinning Hraelite; he might 
bring a Sacrifice ; he might come to the Prieſt to make 
Atonement for him. But this is our Relief; we may 
come, by freſh Applications, to this Sacrifice of Chriſt. 
We have ſinned fince we were laſt at this Table. Let 
us not ſtand the farther off; we have the more need to 
come to him, who is our Altar, Prieſt, and Sacrifice. 
Now herein is the Grace of God: Sacrifices of old 
were at the Coſt of the Offender ; but this great One 
Sacrifice is piovided at the Coft of him who was of- 
fended, wherein he provideth for his own Satisfaction. 
God might have held us to provide an Offering, to 
bring our Sacrifice ; But 9 then, how fad had __ - 

2 : 
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Caſe! Bleſſed be God, who hath provided himſelf a 
Lamb. This is our Sin- offering, our Treſpaſs-offering, 
our Burnt-offering, our Peace-offering, and All. Nor 
need we any other. Lo, Icome (faith he) to do thy Will, 
that is, to be a Sacrifice. Let us offer it up to God in 
the Eye of Faith. This Love of Jeſus Chriſt is like 
the Box of precious Ointment, which, when it was. 
broken up, filled all the Houſe with the Odour. Such 
is thy Love to us, O bleſſed Jeſus !. Such is thy Peo- 

ple's Love to thee, though not with the like Reaſon. 
Sin made a great and wide Breach between God and 
us; and Chriſt undertook to make it up. He is here 
ſet forth as a Peacemaker. It was his * Deſign to 
reconcile God to Man, and Man to God. Not that 
God needed our Friendſhip, but we needed his. He 
was not firſt in the Breach, but he was firſt in the Re- 
conciliation. Sin made the Breach; let us for ever 
— it. Chriſt made it up; let us for ever love 
Love has done all for us. Love gives us our daily 
Bread, and daily cares for us: But Love provided the 
Bread and Water of Life. Love gave the Bullocks out 
of the Herd, and Sheep out of the Fold; but Love 
gave the immaculate Lamb of God. Do we not ad- 
anire God in our Table-mercies? How he gives his 
good Creatures for us, the poor Lambs, and Calves, 
and Oxen, ſinleſs, harmleſs Creatures, which is more 
than we are? Truly, we are very unthankful, if we do 
not. But what ſhall we ſay, when the Fleſh and 
Blood of Chriſt is ſet before us, as the Food of our Souls ? 
When Chriſt, the Son of God, gave his Life a Ranſom 
for Many ? O how precious is Life! Every one of 
us valueth his Life at more than all the World. 
"Therefore a Man will give all for his Life. Of what 
ineſtimable Value then was the Life of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who was the Prince of Life, the Lord, the Fountain of 
Life? How ought we to account of it! It was 
more 
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more than ten thouſand Worlds, if there had been ſo 
many. This was the Price of our Redemption, He 
gave his Life, Love can riſe no higher. 


—_ — 1 ak. _—_— 
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T is the Blood of the Teſtament, that is repreſent- 
[ ed here, even as it ſeals and confirms the Teſtament, 
or a Teftament is of Force after Men are dead; not 
before; Heb. ix. 17: Let us look upon ourſelves as 
Legatees of the great Teſtator, our Lord Jeſus. O 
let us view by Faith the New Teſtament ſealed with 
Blood, and the Teſtator's Love therein. Let us be 


receiving and taking in his Legacies, which he has be- 


queathed to us. "Theſe are his Love- Tokens, the Gifts 
of a dying Jeſus. And he lives to be the Executor of 
his own Teſtament, which no other ever did. So that 
the Legacies of him that died, are the Preſents of him 
that lives. Bleſſed Jeſus! how many Endearments are 
there in thy Love! 1 Tr] | 
T perceive (ſaid he) that Virtue has gone out from me. 
It is ſo ſtill, Virtue from Chriſt in Heaven can reach 
the Soul here on Earth. And do not thy People perceive 
it too? We feel it in a Promiſe: We feel it in an Or- 
dinance ; we find ourſelves dead, and anon we are 
quicke ned. A Look, a Touch, from thee, puts the 
Wheels in Motion. May Virtue proceed from thee, 

and that we may find in our Souls, that we are healed! 
And let us receive the Remiſhon of Sins. On the 
Day of Atonement, when the High-Prieſt entered into 
the Holieſt of all, all the Sins of the People were atoned 
for, and forgiven to that Day. So here we are to re- 
ceive the Pardon of our Sins that are paſt, to this pre- 
ſent Day, to this very Hour. We are to receive an Ac- 
quittance from the Beginning of the World, the "Time 
of 
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| of old Adam's Sin, unto this Day, and the virtual Pardof{ 
| of all to come; and therefore alfo to mourn over all 
our Sins, Adam's and our own, tho? that alſo is ours, 
Dewt. xxiv. 18. Vael muſt remember they had 
been Bondmen in the Land of Egypt, Now let us 
remember we once were Bondmen : But O! glotious 


Redemption, rich Remiſſion, perfect Healing and 


Salvation! 
We are to look upon ourſelves, and one another, as 
the Members of Jeſus Chrift, the Children of out 
Father. Then ſhall we fee our own Dignity, and 
love one another. Communion with one another is as 
well ſignified, as really enjoyed, by that one Bread, 1 
Cor. x. 17. This Blood is ſaid to be ſhed, not only | for 
you], But [ for many}. See how Chrift deals about 
his Love in the Diftribution of the Bread and Wine; 
and gives to every one a Part. It may ſometimes be 
comfortable to remember, how, of old, he that gathered 
moſt had nothing over, and he that gathered leſs had na 
lack, However, our Soul-nouriſhment depends on : 
living upon Chrift, the Bread of Life. Our Baptiſm, 
which is a Sign of our Regeneration and Ingrafting in- 
to Chriſt (which is but once), is therefore but once to 
be adminiſtred: But this Ordinance, which is a Sign 
and Means of Nouriſhment, is oft to be adminiſtred. 
Do this, as oft as ye do it, in Remembrance of me. 
© The Analogy is in the Effects: For, as Bread feeds 
© our Bodies tor this temporary Life; ſo alſo the Body 
= © of Chriſt, received by Faith, feeds our Souls to eternal 
8 © Life. Again, as Bread paſſes into our Nature, that 
4 it may be one with us; ſo the Body of Chriſt, received 


by Faith, is united with us, that we are one. 
1 Maccov. 
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E are a Week nearer the End of our Journey 
than the laſt Sabbath; a Month nearer than 
the laſt breaking of Bread : Are we nearer to Heaven ? 
Rom, xiii. 11. Then only are we fo, when we are 
more meet and fit for it. That's the Deſign of this 
Ordinance. O what do we get from time to time, 
while we ſit under the Shadow of Chriſt's Love? Are 
we ſtrengthened for our _ ? 

How many Years hath Chrift come ſeeking Fruit in 

this Vineyard, not only three Years, but many more ? 
And how many Times, in that Compaſs ef Time, have 
we been at our Lord's Table ? Jeſus Chriſt keeps Ac- 
count of the Time, Fer. xxv. 3. How are the Years - 
paſſing, ſince we came laft into Goſpel-Order and Set- 
tlement ? fince Chriſt placed an unworthy Creature in 
his Relation and Office ? Sad will it be, if he hath 
ſought Fruit, and found none. But J hope better Things, 
and that now 1s our Salvation nearer than when we be- 
lie ved. 
When we have not thoſe Enjoyments, and ſee not 
that Fruitfulneſs we deſire, let us be humbled, but not 
diſcouraged; knowing that we are not to live upon Or- 
dinances, but upon Chriſt himſelf, believing, that he 
hath done all the Good we ſhould have done, and ſatiſ- 
fied for what we have done amiſs. This will be our 
Support. 
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OW doth the poor World live without Com- 
munion with Chriſt! And how do Believers 
content themſelves to live a Day without ſenſible Com- 
munion, 


.- 
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munion, ſeeing he is our Life, our Food, our All? Do 
ou not live a whole Day's = Days; and perhaps a 

eek together, without ſenhble Heart-Communion ? 
Are you contented ſo as to bodily Food? And do you 
know whether you cat or no? Can you certainly tell, 
whether you have fed upon Chrift or no, ſince you 
were laſt at this Table? O now make a hearty Meal ! 
Ezel. iii. 3. Cauſe your Souls to feed, your Faith to 
feed on Chriſt. But O what Feaſt will there be 
above 1 1 
We can appear, who can ſtand, before an infinite 

Majeſty? Yet, when Death comes, you are called fo to 
do. Who ſhall teach us the Laws of that heavenly 
Court? Come to this Ordinance, and learn. God 
admits us to a Nearneſs, to embolden our Faith againſt 
that Day. "2 3 

The more Chriſtians converſe with Chriſt, the more 
they are like him; they behold, and are changed into, 
his Image. O then, look earneſtly on him, till, by 
looking, thou art prepared to ſee him Face to Face. 
Many are the Difficulties of the Wilderneſs; be 
not diſcouraged at them. It will be the Matter of 
Wonderment, and alſo of Joy and Praiſe, when thou 
art arrived ſafe above, that ever thou got'ſt to Hea- 
ven, that ſo great Sins were forgiven, that thou didft 
overcome in the Conflict; but it will be owned to 
have been thro' him that loved thee, and died far thee. 


